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NEW SERIES
Somewhere In China
Tuesdays at 8:30pmAEDT from November 18
China is on the cusp of whole new era – one filled with growing prosperity, massive construction and social reinvention. But behind the changes is a country brimming with ancient traditions, unique culture and incredible history. As China reinvents itself, much of the past may be lost forever. But the modern China also allows us to see a new blending of old and new – and that's where Peter and Jeff Hutchens come in. These brothers have been photographing the world for National Geographic publications and television programs for years. Now they are off on their own adventure of a lifetime – and they're taking us with them. The brothers (raised in China), explore many of the places that offer remarkable opportunities for them to practice their craft…and many chances to get into trouble. Guided by a fearless sense of adventure, they're not afraid to take risks that even the locals avoid.  And it's not unlike them to be found in both beautiful locations and seedy back-alley bars. They go places where others dare not tread, all for the sport of it.
NEW EPISODES
Departures
Wednesdays in November at 8:30pmAEDT
Friends Scott and Justin leave their lives behind in search of unique experiences and adventures abroad. From epic landscapes and unforgettable people, to the often trying times that come with international travel, Scott and Justin strive to find new perspectives on everyday life. It's as much about the journey as the destination. No prizes, no contests, just real life and real travel.
ONE OFF SPECIAL

Gabon: The Last Dance

Friday November 7, 2008 at 8:30pmAEDT

The spiritual and musical traditions of Gabon’s people have evolved in the jungle over millennia but development is rapidly spreading and ancient cultural traditions are being diluted. National Geographic Emerging Explorer, Josh Ponte, travels the country recording music, dance and rituals that are on the verge of extinction. At the same time, he examines the people’s relationship with the unseen and natural worlds around them.

Adventure Wanted: Bullriding

Tuesday November 4, 2008 at 8:30pmAEDT

Joby Ogwyn visits the old, rugged cowboy territory of Cody, Wyoming with hopes of achieving the ultimate rodeo goal: holding on for the mythical 8 seconds atop the back of an angry bull.
Australian Premiere

Departures: New Zealand – Untouched

Wednesday November 5, 2008 at 8:30pmAEDT

Continuing in New Zealand, the boys get a bit of Ellis spirit and step up the adventure. They spend Christmas together in the remote beauty of Milford Sound, then head to Wannaka on their way to Tasman Glacier before hitting the extreme sports in Queenstown. Finding adventure and uninhabited landscape reminds them of how long theyve been on the road and of all the family and friends waiting for their return.
Bondi Rescue Series 1: Episode 1

Thursday November 6, 2008 at 8:30pmEST

It’s the start of summer and the lifeguards are gearing up for the job on one of the busiest beaches in the world. Two and a half million people visit Bondi each year, up to 50,000 people on any one day. The season gets off to a dramatic start as riots on Cronulla Beach threaten to spill over to Bondi. A shark scare only adds to the drama. For a while the beach is bizarrely quiet, then all hell breaks loose when 17-year-old Natalie suddenly collapses in the water for no apparent reason. Her rescue and hospitalisation is a major incident on Bondi.
Bondi Rescue Series 1: Episode 2

Thursday November 6, 2008 at 9:00pmEST

It’s Christmas Day and the swell sends shivers up the back of the Lifeguards as they set up the beach in the morning. They know that tourists, alcohol and surf are a dangerous mix. With at least 10,000 overseas travellers due on the beach the Lifeguards expect to be flat out rescuing revellers who will have been drinking since mid-morning. Irish tourist Michelle is more than a little embarrassed when chief lifeguard Hoppo rescues her from the water. Meanwhile a teenager has broken his arm in the nearby skate ramp. Getting him out proves difficult.

Australian Premiere

Gabon: The Last Dance

Friday November 7, 2008 at 8:30pmAEDT

The spiritual and musical traditions of Gabon’s people have evolved in the jungle over millennia but development is rapidly spreading and ancient cultural traditions are being diluted. National Geographic Emerging Explorer, Josh Ponte, travels the country recording music, dance and rituals that are on the verge of extinction. At the same time, he examines the people’s relationship with the unseen and natural worlds around them.

Australian Premiere

Departures: Thailand

Wednesday November 12, 2008 at 8:30pmAEDT

Nearing the end of the trip, Scott and Justin fly to Thailand looking for unique experiences outside of traditional tourist stops. Arriving in Bangkok, they travel to the hill tribes in the north, then head south to the islands, ending their trip with Justin facing off against a Thai kick boxer in-front of hundreds of locals in a sun-drenched ring of Puket.
Bondi Rescue Series 1: Episode 3

Thursday November 13, 2008 at 8:30pmAEDT

Few parties get bigger than the New Year’s Eve dance party at Bondi as over 5,000 revellers dance in the New Year until 6am. The Lifeguards are flat out on New Year’s Day as they attend drug and alcohol affected partygoers. An ecstasy overdose and a surfer’s severely dislocated shoulder are among the most serious cases. To make matters worse, Bondi experiences one of the hottest days on record as the thermometer hovers above 45 degrees and everyone wilts in the heat. A line of ambulances are called down to the beach. But the heat doesn’t stop the thieves.
Bondi Rescue Series 1: Episode 4

