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LIGHTING UP LITTLE LEARNERS

DECEMBER 2008 PROGRAMMING HIGHLIGHTS
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New CBeebies host Tara Colegrave is lighting up little Aussie learners in a world created specially for them.

English born and raised in Brisbane, Tara is a qualified teacher with a double degree in BA Arts (Psychology) and Bachelor of Education. Tara works with primary school children, and loves their energy, enthusiasm and zest for life.  

Tara has experience working in kids TV, and was co-host of the Network Nine science show Y? for four seasons. After the show ended in 2002, Tara moved to the UK to pursue her teaching and acting careers.

Cbeebies is bright, happy, playful - and jam packed full of fun.  With a line up of familiar, friendly characters, as well as brand new colourful and exciting programming - never seen in Australia before, CBeebies will inspire imagination and interactivity. 
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GET SET GO

ME TOO
AUSTRALIAN PREMIERE
Daily at 7:00am
Set against the backdrop of a busy city in perpetual motion, this engaging, live action series for pre-schoolers has time, in all its guises, at its heart.
Character-led, child-centred and reality based, every day stories delve into the parallel worlds of the young child, left to play or go to the nursery, and the adult at work. With plenty of opportunities for interaction, and music and themes for all to enjoy, Me Too! offers an absorbing chance to explore the city, without limits.
At the hub of all the stories is Granny Murray – a childminder who looks after all the children as their parents go to work. She is the fountain of all wisdom and the inspiration behind sorting things out when they go wrong. Warm and welcoming, Granny opens to the door to her cosy basement flat at the beginning of every episode as parents drop off their children before heading to work.
With entertaining stories and drama at its core, Me Too!’s use of time, numbers, shapes and re-call and discovering the adult working world will enrich the viewing experience for any pre-school child. 
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GET SET GO

FIMBLES

CHANNEL PREMIERE
Daily at 7:40am
Come with us to a magical place, a hidden valley where three very special stripy creatures embark on never-ending journeys of discovery and wonder. This is a world where imagination is limitless. This is where the Fimbles live - Fimbo, Florrie and Baby Pom - and all their friends too: Bessie and her baby chick Ribble, who vibrates when he's happy; Roly Mo, the wise, gentle mole; and Rockit the frog, whose energy and humour lead to heaps of hilarious adventures. 
The Fimbles have a unique talent of finding things and in anticipation of a new discovery, they get the Fimbling Feeling - their fingers twinkle and their noses twitch. These finds, anything from a manmade object such as a button, to a natural object like a feather to something more abstract like the colour blue, provide the starting point for a rich tapestry of songs, stories, activities and imaginative play, making Fimbles a new learning experience every time.
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GET SET GO

BOBINOGS – series 4

AUSTRALIAN PREMIERE

Daily at 8:30am
Bobinogs features three colourful musical friends, Nib, Bobin and Ogi who play in a band and live in a bobble hat world in the village of Abernog in bobi-Wales. They love adventures of every kind, have magical qualities and always end every episode with a musical song and dance. Their friends, such as Olly Mindybob the singing gardener and Ffion the Farmer, are always around to join in the fun and games. Looking at everyday social situations that children encounter, Bobinogs has the answers to all kinds of question young children may ask from where to vegetables come from to time-travel. Aimed at 3-6 year olds, animation and live action combine in this delightful series to introduce social skills to pre-school children.
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GET SET GO

LITTLE ROBOTS – series 3 & 4

CHANNEL PREMIERE

Daily at 8:45am from Tuesday December 23

They built their world from junk, with a bang and a clang and a clunk...

Tiny and his Little Robot friends are pioneers, builders and architects of a brand new world. Finding themselves abandoned on a metal scrap heap, they use their combined skills, vision and imagination to turn the nuts, bolts and junk around them into a place they can call home. Under a metal dome in their clockwork-powered world Tiny and his friends have built a sun, moon and trees - pull a lever and the sky turns from day to night, wind a wheel and flowers grow, while discarded radiators, tyres and magnets are transformed into their homes. It's a place full of boundless exuberance, friendship and daily discovery.
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DISCOVER AND DO

BOOGIE BEEBIES

AUSTRALIAN PREMIERE

Daily at 1:00pm
Boogie Beebies, the energetic preschool dance show that encourages children to have fun with dance and uses action words – stretching, twisting, swishing – to allow them to express themselves through their bodies. The Boogie presenters, Nataylia and Peter, take children through a sequence based on good educational dance practice.  Each programme introduces a new theme, such as the sea, and children start with a warm up, involving bending, stretching and twisting.  The theme is then explored through dance with fun routines like the Ocean Motion, Space Walking and the Lemon Zip Skip, and ends with a gentle cool down.

