NOVEMBER HIGHLIGHTS 2008

Week 1 – Saturday 1st

Ita Buttrose joins Ovation Channel to host Ita’s Broadway.

The glamour, joy and glitz of Broadway Musicals will enthrall

audiences this summer when Ita Buttrose hosts a selection of the

finest Broadway Musicals on Ovation.

One of Australia's best loved and respected media personalities, Ita

Buttrose, will share her passion and insight into some of the world's

favourite musicals.

“As long as I can remember I have been a fan of the Broadway Musical”, says

Ita. “Whenever I visit New York I never miss the opportunity to see a show. We

have selected an outstanding mix of musicals for Ita’s Broadway and I look

forward to presenting and re-living some of my favourite moments with

Ovation viewers over the summer.”

Saturday 1st at 8.30pm

Ovation Premiere On Ita’s Broadway

There’s No Business Like Show Business

This raucous musical follows the lives of the singing and dancing

Donahue family. Problems strike when son Tim meets hat-check girl

Vicky and the family act begins to fall apart. Stars Marilyn Monroe,

Donald O’Connor, Ethel Merman.

Sunday 2nd at 6.00pm

Australian Television Premiere

Book Stop (Every Sunday)

Book Stop Hosted by ‘book boy’ Lenny Bartulin, the five minute

format is a weekly review of new releases, focusing on one new book

per week. The discussion by Lenny will also incorporate

recommendations and critiques of other books, both new and classic.

The program will be played throughout the Ovation schedule several

times per week.

Monday Night Legends With Glenn A. Baker

Each Monday, host Glenn A. Baker takes viewers to the best seat in

the house for a line-up of some of the best performances that have

taken the world by storm, from artists such as Cat Stevens, John

Lennon, Abba, Roy Orbinson, Queen, Bee Gees, Barry Manilow,

Dusty Springfield, Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers, David Bowie,

Simply Red, Elton John, Tina Turner, Eric Clapton and Peggy Lee.

Along with concert programming, Monday Night Legends also includes music

documentaries and biographies.

Monday 3rd at 8.30pm

Australian Television Premiere

The Girl Can’t Help It

Musical comedy stars Edmund O’Brien as a gangster who

wishes for beautiful girlfriend (Jayne Mansfield) to become a

singing star. When her new manager falls in love with her, her

boyfriend becomes jealous.

Tuesday 4th at 7.30pm

Ovation Premiere

What’s On (Every Tuesday)

Ovation’s weekly guide to the best in arts and entertainment across

Australia, hosted by Michelle Hanna.

Wednesday 5th at 7.00pm

Australian Television Premiere

Leo In Europe – Rolando Villazon

Leo Schofield interviews Mexican mega-star tenor Rolando Villazón,

established as the finest lyric tenor of our time and lauded as the

successor to Placido Domingo. He achieved early recognition as the

winner of three prizes in Domingo’s prestigious Operalia competition,

and won international attention in 2000 with spectacular performances

in La Traviata at both the Teatro Verdi and at the Opera Bastille in

Paris. Since then, Villazon has delighted audiences around the world

with his albums and performances at The Metropolitan Opera, Opera

National de Paris, Royal Opera House Covent Garden, Berlin State Opera and New

York City Opera. Together with Russian soprano Anna Netrebko, the two make up

one of the opera world’s favourite duos, and have performed alongside Domingo,

now one of Villazon’s greatest supporters.

Wednesday 5th at 7.30pm

Australian Television Premiere

Good Listening

No other channel knows classical and cross over music like Ovation

and if you want to find out the best recordings released in classical,

jazz and easy listening from Australia and overseas tune in.

Presented by Cyrus Meher-Homji

Wednesday 5th at 8.30pm

Australian Television Premiere

AMICI Forever – In Concert

Amici Forever perform an unusual musical blend of contemporary

pop and traditional opera, bringing incomparable harmonizing talent

to some of the greatest opera classics and contemporary

classical/pop crossover creations. Accompanied by a 32-Piece

orchestra, the band recast familiar classics in a fresh, neoclassical

light, with stirring adaptations of classical and contemporary works.

Thursday 6th at 7.30pm

Australian Television Premiere

Andre’s Greatest Moments: Waltzes and More

Andre Rieu invites you to experience some his favourite waltzs.

