December Highlights 2008

Week 1 – Monday 1/12/08 – Sunday 7/12/08

Monday 1st December at 7.30pm

Australian Television Premiere

Paul Kelly – Live Apples

Australian icon Paul Kelly performs his latest album

Stolen Apples along with a selection of classic tunes,

including ‘Before Too Long’, ‘To Her Door’ and

‘Dumb Things’ in Toowoomba’s beautiful Empire

Theatre. Along with a lively six-piece band, Kelly

plays with humour, tenderness and intensity, once again proving why he is Australia’s

favourite rocker.

Tuesday 2nd December at 7.30pm

Ovation Premiere

What’s On (New episode every Tuesday)

Ovation’s weekly guide to the best in arts and entertainment across

Australia, hosted by Michelle Hanna.

Tuesday 2nd December at 8.30pm

Ovation Premiere

Tony Bennett: An American Classic

In this special docu-musical experience, Tony Bennett sings his

classic songs as well as giving tribute to his life and career.

Includes recreations of key moments in the singer’s life, as well as

special appearances by artists including Stevie Wonder, Elton

John, Barbara Streisand, and Christina Aguilera.

Wednesday 3rd December at 7.30pm

Australian Television Premiere

Good Listening

Explore the best in fine music with Ovation’s resident specialist Cyrus

Meher-Homji. No other channel offers such specialist knowledge of

classical and cross-over music, so tune in to discover the best new

recordings in classical, jazz and easy-listening music from Australia and

overseas artists. You won’t want to miss it.

Thursday 4th December at 8.30pm

A Classic Christmas with Helmut Lotti

Australian Television Premiere

Helmut Lotti performs all your holiday favourites in this special

Christmas concert experience. Accompanied by the Golden

Symphonic Orchestra, Lotti’s incredible voice performs ‘Joy To The

World’, ‘O Tannenbaum’ and ‘Silent Night’. This is a Christmas

extravaganza you won’t want to miss.

Friday 5th December at 8.30pm

ABBA: The Movie

Ovation Premiere

This feature film splices exciting back-stage footage and real-life

performances of all ABBA’s greatest hits during their 1977 Australian

tour. Nowhere was ABBA’s fame greater than in Australia, where

crowds of millions turned up to see their signing idols. The film

follows a journalist hoping to interview the Swedish supergroup, and

features all the band’s classic hits including ‘Dancing Queen’ and ‘Tiger’. A must see for

ABBA fans.

Saturday 6th December at 6.30pm

Ovation Premiere

The Darling Buds of May – Episode 1

Ovation Channel is proud to present the feel-good comedy series, the

Darling Buds of May, premiering in December. Starring David Jason and

Catherine Zeta Jones, this British series follows the adventures of the

lovable Larkin family, whose idyllic lives in the British countryside are

disrupted by the shy tax collector Charlie Charlton. A joy for the whole family.

Saturday 6th December at 7.30pm

Ovation Premiere

Thanks for Listening – Episode 1

(Continues every Saturday at 7.30pm)

This fascinating documentary series chronicles the history of

Australian radio, featuring rare footage and interviews with

Australia’s most celebrated radio gurus. From the early days of

radio dramas and comedies, the success of the radio quiz show and on to the emergence of

broadcast sport, music and talkback radio, Thanks for Listening chronicles almost a century of

incredible changes as they played out on the radios of a nation. Episode 1 takes us back to

radio’s beginnings in Australia and includes footage of master entertainers Jack Davey and

Bob Dyer as well as a host of other stars.

Saturday 6th December at 8.30pm

Ovation Premiere On Ita’s Broadway

Join Ita Buttrose for the glitz and glamour of all your favourite Broadway

Musicals on Ita’s Broadway.

One of Australia's best loved and respected media personalities, Ita

Buttrose, will share her passion and insight into some of the world's finest

musicals.

Saturday 6th December 8.30pm

Carmen Jones

Ovation Premiere

Carmen Jones is a Broadway classic and packed with glitz,

glamour and fantastic songs. The free-spirited and beautiful

Carmen Jones (Dorothy Dandridge) is the object of many

men’s desires, but only has eyes for young army officer Joe.

He quickly succumbs to Carmen’s charms, forsaking his fiancé Cindy Lou, thus

sparking a tragic love story. Using the music from Bizet’s classic opera Carmen, rewritten

by Oscar Hammerstein for the contemporary stage, this colourful musical

comedy will have you tapping your toes.

