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NEW SERIES
Perilous Journeys
Wednesdays in December at 8:30pmAEDT

In this four-part series, host Marsh Mokhtari travels the globe in search of the most treacherous roads. Taking on the challenge of driving the length of these poorly-kept thoroughfares – some that hardly even merit the term road – Marsh reveals tips and secrets for driving in all kinds of conditions and, with danger lurking around every bend, how being prepared can save your life.
NEW EPISODES
Somewhere In China
Tuesdays in December at 8:30pmAEDT
China is on the cusp of whole new era – one filled with growing prosperity, massive construction and social reinvention. But behind the changes is a country brimming with ancient traditions, unique culture and incredible history. Brothers Peter and Jeff Hutchens have been photographing the world for National Geographic publications and television programs for years. Now they are off on their own adventure of a lifetime. Raised in China, they return to explore many of the places that offer remarkable opportunities for them to practice their craft… and many chances to get into trouble.
Treks In A Wild World
From Tuesday December 16 at 9:30pmAEDT

Among this month’s trekkers, Australian host Matt Young explores Guyana in South America, a country of pristine rainforests and mighty rivers, whose people are full of verve and charm. Zoe Palmer hits a volcanic hotspot in the Caribbean and heads to the other side of the world for a journey through little-known Albania. Full of pioneering spirit, Holly Morris hits the beaten trail – the Colorado Trail – in America’s Rocky Mountains. Zay Harding, meanwhile, travels through Bosnia-Herzegovina and Montenegro, two countries that gained independence from the former war-torn country of Yugoslavia.
Australian Premiere

Somewhere In China: Ice City

Tuesday December 2, 2008 at 8:30pmAEDT
Peter and Jeff Hutchens revisit the cold, Communist city of their youth: Harbin. They find a vibrant commercial city that has come to embrace its icy heritage. The brothers embrace the ice (quite literally) as they swim in icy waters, make an ice sculpture, race down an ice slide and drink in a bar made of ice. They also visit the world famous Harbin Ice Festival. Here the largest and most beautiful ice sculptures in the world are on display. As the brothers board a train headed out of Harbin, the lights of the ice festival can be seen in the distance, and they are amazed at the new vibrancy of the ice city from their youth.
Australian Premiere

Perilous Journeys: Crossing The Himalaya

Wednesday December 3, 2008 at 8:30pmAEDT

Perilous Journeys host Marsh Mokhtari travels across India’s majestic Himalayan Mountain Range over one of the worlds highest motorable passes. The white-knuckle journey starts in the northern India town of Leh and climbs to more than 5,600 meters in elevation over Khardung La. In summertime the region around the pass is full of tourists but in wintertime the road can be treacherous and prone to avalanches. Mokhtari experiences winter weather and altitude sickness as he drives over the mountains and into the Nubra Valley where India and Pakistan have been fighting each other for decades.

Australian Premiere

Somewhere In China: Going Local

Tuesday December 9, 2008 at 8:30pmAEDT
Peter and Jeff Hutchins visit China’s most ethnically diverse province: Yunnan. There are 25 different minorities in this province. To learn about these different minorities, the brothers visit the National Ethnic Minorities Park. They soon discover that to really understand the cultures of these people, they need to visit them in their native villages. Pete and Jeff attend a Lisu festival that includes an 11 storey sword ladder and walking on hot coals. Peter decides to take a shaky ride on an old-fashioned Ferris wheel and they join in on a traditional crossbow competition. They take a zip line over a steep gorge to a Lisu village; visit a Bai elephant park and get a surprise elephant massage; and find themselves in the middle of the Dai Water Splashing Festival. The brothers have fun exploring these unique cultures, but they can't help but notice how many of them are simply becoming tourist attractions.
Australian Premiere

Perilous Journeys: Cracking The Ice Road

Wednesday December 10, 2008 at 8:30pmAEDT

High above the Arctic Circle in Canada’s Northwest Territories, winter brings temperatures as low as minus 40 degrees Celsius. But to residents here, the brutal cold is a blessing. It transforms rivers and lakes into frozen highways, linking remote villages to the outside world. Driving on ice isn’t without its dangers though. Perilous Journeys host Marsh Mokhtari travels on one ice road to the northernmost village on the Canadian mainland. The stakes are high, so Marsh must combine modern technology with survival techniques he learns from indigenous people along the way. If the ice holds, Marsh might just make it to his destination… the edge of the world.