Thursday 6th at 8.30pm

Australian Television Premiere

Strauss Dynasty – Episode 1

Vienna in the early 19th century. amidst the bustle of the

booming capital, two gifted young violinists meet and

become friends: the fiery passionate Johann Strauss,

and the moody , sensitive Joseph Lanner. But friendship

leads to rivalry and hatred as the two men are torn apart

by ambition-talent and a headtrong young woman, Anna.

She recognises in Johann strauss an unbridled talent in

need of a strong guiding hand. As his wife, it will become

her mission to cahnnel his energy into art and profit.

Saturday 8th at 8.30pm

Ovation Premiere On Ita’s Broadway

Can-Can

1896, Montmartre: the Can-Can, the dance in which the women

lift their skirts, is forbidden. Nevertheless Simone has it

performed every day in her night club. Her employees use their

female charm to let the representatives of law enforcement look

the other way - or even attend the shows. But then the young

ambitious judge Philippe Forrestier decides to bring this to an

end. Will Simone manage to twist him round her little finger, too?

Stars Shirley MacLaine and Frank Sinatra.

Saturday 8th at 11.00pm

Australian Television Premiere

Andre’s Greatest Moments: Romance

Andre Rieu invites you into some his favourite romantic songs.

Sunday 9th at 7.30pm

Australian Television Premiere

Romeo et Juliette: Metropolitan Opera

Gounod’s ultra-sensual interpretation of Shakespeare has the

incandescent Anna Netrebko as Juliette with several highvoltage

Roméos during the season, including Roberto Alagna

for the first two performances, rising young tenor Joseph

Kaiser in his company debut, and Matthew Polenzani for the

Met’s New Year’s Eve gala. Nathan Gunn and Stéphane

Degout share the role of Mercutio and Plácido Domingo presides on the podium.

Wednesday 12th at 7.00pm

Australian Television Premiere

Leo In Europe – Renee Fleming

Born in Pennsylvania to two voice teachers it seemed natural for

Renee Fleming to realise the path that she has to become one of

the world’s most highly acclaimed classical vocalists however

Fleming began her education training to become a music teacher.

Her big break came, after studying both at the Eastman School of

Music and at the Julliard School, when she was invited to sing the

Countess at the Houston Grand Opera in 1988 and she went on in

the following years to make debuts with The New York City Opera,

Covent Garden and the Metropolitan Opera. Vogue magazine

recently described Fleming as “the most gorgeous and busiest opera star on the

circuit” and her many projects, roles and achievements are testimony to this.

Wednesday 12th at 7.30pm

Australian Television Premiere

The Schonbrunn Concert – A Strauss Celebration

The Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra are joined by virtuoso

pianist Lang Lang in this performance of some of the most

beautiful classical and pop pieces, including compositions by

Johann Strauss, Georges Bizet and Pyotr Illyich

Tchaikovsky.

Thursday 13th at 7.30pm

Australian Television Premiere

Andre’s Greatest Moments: Classics and More

Andre Rieu his favourite classics and much more.

Thursday 13th at 8.30pm

Australian Television Premiere

Strauss Dynasty – Episode 2

As the years pass, Anna Strauss begins to resent her

husband's aloofness and infidelity. Having borne him three

sons, she is now supplanted in her husband's heart by the

pretty young milliner, Emilie. Unable to cope with the

demands of Emilie and his wife, Strauss spurs his

orchestyra on to ever longer tours. Finally , abandoned by

his homesick musicians, Strauss returns to Vienna, a

dispondent and disollusioned man.

Thursday 13th at 10.30pm

Australian Television Premiere

Eros Ramazzotti – Roma Live

As a Latin-pop singer, Eros Ramazzotti became especially

popular in Germany, Mexico and Argentina (as well as his

native Italy) during the '90s, and he has sold over 20 million

records worldwide, though his success in America has been

limited. He was born in the Rome suburb of Cinecitta during

the mid-'60s, and moved to Milan to make a career of music as

a teenager. Beginning with 1991's In Ogni Senso, Ramazzotti

recorded three albums for Arista during the first half of the

'90s. See Eros perform in one of his best performances in Roma Live.