Sunday 7th December at 6.00pm

Australian Television Premiere

Book Stop (New Episode every Sunday)

Hosted by the enigmatic Lenny Bartulin, Book Stop features weekly

reviews of the finest new releases. With his inimitable and irrepressible

style, Lenny brings you up to date on what’s happening in the world of

literature. Premiering each week at 6pm on Sunday and replayed

throughout the week, Book Stop is your one-stop guide to your reading list.

Sunday 7th December at 7.00pm

Australian Television Premiere

Leo In Europe – Renee Fleming

In this special interview filmed on location in Vienna, Leo

Schofield chats with one of the world’s most talented and

dazzling sopranos, Renee Fleming. Born to two voice

teachers, it seems Fleming was destined to become a highly

acclaimed classical vocalist. While she initially trained to

become a music teacher, Fleming quickly got her big break,

singing with the New York City Opera, Covent Garden and

The Metropolitan Opera. As one of the busiest and most

beautiful opera stars on the circuit, Fleming regularly performs in opera houses and concert

halls worldwide. She chats to Leo about her life, her career and her love of the stage.

Week 2 – Monday 8/12/08 – Sunday 14/12/08

Monday 8th December at 8.30pm (continues 8pm every

Monday)

Monday Night Legends With Glenn A. Baker

Each Monday, host Glenn A. Baker invites viewers to share in some of

the most exciting performances and music documentaries, charting the

artists have changed the face of music history. Features artists such as

Cat Stevens, John Lennon, Abba, Roy Orbinson, Queen, Bee Gees,

Barry Manilow, Dusty Springfield, Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers,

David Bowie, Simply Red, Elton John, Tina Turner, Eric Clapton and

Peggy Lee.

Monday 8th December at 8.00pm

Ovation Premiere

King Creole

This week on Monday Night Legends, Rock Historian Glenn

A Baker presents King Creole.

Starring Elvis Presley, Carolyn Jones, and Walter Matthau

and directed by Michael Curtiz, this is Presley's fourth movie

and follows Danny Fisher, a young delinquent who flunks out of high school. One night he

gets the chance to perform at a flashy nightclub owned by a local crime boss Maxie Fields.

Danny refuses, but Fields won't take no for an answer. This musical delight includes the hits

‘King Creole’ and ‘Hard Headed Woman’.

Wednesday 9th December at 7.35pm

Ovation Christmas Special

Charlotte Church: Christmas Dream From the Holy Land

Soprano phenomenon Charlotte Church gives a unique performance

of Christmas songs from the Holy Land. The talented young singer

brings the magic of Christmas to life with her stunning vocals,

performing some of the greatest Yuletide songs and timeless classics.

Tuesday 9th December at 10.30pm

Helmut Lotti- Out of Africa

Australian Television Premiere

Ovation’s Belgian singing sensation Helmut Lotti conjures the beauty

and power of the African landscape with this incredible concert

experience. Lotti’s formidable voice is accompanied by the Golden

Symphonic Orchestra, singing such classic ballads as ‘Kumbaya My

Lord’ and ‘The Lion Sleeps Tonight’, as well as his own tender

composition ‘Out of Africa’. Experience the pulsing heart of this

incredible land through the joy of song.

Wednesday 10th December at 7.00pm

Australian Television Premiere

Leo Schofield in conversation: Kathy Lette

Australian Kathy Lette first attracted attention as a teenager with

her highly popular novel Puberty Blues, an autobiographical story

about her own childhood on Sydney’s southern beaches which was

then made into a popular film. She went on to write several more

novels including Girls Night Out and Foetal Attraction, as well as theatre scripts and several

newspaper columns, establishing herself as a popular feminist writer. Now living with husband

Geoffrey Robertson and her two children in London, her quick wit and acid tongue have seen

her top the best seller lists. A self-affirmed master of the ‘chick-lit’ genre, her latest book ‘To

Love, Honour and Betray (Till Divorce Us Do Part)’, is an honest and hilarious exploration of

marriage and infidelity. Leo Schofield chats with one of Australia’s most outspoken authors.

Wednesday 10th December at 10.30pm

Ovation Premiere

Making Of A Swinging Christmas

A behind-the-scenes peak into the making of Tony Bennett's 'Swingin' Christmas' special. The

world’s most popular swinger performs all your favourite holiday classics, accompanied by the

Count Basie Big Band. An intimite insight into the man behind the music.