Thursday November 13, 2008 at 9:00pmAEDT

Japanese language student Takahiro Ono is found lifeless in the water on a surprisingly calm day. With no breath and no pulse a frantic resuscitation effort begins as lifeguards come to his rescue. Finally a defibrillator shocks him back to life. Ten minutes after the incident Taka is fully conscious. But no one yet knows what caused the emergency in the first place. On Australia Day the crowds come to celebrate on the sand, but one group of revellers find themselves drifting towards New Zealand on blow-up animals. So many different languages abound on Bondi there are comic moments as the lifeguards and victims struggle to make themselves understood.
Australian Premiere

Somewhere In China: Silk Road

Tuesday November 18, 2008 at 8:30pmAEDT

Jeff and Peter Hutchens begin their China journey in Chinas westernmost province, Xingjiang. Populated by locals known as Uyghars, the brothers try to learn the ways of these rough people. They begin their journey in the city of Kashgar. Located near the only passes through the nearly impassible Pamir mountains, Kashgar was the last stop before starting out on the "the Silk Road" to western markets. In Kashgar, they barter for hats in the market, obtain a Uyghar knive, attend a cock-fight, celebrate the Muslim holiday of Ramadan, and even eat goats head! On the Silk Road, the brothers buy silks, hunt for precious white jade, ride a camel caravan through the desert, and play a version of polo with a goats head. Theyll do all of this to understand the traditional and modern way of life of the Uyghar people

Australian Premiere

Departures: Cambodia

Wednesday November 19, 2008 at 8:30pmAEDT

Scott and Justin meet up with their friend Sarorn and his family who show them the untouched parts of Cambodia. They visit the Hill Tribes in Ratanakiri where a traditional sacrifice introduces them to the real side of the country. Next they make their way by road to the majestic temples of Angkor, then on to capital city Phnom Penh and south to the remote region of Takeo. There, they live off the land in a stilt house, taking part in local activities, ceremonies and games. The guys find new purpose with their travels and commit to another year-long trip.
Bondi Rescue Series 1: Episode 5

Thursday November 20, 2008 at 8:30pmAEDT

The lifeguards have an opportunity to show what they’re made of in the Lifeguard Challenge – a mid-season competition to prove who’s the fittest and fastest among the elite watermen. Tensions run deep between old-hand Corey and young Turk Reidy as they go head-to-head in the water. Surprisingly, for such a handsome group of men, many of the lifeguards are single. They all decide to head off to a speed dating session to try their luck – with hilarious results. Meanwhile doctors discover that Takahiro Ono suffered a heart attack in the water and didn’t drown as some suspected. When lifeguards visit him in hospital he becomes very emotional.

Bondi Rescue Series 1: Episode 6

Thursday November 20, 2008 at 9:00pmAEDT

There’s a big swell heading for Bondi and the fearsome rips will be working overtime. But what’s dangerous for mere mortals is a playground for the Lifeguards as they take to the water on their rescue boards at the start of the day. A morning of fun turns out to be the busiest day of summer with thirty-five rescues conducted in a frantic five-minute period. If the big swell isn’t dangerous enough the wind has washed in thousands of bluebottles. The beaches are under attack as tourists scream in pain from the many stings. Then there are the perverts on the sand to contend with.
Australian Premiere

Somewhere In China: Three Gorges Dam

Tuesday November 25, 2008 at 8:30pmAEDT

In this episode, the Hutchens Brothers take a journey on the worlds third longest river, the Yangtze. Peter and Jeff grew up near the Yangtze as boys and now they are returning to this part of the river known as the Three Gorges to get one last look before this land that inspired poets and artists for centuries is consumed by the rising waters. The Chinese government is building the worlds biggest dam on the Yangtze in this region. It will displace millions of people from theirs homes and a way of life they have always known.

Australian Premiere

Departures: Canada – Pushing North

Wednesday November 26, 2008 at 8:30pmAEDT
A year out, Scott and Justin arrive back on home soil, but can't part ways without one more challenge. An epic adventure which takes them from Vancouver, through Dawson City, Whitehorse, past the Arctic Circle, and to the very end of the road. Still not ready to go home, they hop in a cargo plane to fly above and beyond the north shoreline seeing the most remote areas that Canada has to offer.
Bondi Rescue Series 1: Episode 7

Thursday November 27, 2008 at 8:30pmAEDT

Bondi is a circus and some of the high-wire acts performed by the locals defy description. Two young boys are swept from treacherous "flat rock" leaving them with a bloody memento of scrapes and cuts on their backsides – but while the fun´s gone out of the circus, at least they’re still alive. Equally lucky is Erin, a female surfer who wipes-out on the sand and fears she’s broken her back. Lost children and lost wedding rings also occupy the lifeguards’ attention on one of the world´s busiest stretches of sand. Bondi life is indeed a circus.

Bondi Rescue Series 1: Episode 8

Thursday November 27, 2008 at 9:00pmAEDT

A shark found swimming in the kiddies’ pool is a dramatic start to the day as huge cyclonic swells come marching in to Bondi from up north. While most people clear out of the water some of the lifeguards head in for a dramatic display of power surfing. Former world number six, Rod Kerr shows what he’s made of as he carves up the massive waves. But lifeguards can’t afford to get distracted for too long as a family gets swept out in a rip. It’s all hands on deck as they go to the rescue. As the weather calms seagulls, mutton birds and dolphins abound as nature puts on a display at Bondi. With an office like this who would want to work anywhere else?
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