Saturday 15th at 6.30pm

Australian Television Premiere

Andre Rieu – The Event

Live from Andre Rieu’s world stadium concert in

Melbourne, this is your backstage pass to all the hype,

music and fun of this once-in-a-lifetime event.

Saturday 15th at 8.30pm

Ovation Premiere On Ita’s Broadway

Brigadoon

Romantic Broadway hit starring Gene Kelly and Van Johnson who

chance upon a small village in Scotland which only appears once

every 100 years. When one falls in love with a beautiful

townswoman, he must decide to give up his old life.

Sunday 16th at 7.30pm

Australian Television Premiere

Hansel and Gretel – Metropolitan Opera

It is absolutely a delight to the eyes and ears, and is so deliciously

done, you can almost smell the gingerbread and taste the witch's

candy house. Although most people regard Hansel and Gretel as a

children's piece, (and it is a lovely way to introduce children to the

world of opera) the orchestration is so lush and rich that people of

all ages will find themselves saying, "I thought it was kids' music,

but it's so beautiful." This music was written by Humperdinck, who

might be considered the heir to the sound of Mahler, and his music

is as gorgeous as a Mahler symphony.

Tuesday 18th at 8.30pm

Australian Television Premiere

Andre’s Greatest Moments – Classic Spectacular

Experience a truly great spectacular performance from

Andre.

Wednesday 19th at 7.00pm

Australian Television Premiere

Leo In Europe – Blake

Leo interviews Blake. Blake are four incredibly talented young

men from the UK who are bringing a fresh,innovative sound to

bridge the gap between classical and pop music.

Wednesday 19th at 7.30pm

Australian Television Premiere

The Schonbrunn Concert – A Tchaikovsky Celebration

The Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra perform a stunning collection

of the finest Tchaikovsky compositions, including musical delights

from the Nutcracker and Swan Lake. Don’t miss this incredible

concert.

Wednesday 19th at 9.00pm

Australian Television Premiere

Daniel O’Donnell – Rock n Roll Show

Daniel O'Donnell is one of Ireland's most popular easy listening

artists. In the UK, every one of Daniel's releases has secured Top

10 positions; the majority were in the Top 5. His CDs have

surpassed sales of 5 million albums and 1.5 million DVD/Videos.

'The Rock'n'Roll Show' is a live performance that was filmed whilst

on his October 2005 tour in the UK. The performance highlights

songs from his two best selling albums - 'The Jukebox Years' and

'Teenage Dreams'. With a completely new stage set, a larger band of musicians, and

a special dance troupe - this tour was bigger and better than ever before. This is a

one off recording that is not to be missed!

Thursday 20th at 7.30pm

Australian Television Premiere

Andre’s Greatest Moments – Marches And More

Andre Rieu invites you into some his favourite Marches and

more.

Thursday 20th at 8.30pm

Australian Television Premiere

Strauss Dynasty – Episode 3

Not long after the insurrection is quelled, Strauss Senior

dies. Pushed by his mother, Schani takes his orchestra to

Pavlovsk, the Csar's summer residence near St. Petersburg.

There he meets the sensuous Olga, , an aristocrat of

irresistable beauty. Their tempestuous affair leads to near

tragedy as Schani's foolhardy elopement scheme is foliled.

Schani suffers a nervous breakdown and is sent back to

Vienna to recover.

Friday 21st at 6.00pm

Australian Television Premiere

Vienna – A Musical Journey

The Places Scenes from Vienna include historical and modern

buildings, monuments from the glorious past and the modern

present, from the Emperor's Palace of Schönbrunn to the

colourful buildings of the controversial artist Hundertwasser.

Friday 21st at 10.20pm

Australian Television Premiere

Daniel O’Donnell – At Home In Ireland

In the new DVD “At Home In Ireland’, we join Daniel O’Donnell as

he shares the sights and sounds of his homeland with a wonderful

95 minute concert especially filmed at the Letterkenny

Performance Hall, in County Donegal.

Journey to breathtaking Ireland and visit some of Daniel's favourite

locations where he performs renditions of "Destination Donegal,"

"Belfast," "Dear Old Galway Town" amongst the twenty-six songs

featured in this DVD.