Australian Premiere
Somewhere In China: Kicked Out Of Gansu

Tuesday December 16, 2008 at 8:30pmAEDT

Peter and Jeff Hutchens visit the Buddhist monks of China to explore their traditions. Buddhism was once China’s dominant religion. In Gansu, they are the first westerners to film in the yellow hat Tibetan monks’ temple. They then visit the red hat and Ban sects. In Yunnan, Pete and Jeff visit the rainforest and temples of the Dai Buddhists. They finish their journey at a graceful and explosive Dai ceremony. The brothers have seen many changes in China, but are surprised to find Buddhist traditions still thriving.

Australian Premiere

Treks In A Wild World: Guyana

Tuesday December 16, 2008 at 9:30pmAEDT

Australia’s Matt Young travels to Guyana in South America, a country of pristine rainforests and mighty rivers, whose people are full of Caribbean charm. Starting his journey in the capital Georgetown, during Guyana's annual Carnival, Mashramani, a spectacular and hugely enjoyable street party, Matt then heads into the interior, following in the footsteps of early European explorers who came this way searching for the legendary golden city of El Dorado. Although the mythical city proved elusive for the explorers, ironically the Guyanese interior is in fact rich with gold. Travelling by boat up the mighty Essequibo, South America's third largest river, Matt comes across many small-time gold-miners hoping to make their fortune. Few become rich, of course and their sporadic income mostly finds its ways to the bars and brothels of small towns like Mahdia, as Matt discovers when he joins three gold-diggers for a day. Pushing on through dense rainforest, Matt is guided to the edge of Kaieteur National Park by a local Amerindian, before finally reaching the spectacular Kaieteur Falls, at 741 feet said to be the highest single-drop waterfall anywhere in the world – a spectacular sight that provides a fitting climax to his journey through Guyana.

Australian Premiere

Perilous Journeys: The Roof Of Africa

Wednesday December 17, 2008 at 8:30pmAEDT

Host Marsh Mokhtari attempts a treacherous winter ascent of the notoriously rugged Sani Pass in Lesotho – from there it will only get worse as he must face the highest road in Africa. When he leaves his guide at the remote passport checkpoint on the South African/Lesotho border, Marsh prepares for an “African massage”, being bounced around on the rocky road. In places, the road seems to climb vertically and with increasing winds at higher altitudes, there’s a very real of danger of slipping off the road. But the road has more complicated surprises in store for Marsh and his vehicle.

Australian Premiere

Somewhere In China: Beijing Boom

Tuesday December 23, 2008 at 8:30pmAEDT
Peter and Jeff Hutchens visit China’s capital, Beijing, where the distinction between old and new traditions in this rapidly changing nation are perhaps most evident. The brothers join a punk band and play ping-pong with members of the Communist Youth League. They compare a traditional Hutong neighbourhood to a modern skyscraper under construction. On a short trip to Inner Mongolia – where the people have lived unchanged for centuries – the brothers compete in the age-old sports of wrestling and archery. Back in Beijing, Pete and Jeff party with the "nouveau riche" and practice with traditional Chinese acrobats. Their hope is that the rapidly expanding economy will not diminish the diversity of traditions that makes China so wonderful.