In every episode, children learn the routine, ready for a 'Big Video' - a pop video in which the children, including the viewers - are the stars. 
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DISCOVER AND DO

BIG COOK LITTLE COOK

AUSTRALIAN PREMIERE
Daily at 1:30pm
Take a seat in the cafe and enjoy a comical blend of lively songs, unusual visitors and inventive recipes provided by big cook Ben and little cook Small. While Ben is the size of any human, Small is only 40cm tall! Using his size to good effect, Small is an expert at finding the right ingredients and putting the decorations on recipes such as jam tarts, monster muffins and clown cakes. But he'd better watch out, or he'll get a dusting of flour or a dollop of gooey mixture landing on him. Whatever their tastes, pre-schoolers are bound to love this engaging and accessible mix of food and fun.
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DISCOVER AND DO

TOMMY ZOOM

AUSTRALIAN PREMIERE

Daily at 1:50pm
Meet Tommy Zoom. He's like any boy of his age doing what any boy of his age does. He can be as selfish, charming, unfocussed, brave and thoughtful as any of his classmates. But Tommy has an imagination that turns him and his dog Daniel into superheroes. In each episode, something happens in the real world - either by accident or design - that Tommy needs to sort out. So Tommy's imagination transports him from the real world into an animated one, where he and Daniel are confronted by their nemeses - Polluto and his sidekick, Smogg, the grubby-moggy cat. Polluto wants to rule the world. He likes pollution, industrial waste, toxic fumes, greenhouse gases and nuclear fallout... Together with Smogg, Polluto creates problems Tommy has to solve. This is a great comic superhero adventure that mixes both live and animated action for four to six year olds.
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BED TIME HOUR
THE STORYMAKERS, series 1
AUSTRALIAN PREMIERE

Daily at 6:00pm
The scene is set in a library where, after it closes at midnight, the magical Wordsworth family and puppets, Jelly and Jackson, pour objects and ideas into a story-making machine. This machine always needs the magical ingredient, and this is - imagination! 

The programme encourages children to develop a love of books. Parents/carers might like to take children to their local library, look at books and magazines together, or invent their own lively stories. 
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BED TIME HOUR

CHARLIE AND LOLA, series 1

Daily at 6:20pm
"I have this little sister Lola. She is small and very funny..."
Lola is four and she "will not ever, NEVER eat a tomato!" Sometimes she is "not sleepy and she will not go to bed", and how will she cope when she is really ever so ill and may never smile again? It falls to big brother Charlie to win her round, and he uses every trick in the book - logic, humour, and the power of the imagination. Eating yucky, sticky mashed potato instantly becomes an expedition to the top of Mount Fuji tasting spoonfuls of cloud fluff. And tomatoes? They're really moonsquirters from the land of Moon! 
Using 2D CelAction animation, paper cutout, fabric design, real textures, photomontage and archive footage, all the distinctive style and exuberance of Lauren Child's award-winning picture books come to life. Glorious music and sound effects help to conjure up fantastical worlds that only children could invent, while realistic dialogue, voiced by children, ensures these magical adventures really resonate with kids.
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BED TIME HOUR
THE ADVENTURES OF SPOT – series 1
CHANNEL PREMIERE
Daily at 6:45pm from Friday December 19
These delightful animated series are full of exciting surprises and find Spot the loveable puppy enjoying all sorts of fun games and mini adventures!
Spot enjoys the everyday activities of a young child: playing with his friends, visiting his Grandma and Grandpa and helping his parents. Whatever he does, Spot’s friendly face and jolly personality reassure children that gaining new skills is great fun.
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BED TIME HOUR
WILLIAM’S WISH WELLINGTONS – series 1
CHANNEL PREMIERE
Daily at 6:55pm from Friday December 19
William is a lively, fun-loving boy of six, who likes doing all the things that other six year olds like. When William's mother buys him a new pair of boots he discovers a note inside: "These are Wish Wellingtons, put them on and make a wish."
His very first wish is for a dog, Barksure, with whom William has lots of adventures. No one but William knows of the special powers of the boots which can transport him to the land of his imagination. William can wish himself anywhere or ask for anything he wants. He can go to the Wild West, meet Santa Claus, become a pirate, travel across the desert, talk to animals, conjure up a dinosaur, even be a spaceman and become a King.
His wishes do not always turn out as expected. Sometimes they land him in trouble and he also learns not to be greedy and selfish – after all, having your own way all the time can be a lot of power for a little boy. But he always ends up safe and sound, back with his mother or tucked up in his snug, warm bed. Thanks to his shiny, magic boots.

Narrated by Andrew Sachs, best known as the chaotic Spanish waiter Mañuel in Fawlty Towers.
 

