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Program 
Highlights

Week of 1 March, 2009
Week 10
DOCUMENTARY SERIES:
Sunday, 1 March 7.30pm
THE RISE OF MAN
Returning for 2009
NEWS & CURRENT AFFAIRS: Monday, 2 March 6.00pm
LIVING BLACK
HOT DOCS


Tuesday, 3 March at 10.00pm
FULL BATTLE RATTLE
ENTERTAINMENT

Saturday, 7 March at 9.20pm
ROCKWIZ SALUTES THE BOWL
DOCUMENTARY SERIES:

THE RISE OF MAN

Commences on Sunday, 1 March at 7.30pm
On Sunday, 1 March at 7.30pm, SBS will screen the first instalment of a two part journey into the evolution of man. 

The Rise of Man documents the development of human civilisation from its earliest origins. By using dramatic re-enactments, the first episode examines the emergence of Homo sapiens and highlights the similarities between modern day practices and the everyday lives of our prehistoric ancestors.

The history of humankind took a decisive turn 12,000 years ago, as Homo sapiens invented a new kind of life. Turning away from nomadic lifestyles, people settled into the first villages and invented the cornerstones of civilisation - farming, irrigation, commerce, religion, medicine, and much more.

With these new inventions came the first wars, the spread of deadly diseases and starvation due to over-population. But Homo sapiens overcame these challenges building cities and using their writing to communicate over great distances.

The Rise of Man shows how in 8,000 years Homo sapiens were able to boost the population of the world from three million to 100 million inhabitants, and build society as we know it today.
Returning for 2009

NEWS & CURRENT AFFAIRS: 

LIVING BLACK 

At a brand new time:

Monday, 2 March at 6.00pm
Australia's only prime time national Indigenous current affairs program, Living Black, returns to SBS Television at the new time of 6.00pm Monday from March 2. 
On its return, the award winning team investigates Woodside's proposal to build a gas hub at James Price Point, north of Broome. It's a hot issue in the region that has divided its people. 
Traditional owners are under pressure to strike a deal between Woodside and the WA government, which is threatening to compulsorily acquire the land for the gas plant to be built, if a deal hasn't been reached by the end of March. 
Getting the best compensation package for Aboriginal people isn't the only concern; environmentalists and their supporters say the pristine environment will be damaged irreparably. 

 

Also on Living Black's return to air for 2009, a year on from Prime Minister Kevin Rudd's infamous three words - "I am sorry ". Has it changed the way Australia sees itself and in particular Indigenous people? We take you around the country to find out.
Living Black is hosted by Karla Grant.
 

HOT DOCS



FULL BATTLE RATTLE

Tuesday, 3 March at 10.00pm
In California’s Mojave Desert, the US Army has built a ‘virtual Iraq’ – a billion dollar urban warfare simulation – and populated it with hundreds of Iraqi role-players. Army units spend three weeks inside the simulation before deploying to Iraq. 

Lieutenant Colonel Cameron Kramer, Chief of Plans and Operations at Medina Wasl (which means Junction City) says, “the battlefield we have created here at the National Training Centre can be seen as a giant stage, it can be seen as a giant set with several different stages being the towns or it can be seen as one big large reality TV show”. The mock village of Medina Wasl employs upwards of 1600 role players, 250 of whom are Iraqi speaking American citizens.

Screening in the Hot Docs timeslot on SBS at 10.00pm on Tuesday, 3 March, Full Battle Rattle follows one Army Battalion through a complete simulation cycle, as they attempt to quell the mock insurgency and prevent Medina Wasl from slipping into civil war. Told from both sides of conflict, Full Battle Rattle includes interviews with the Army Colonel who commands the Battalion, the Iraqi exiles who play civilians on the battlefield, and the American soldiers cast as ‘insurgents’. 

The film shows the casting and design of Medina Wasl to be extremely complex. To make the experience as real as possible, ‘characters’ are given extensive back stories and objectives. 
Anne Gates, Simulation Consultant says, “We tried and give our role players as much information about their new family as we can possibly get. So they get deceased family members, family members who are out of town…When we’re writing the role, we describe how they’re going to feel about US soldiers, how they want them to be in the village or they don’t, depending perhaps on how their father died or their sister, or something like that”.

Full Battle Rattle screened at the 2008 Berlin Film Festival and won the Special Jury Award at the 2008 South by Southwest Festival.

ENTERTAINMENT:



ROCKWIZ SALUTES THE BOWL
Season Finale Double Episode from the Sidney Myer Music Bowl!
Saturday, 7 March at 9.20pm
The final episode of this season’s RocKwiz is a very special episode indeed. Screening on March 7 at 9.20pm, the RocKwiz Salutes the Bowl special will be filmed on February 13 during celebrations for the 50th birthday of The Sidney Myer Music Bowl in Melbourne.
Although hosted by Julia Zemiro and Brian Nankervis, RocKwiz Salutes the Bowl will vary from the normal RocKwiz format. This special episode will be filmed in front of a crowd of 11,000 and will include 17 performances from an eclectic group of artists. 
All performances will be backed by the RocKwiz Orkestra, and supplemented by the Wolgramm Sisters on backing vocals, Ash Naylor on guitar, and a horn section featuring Paul Williamson. To fit in all this extra rock and roll, RocKwiz Salutes the Bowl runs for an extra fifty minutes, concluding at 10.50pm. 

Beginning on Saturday March 14, repeats of RocKwiz will screen at 9.20pm each week.
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languages broadcast by SBS, which makes us the world’s most multicultural broadcaster.
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