Australian Premiere

Treks In A Wild World: Caribbean

Tuesday December 23, 2008 at 9:30pmAEDT

Zoe Palmer travels to the spectacular Caribbean islands of St Lucia, Martinique and Montserrat, which have volcanic mountainous interiors ideal for trekking. On St Lucia, Zoe hikes the majestic Gros Piton mountain, before taking the ferry to the island of Martinique to visit the town of St. Pierre, devastated by a massive volcanic eruption in 1902, that killed virtually the entire population of 30,000 within minutes. Offshore, at least 18 ships in the harbour were sunk by the eruption and Zoe goes diving amongst the wrecks. Finally, Zoe travels to the island of Montserrat, which was devastated by much more recent volcanic eruptions in 1995 and 1997. The southern half of the island, including the abandoned former capital Plymouth, is now an exclusion zone, to which access is severely restricted. Zoe receives special permission to enter the exclusion zone on foot, getting a close-up view of the destruction in the former capital Plymouth. Just days after filming however, the Montserrat volcano erupts once again. Within minutes, a deadly pyroclastic flow surges into Plymouth and the surrounding area. Luckily Zoe and the rest of the team get out just in time.
Australian Premiere

Treks In A Wild World: Colorado

Tuesday December 23, 2008 at 10:00pmAEDT

Holly Morris treks through 19th century America where the civilised world meets the wild frontier in Colorado. Holly follows the tracks of the early pioneers along the Colorado Trail. Setting out for Silverton from the lonely ghost town of Carson, Holly and her guide face severe lightning and hailstorms as they cross the Rocky Mountains. From here, she jumps on a vintage steam train to Durango where she takes part in the rodeo. Nearing the end of her trek, she drives north to the birthplace of the mountain bike, Crested Butte. From here, she cycles through the dramatic mountain trail leading to her final destination: Aspen.
Australian Premiere

Perilous Journeys: Into The Lost Jungle

Wednesday December 24, 2008 at 8:30pmAEDT

Host Marsh Mokhtari must overcome dangerous obstacles and avoid encounters with violent Columbian guerrilla fighters as he travels to one of the last wild frontiers in the world: Panama’s legendary Darien Gap. From the village of Carti on the Caribbean coast, Marsh heads into the hilly jungle terrain on one of the worst roads in the entire country. It’s the rainy season so he risks getting stuck in the mud and being stranded in the middle of the rainforest. After three gruelling hours of rocky terrain, he turns onto the Pan-American Highway. From here, it’s over 200 kilometres to the Darien Gap. But to get there, he must dodge enormous potholes, traverse torn-up sections of the roadway and pass through tense police checkpoints. When the road runs out, he has to trek into the dense rainforest on foot, avoiding FARC guerillas and drug runners in this notorious outlaw haven. With a crocodile-infested river ahead and more human dangers dogging his heels, he will reach the indigenous Embera village of Mercadeo before nightfall if all goes well.

Australian Premiere

Treks In A Wild World: The Balkans

Tuesday December 30, 2008 at 9:30pmAEDT

Zay Harding travels through Bosnia-Herzegovina and Montenegro, two countries that gained independence from the former war-torn country of Yugoslavia. From Sarajevo, which suffered the longest military siege in modern European history in the early 1990’s, Zay hikes through the mountains to Bosnia's highest village of Lukomir, where the traditional way of life endures little changed from centuries ago. Travelling on to Montenegro, Zay mountain bikes through the remote Sinjajevina Highlands as far as the Durmitor National Park before ending his trip rafting down the spectacular Tara river through the deepest river gorge in Europe.
Australian Premiere

Treks In A Wild World: Albania

Tuesday December 30, 2008 at 10:00pmAEDT

Zoe Palmer travels to one of the least known countries in Europe, Albania. Starting her trip from Skhodra in the north of the country, she follows in the footsteps of the British explorer Edith Durham who trekked through the remote Accursed Mountains a hundred years ago. Travelling by boat along spectacular Lake Komani, she mountain bikes as far as the village of Valbona, then rides on horseback to Rrogam and over the high Valbona pass. In a country where blood feuds still hold sway, traditional life in the villages that Zoe passes through has hardly changed in the century since Edith Durham's travels. Reaching the remote and rarely visited village of Thethi, surrounded by the high Accursed Mountains, Zoe ends her trip climbing to the summit of the dramatic peak of Mount Arapit.
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