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Program 
Highlights

Week of 21 December, 2008
Week 52
LOST WORLDS: 

Sunday, 21 December at 7.30pm

GERMANIC TRIBES
DOCUMENTARY:

Sunday, 21 December at 8.30pm
THE EMPIRE STATE BUILDING MURDERS
FOOD SERIES: 

Wednesday, 24 December at 7.30pm 
PERSIAN FOOD SAFARI
AS IT HAPPENED: 

Friday, 26 December at 8.30pm
THE NIGHT JAMES BROWN SAVED BOSTON
 
LOST WORLDS: 


GERMANIC TRIBES

New Four-Part Series

Commences on Sunday, 21 December at 7.30pm

Germanic Tribes is a new documentary series beginning on SBS on Sunday December 21 at 7.30pm. This four-part series deals with the mass migration of Germanic tribes at the very beginning of European history, while Ancient Rome raced towards inevitable collapse and a new political centre developed in Northwest Europe. This period, from the invasion of the Huns in 375 to the conquest of Italy by the Lombards in 568, is one of the most fascinating, significant and complex epochs in history. 

In 120 BC the Cimbrians and Teutons emerged from Denmark and waged war on the Roman Empire to the south, with conspicuous success. In the fifth century the Goths, Franks and Vandals joined the bloodthirsty Huns, bringing about the final collapse of the Empire. From the ruins arose new kingdoms: the Ostrogoths in present-day Italy, the Visigoths in Spain, the Anglo-Saxons in England and the Franks in modern France and Germany. In 800 AD, when Charlemagne, King of the Franks, was crowned Holy Roman Emperor, it marked the beginning of modern European history.

Storm over Europe is a very special journey into the past. The wandering tribes of this period left few visible monuments. There are wonderful treasures such as the Roman-Germanic architecture of Ravenna and Trier - the Germanic corpses from the moors in Northern Germany and Denmark - the Anglo-Saxon ship grave at Sutton Hoo in England - and the Visigoth royal treasure at Guarrazar in Spain - nevertheless, relicts from this period are extremely rare. 

Germanic Tribes exposes the clichés, myths and ideologies that have distorted perception. For example, The Nazis believed these tribes were pure Aryans, while in fact they were prime examples of mixed-race cultures. They were regarded as brutish barbarians - though the Cimbrians would carry a sort of wash-bag with them, containing among other things a comb and toothpicks.

Using modern technology to present evidence from more than 15 countries, Germanic Tribes includes interviews with over 30 specialists and dramatic reconstructions staged in Morocco, Spain, Denmark, England and Bohemia. 

DOCUMENTARY:


THE EMPIRE STATE BUILDING MURDERS
Sunday, 21 December at 8.30pm
“By the time you get this tape, I should be dead, too.  They won’t let me live Jim.  I know too much. I’m counting on you to rid the nation of this filth. I love you. You’re the only one I’ve ever loved.  How many times in our lives do we really fall for someone?  Once, maybe twice, if we’re lucky.  Goodbye Jim.” Penny Baxter.

In December 2007, a letter turned up at a post office in New York City that a certain Penny Baxter had written to Jim Kowalski, back in 1949.  She claimed that her husband, Mafia godfather Tony Carlucci, wanted her dead.  For the elderly Jim Kowalski, this letter brings back a lot of memories.  He’s one of the few people left who experienced, first hand, the doomed love affair between an ambitious girl and her Mafia boss-boyfriend, and its impact on everyone around them.

So begins William Karel’s ode to American film noir that combines myth with reality and blurs fiction and non-fiction.  The Empire State Building Murders which will screen on SBS on Sunday December 21 at 8.30pm is a feature film dressed up like a documentary.

Karel has edited countless film clips from old classics into a black-and-white drama in which the Empire State Building plays a key role.  Using excerpts from such Hollywood classics as The Big Sleep, To Have and Have Not, The Big Heat, Young Man With a Horn, Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye, The Naked City, Casablanca and Gun Crazy, Karel also persuaded actors from the 1930s and 1940s to play characters in his Mafia drama.  Living legends such as Kirk Douglas, Ben Gazzarra, Mickey Rooney, Marsha Hunt, Richard Erdman, and Anne Jeffreys, talk about a past in which Lauren Bacall is Penny, James Cagney is Tony.  Even Humphrey Bogart and Glen Ford come along for the ride.  

In style with the noir period is dialogue such as “A gorgeous blonde with a body that just wouldn’t quit”; “The city that never sleeps turned me into an insomniac”; and “…he decided to rub the other two out.”
FOOD SERIES: 


PERSIAN FOOD SAFARI
Wednesday, 24 December at 7.30pm 

On Wednesday, 24 December at 7.30pm Food Safari enters the saffron-scented realm of Persian food - one of the most ancient cuisines on earth.  
We will discover the secrets to cooking tender kebabs, how the rosewater iced dessert faloodeh is made, and why the Persian rice dish zereshk polow is so adored.  
Maeve joins emporium owner Russoul Sajadi for a tour of the best rice, nuts, barberries and spices essential for Persian cuisine, then gets a lesson on kebabs from restaurateur Kamy Shapaury and his chef Malek Mehdi on how to thread the meat onto skewers and how to marinate and cook the kebabs. Along the way, she discovers the ancient slow-cooked dish called dizi, loved by manual labourers as a food that kept them going all day, but now popular with younger Persians in Australia.
Chef Jason Aghamri introduces Maeve to the hearty Persian breakfast kaleh pache made with lambs’ heads and hooves and shows her how to cook the classic dish flavoured with dried limes and green herbs called qormeh sabzi. 
Renowned home-cook Nadia Sajadi shares the secrets of perfect Persian rice, which she boils, then steams, then mixes with saffron, barberries and toasted nuts for the legendary zereshk polow - the rice dish of celebration. Like rice, Persian sweets are works of art and baker Babak Joneidy shows how chickpea flour, rice flour and spices can make sweet magic. 

Hot summers in Teheran led to the creation of a rosewater scented Persian slushie with frozen noodles called faloodeh - restaurateur Jalal Dastyari shows how it’s made and eaten.  

To support the food and lifestyle programming on Wednesday nights, SBS has launched a new global cuisine website: www.sbs.com.au/food 

AS IT HAPPENED: 


THE NIGHT JAMES BROWN SAVED BOSTON
Friday, 26 December at 8.30pm
“When a great man is killed for no reason and he happens to be your friend, you feel the loss twice over.” -  James Brown, April 1968

On April 5 1968, the morning after one of the most catastrophic moments in American history; the assassination of Martin Luther King, America’s inner cities has begun to implode.

In Boston is a fragile peace, a ticking time bomb that could go off at any moment. A concerned Mayor of Boston decides to cancel a long-scheduled James Brown concert to avoid confrontation - a potentially incendiary move… but after warnings he has a change of heart and asks: “Is there something James Brown can do to help?”

In a stadium that holds 14,000 people, only 2,000 turn up to watch. When the mayor comes on stage and urges attendees to honour Dr King peacefully, fans rush to the stage. 

It is James Brown who calls off the security and manages to talk everyone back into their seats.

The Night James Brown Saved Boston, screening on SBS on Friday, 26 December at 8.30pm, tells the story of that amazing night and contains rarely seen footage of the Godfather of Soul’s concert plus personal reminiscences from those in attendance. 

Boston remained peaceful that night, and the concert became legendary.
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