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News

Release

30 December 2009 

SBS congratulates Sailors with disAbilities as it comes in 29th in the 2009 Sydney to Hobart race 

Under skipper David Pescud a newly assembled disabled crew – variously blind, limbless and paraplegic, took part in the world’s toughest ocean race, the Sydney to Hobart, and garnered a remarkable 29th overall and second in their division.  

Filming of the SBS ONE documentary series disAble-bodied Sailors took place on board the Sailors with disABILITIES yacht as it traversed the treacherous route to Hobart with live streaming from the ship on sbs.com.au throughout the journey.  

Director of Content - Television and Online Matt Campbell said, "This is an extraordinary effort by David and his crew.  SBS salutes them.  We commissioned this documentary series to showcase the determination, strength and skills needed to pursue the dream of competing in this ferocious race – up against extremely athletic, able bodied sailors in million dollar boats - and we know we have an incredible series, featuring incredible people."

Skipper David Pescud said of his crew: “They were terrific, just an amazing attitude. It’s a huge learning curve: we’ve all been through it before, done it, but these guys are, in the middle of the night, being bashed up, bounced up, cold, frozen, yelled at, screamed at. And they just have to learn to deal with it and they did just great.”
DisAble-bodied Sailors will air on SBS ONE on Thursday, 18 March 2010.  The four part series will follow the tough talking, no nonsense yet inspirational Pescud and his core team as they find a crew, train a crew and then race a crew comprised of people – both male and female - with disabilities.  

DisAble-bodied Sailors is part of the newly launched series of documentaries, called Secrets and Lives.  Gritty and entertaining in equal measure, Secrets and Lives comprises 26 weeks of documentaries in mini series of three or more parts.  From a former chronic alcoholic attempting to save the lives of other sufferers in his suburban rehab, to a hairdresser and make-up artist who has dedicated his live to helping ex drug users back to work, Secrets and Lives will take viewers into edgy and fascinating worlds, providing unparalleled access to great Australian characters and subcultures.   
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