Wednesday 10th December at 11.00pm

Ovation Premiere

Tony Bennett: Swingin’ Christmas

In this Ovation Christmas special, the world’s most popular swinger

performs all your favourite holiday classics. Accompanied by the Count

Basie Big Band, the master sings hits such as ‘Winter Wonderland’ and

‘All I Want for Christmas is You’ in this finger-snapping concert.

Thursday 11th December at 8.30pm

58th Annual Edinburgh Military Tattoo

Ovation Premiere

Performers from across the globe take part in the 58th Annual

Military Tattoo to celebrate the diamond wedding anniversary of

Her Majesty the Queen of England and The Duke of Edinburgh.

Filmed at the historic Edinburgh Castle, this special celebration

features a tribute to the role of military music throughout history.

Friday 12th December at 8.30pm

Ovation Premiere

Fairytale

Based on factual accounts, this fantasy adventure follows two

young girls who have the ability to see faeries. When they take

photographic proof of the creatures, it causes a stir throughout

England, with such prestigious icons Harry Houdini dropping by

to pay the girls a visit. Starring Harvey Keitel and Peter O'Toole, this is a magical adventure

for the whole family.

Saturday 13th December at 6.30pm

Ovation Premiere

The Darling Buds of May – Episode 2

Hit comedy drama follows the lovable Larkin family whose idyllic lives

in the English countryside are disrupted by the arrival of Charlie the

Tax Inspector. After a long weekend with the Larkins, Charlie must

remind himself of his duties. However this proves difficult when

Mariette (Catherine Zeta-Jones) gets into a fight for his attentions

with Pauline Jackson, the local flirt.

Saturday 13th December at 7.30pm

Thanks for Listening – Episode 2

Ovation Premiere

This fascinating documentary series chronicles the history of Australian

radio. Episode 2 explores the pioneers of Australian radio, the birth of

the ABC and how advertising changed the face of broadcasting, making

radio personalities into millionaires. Also features classic women of

Australian radio, including footage and interviews with Ita Buttrose,

Margaret Throsby and Jackie O.

Saturday 13th December at 8.30pm

Call me Madam

Ovation Premiere On Ita’s Broadway

Join Ita Buttrose for the glitz and glamour of all your favourite

Broadway Musicals on Ita’s Broadway.

Cheeky musical comedy satires American foreign affairs

through the story of Sally Adams (Ethel Merman), a brash

hostess who is suddenly appointed to Ambassador to

fictional nation Lichtenberg. Her brash approach is disconcerting to the rather stuffy society of

Lichtenburg, except to the Foreign Minister who instantly falls in love with her. With a

wonderful score written by Irving Berlin, as well as an all-star cast, this is a fabulously

entertaining Broadway experience like no other.

Saturday 13th December at 11.30pm

Williams Forsythe: Spirit of the Arts

Ovation Premiere

This fascinating documentary is a revealing insight into the life of choreographer William

Forsythe, whose prolific career in dance theatre has encompassed a range of visual media

from film to architecture. The program follows Forsythe on a typical day on tour; during

rehearsals, meetings and performances of his critically acclaimed show Heterotopia. Forsythe

talks candidly about his inspirations, his extraordinary drive, and of course his greatest love;

dance.

Sunday 14th December at 7.30pm

Australian Television Premiere

Metropolitan Opera: La Fille Du Regiment

The Metropolitan Opera’s most dazzling productions

continue on Ovation with Donizetti’s La Fille Du Régiment.

Opéra comique was originally created as an antidote to the

stale, aristocratic opera of the French court, and Director

Laurent Pelly’s stunning production is full of humour,

dynamism and outstanding voices. Experience Natalie

Dessay’s fearless coloratura and impeccable comic timing

and Juan Diego Flórez’s remarkable musicality. A joy to watch.

Week 3 – Monday 15/12/08 – Sunday 21/12/08

Monday 15th December at 8.30pm

Ovation Premiere

Elvis Presley: The Early Years

This unique film review draws on rare concert film of Elvis Presley in

performance and documentary footage from television and radio

archives around the world. Featuring first hand accounts of insiders

from the Elvis camp including Scotty Moore, and Ray Walker from

the King's backing group, this exciting documentary helps strip away the layers of

sensationalism and half truths to produce the ultimate critical review of Elvis Presley, up close

and personal.

Tuesday 16th December at 7.35pm

Ovation Christmas Special

Celtic Woman: A Christmas Celebration

Multi-platinum supergroup Celtic Woman combine their rich vocals with

colourful instrumentals in this special Christmas celebration live from

Dublin. The women combine favourite holiday standards with Gaelic

carols, finely weaving between the piety of classical music and the

playfulness of pop to deliver a stunning performance.