Never one to disappoint his fans, Daniel also sings an array of

country and traditional pop favourites and performs the duet "Save

Your Love" with long-time singing partner Mary Duff.

Saturday 22nd at 8.30pm

Ovation Premiere On Ita’s Broadway

Kismet

When fate takes a hand, the life of a poor poet living in

Baghdad is turned upside down. A riotous musical comedy

starring Howard Keel.

Sunday 23rd at 7.30pm

Australian Television Premiere

Manon Lescaut – Metropolitan Opera

Spoilt heroine Manon is played by Finnish soprano Karita Mattila,

straight from her success in 'Jenufa'. Starring opposite her is

spirited tenor Marcello Giordani as the poor student des Grieux.

Manon is caught between an impulsive, burning love and her

desire to live in luxury, and discovers she can't have both as

Puccini's score takes her to dizzy heights and heart-rending lows

Wednesday 26th at 7.00pm

Australian Television Premiere

Leo In Europe – Danielle de Niese

Danielle de Niese is a Melbourne born and trained singer that is

well known for her

operatic debuts at the Netherlands Opera, the Saito Kinen Festival,

and the Paris

Opera. She is currently contracted to Decca records to make a

number of recordings of Baroque music.

Thursday 27th at 7.30pm

Australian Television Premiere

Andre’s Greatest Moments – Christmas And More

Andre Rieu invites you to join him for some of his favourite

Christmas songs and much more.

Thursday 27th at 8.30pm

Australian Television Premiere

Strauss Dynasty – Episode 4

Encouraged by Jetti, whom he has now married, Schani

composes the 'Blue Danube Waltz' and performs at the Paris

World Exhibition. An instant success, it brings him worldwide

celebrity and the title of 'Waltz King'. While Schani travels to

the U.S and takes audiences by storm, his brother Pepi is

keeping Russian aristocrats dancing with his concerts. But

the pressure proves too much for the frail Pepi who falls ill

and dies. Edi accuses Schani of having driven Pepi to his death, and envious of

Schani's success, plots an insiduous campaign against his brother ; at the triumphant

premiere of the operetta 'Die Fledermaus', Edi spreads the rumour taht Schani stole

the music from Pepi.

Sunday 30th at 10.30pm

Australian Television Premiere

The Schonbrunn Concert – A Mozart Celebration

Placido Domingo conducts the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra

in this dazzling collection of classical compositions. Includes

works from Mozart’s ‘The Magic Flute’, Verdi and Strauss.

Saturday 29th at 8.30pm

Ovation Premiere On Ita’s Broadway

Thoroughly Modern Millie

Rollicking musical comedy stars Julie Andrews as Millie, a

fearless young country lady who sets out to see the world and

nab a husband in the rip-roaring Twenties. Along the way she

becomes the secretary of the rich and famous Trevor Graydon

(John Gavin), befriends the sweet Miss Dorothy (Mary Tyler

Moore), fights off white slaver Mrs Meers (Beatrice Lillie) and

hooks up with a lively paper clip salesman, Jimmy (James Fox). In the end it takes a

rich and nutty jazz baby like Muzzy (Carol Channing) to unravel all these

complications, give a great party, and match up lovers.

Sunday 30th at 7.30pm

Australian Television Premiere

Macbeth – Metropolitan Opera

Verdi idolized Shakespeare. He was enthralled by the grand

scope of Shakespeare’s stories, their profound psychological

insight, their fluid juxtaposition of light and dark, high and

low. Throughout his career, he strove to emulate his hero’s

epic achievements. He wrote to his music publisher Ricordi:

“Shakespeare was a realist, only he did not know it. He was

a realist by inspiration; we are realists by design, by calculation.”

Before Verdi, most operas based on Shakespeare changed the Bard’s stories to

conform to operatic tastes and conventions. For instance, in one Hamlet adaptation,

Gaetano Andreozzi’s 1792 Amleto, the curtain rises on the King of Denmark’s

funeral, where the royal funeral urn spontaneously bursts into flame. Verdi’s

approach was radically different. Far from squeezing Shakespeare into an operatic

template, he transformed opera to do justice to Shakespeare. In Verdi’s Macbeth, we

hear a young composer push the boundaries of Italian opera to begin developing his

unique dramatic voice.