Wednesday 17th December at 9.30pm

Ovation Premiere

Celtic Woman – The Story So Far

This stunning concert special captures the stunning voices of Lisa, Méav, Chloë, Órla, Lynn &

Alex and the inspired fiddle playing of Máiréad. This essential collection of their most beloved

and memorable songs will give new fans a chance an opportunity to catch up on

their phenomenal success and old fans a chance to reminisce.

Friday 19th December at 8.30pm

Ovation Premiere

Brassed Off

This rollicking romantic comedy follows the heart-warming tale of a

Yorkshire mining town. When the mine is threatened with being

shut down, the town must enter their disorderly Brass Band into a

national competition. Their only hope is Gloria (Tara Fitzgerald), a

flugelhorn player, who injects some life into the band, especially childhood sweetheart Andy

(Ewan McGregor). A sweet feel-good film that will have you laughing till you cry.

Saturday 20th December at 6.30pm

Ovation Premiere

The Darling Buds of May – Episode 3

Hit comedy drama follows the lovable Larkin family. In

episode 3 Mariette (Catherine Zet-Jones) prepares for her

marriage to Charlie the Tax Inspector while Pop (David

Jason) turns his hand to property developing. When the

well heeled Mr and Mrs Jerebohm come down from

London looking for a country residence Pop sees an

opportunity too good to pass up.

Saturday 20th December at 7.30pm

Ovation Premiere

Thanks for Listening – Episode 3

Episode 3 of this fascinating documentary series explores the history of

music on radio from early concerts to Top 40 hits. This episode also

chronicles breakfast and country radio through the years, and features

rare footage and interviews with radio personalities including Bert

Newton, Mike Walsh, Stan Rofe, John Laws and many more.

Saturday 20th December at 8.30pm

Carousel

Ovation Premiere on Ita’s Broadway

Join Ita Buttrose for the glitz and glamour of all your favourite

Broadway Musicals on Ita’s Broadway.

Widely considered one of Rodgers and Hammerstein’s

greatest musical scores, this stunning musical stars Shirley

Jones and Gordon MacRae as a carousel barker given one more chance to right the wrongs

made during his life. The film made Broadway history with its tragic plotline which explored

social attitudes and prejudice, and is a must-see for any lover of the stage. Enjoy Broadway at

its very best.

Sunday 21st December at 6.05pm

Australian Television Premiere

Picasso – Episode 1

Focusing in on 13 key events in Picasso's life, this meticulously

researched 2-part documentary explores the life and career of one

of the world’s most significant artists. Through deconstructing

Picasso's canvasses, viewers discover how his style and subject

were shaped by his tumultuous life. Through interviews with his

contemporaries as well as newsreel footage, viewers enjoy a rare

and fascinating insight into the life of a true master.

Sunday 21st December at 7.30pm

Australian Television Premiere

Metropolitan Opera: La Boheme

In celebration of Puccini’s 150th birthday, Ovation’s

exclusive presentation of the Metropolitan Opera’s

finest performances continues with La Boheme. A

magnificent cast comes together for Franco Zeffirelli’s

iconic production of the Puccini favorite. The exciting

young conductor Nicola Luisotti presides over a glorious vocal ensemble led by the

mesmerizing Angela Gheorghiu, who sings Mimì opposite golden-toned tenor Ramón Vargas

as her lover, Rodolfo.

Sunday 21st December at 10.00pm

Ovation Premiere

Basquiat

The dramatic story of the meteoric rise of a young artist Jean-

Michel Basquiat. From homeless artist to rising star of the

1960’s art world, his success has a high price and Basquiat

pays with friendship, love and even his life. Stars Benicio del

Toro and David Bowie as Andy Warhol.

Week 4 – Monday 22/12/08 – Sunday 28/12/08

Monday 22nd December at 8.30pm

Ovation Premiere

Elvis: The Later Years

This is the insider's story of the King and his music as told firsthand

by the people who knew Elvis best. Featuring live concert

footage from Hawaii in 1973, alongside the first hand reflections of

those who knew and worked with the King personally, including

musicians Bill Baiz, Larry Strickland and Ronnie Tutt from Elvis'

band, Joe Guercio Elvis' music director, Loanne Parker the Colnel's

secretary, road manager Joe Esposito and Sam Thompson Elvis'

bodyguard from 1972-1977.

Monday 22nd December at 9.30pm

Ovation Premiere

The Clash

Monday Night Legends host Glenn A Baker hosts this

rockumentary, which charts the rise and fall of one of the

world’s most influential bands. Starting out as rebellious

young teens, the band’s raw energy and unforgettable

sound quickly placed them at the forefront of the punk

movement. Despite various internal conflicts, their differing

influences combined to create a timeless and incredibly

influential force, changing the face of rock music forever.

Wednesday 24th December at 7.00pm

Australian Television Premiere

Leo in Europe- Helmut Lotti

Flemish superstar Helmut Lotti speaks with Leo Schofield in this

special conversation, filmed on location near his home town near

Antwerp. Drawing vocally from the dulcet tones of the 1950’s

crooners, Lotti has gained incredible popularity all over the world

with his immense repertoire. From classical music to jazz and his

own compositions, Lotti has wowed audiences with his talent and

charisma. Born in Ghent in Belgium, Lotti began his career as, of

all things, an Elvis Presley impersonator. Indeed, at one stage he

was known as the New Elvis, but he changed tack and in 1995

recorded the first of a long series of ‘Helmut Lotti Goes Classic’

albums that brought him fame throughout Europe and beyond.

Lotti has sold over 13 million albums worldwide and received over

80 platinum and 70 gold albums.

Wednesday 24th December at 8.30pm

Ovation Premiere Christmas Eve Special

Darling Buds of May: Christmas Is Coming

In this Christmas episode of this hit drama, Ma is in the kitchen

while Mariette is expecting. But a mysterious stranger threatens

the family’s idyllic celebrations. Stars David Jason and Catherine

Zeta-Jones.

Thursday 25th December at 6.00pm

Celtic Woman: A Christmas Celebration

Ovation Christmas Special

Multi-platinum supergroup Celtic Woman combine their rich vocals with

colourful instrumentals in this special Christmas celebration live from

Dublin. The women combine favourite holiday standards with Gaelic

carols, finely weaving between the piety of classical music and the

playfulness of pop to deliver a stunning performance.

Friday 26th December at 8.30pm

Ovation Premiere

Waking Ned Devine

A riotous comedy follows two elderly men who learn that

someone in their tiny Irish village has won the lottery, and soon

find he has died of shock on discovering the win. Now the entire

town must bind together to pretend he is still alive in order to

divide the money amongst them.

Saturday 27th December at 6.30pm

Ovation Premiere

The Darling Buds of May – Episode 4

Hit British drama follows the lovable Larkin family. In episode 4 as

wedding bells ring, Pop has planned a 'perfick' day for the happy couple

but he didn't prepare for an unplanned appointment with the magistrate.

Saturday 27th December at 7.30pm

Ovation Premiere

Thanks for Listening – Episode 4

Episode 4 of this documentary series chronicling the history of Australian

radio explores the rise of ‘talk back’ and ‘format’ music stations and how

these new formats changed radio forever. With the arrival of FM, a new

generation of radio stars was born, with radio masters such as Rod Muir,

John Vincent and Merrick and Rosso.

Saturday 27th December at 8.30pm

Gentlemen Prefer Blondes

Ovation Premiere On Ita’s Broadway

Join Ita Buttrose for the glitz and glamour of all your favourite Broadway

Musicals on Ita’s Broadway.

Ita Buttrose presents this classic musical comedy stars Marilyn Monroe and

Jane Russell as two strong and self-sufficient women searching for the

men of their dreams. A fun, flashy Broadway romp filled with colour,

humour and wonderful songs, including Monroe's famous rendition of ‘Diamonds are a Girl's

Best Friend’. Broadway has never been such fun.

Sunday 28th December at 6.05pm

Australian Television Premiere

Picasso - Episode 2

Focusing in on 13 key events in Picasso's life, this meticulously

researched 2-part documentary explores the life and career of one of the

world’s most significant artists. Through deconstructing Picasso's

canvasses, viewers discover how his style and subject were shaped by

his tumultuous life. Through interviews with his contemporaries as well as

newsreel footage, viewers enjoy a rare and fascinating insight into the life

of a true master.

Sunday 28th December at 9.30pm

Australian Television Premiere

Rivers and Tides

This stunning documentary follows British artist Andy Goldsworthy

who creates intricate and ephemeral sculptures from natural

materials such as rocks, leaves, flowers, and icicles. Beautifully shot

and mesmerisingly poetic, this film is an intoxicating study of the

fragile relationship between man, art and nature.
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