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Program 
Highlights

Week of 22 February, 2009
Week 9
Returning for 2009
NEWS & CURRENT AFFAIRS:
Tuesday, 24 February 7.30pm
INSIGHT 
DOCUMENTARY SERIES:
Thursday, 26 February 8.30pm
BABY BOOM TO BUST
DOCUMENTARY SERIES:
Friday, 27 Feb at 8.30pm
THE THIRTIES IN COLOUR
NEWS & CURRENT AFFAIRS:


INSIGHT Series Return
Tuesday, 24 February at 7.30pm

Insight returns to SBS Television on Tuesday, 24 February at 7:30pm. 

Award-winning host Jenny Brockie will lead lively debates on topics affecting all Australians on a brand new set. 

First up, Insight examines ‘Confidence’- what it means, and how it affects jobs and the economy.

DOCUMENTARY SERIES:


BABY BOOM TO BUST

Commences on Thursday, 26 February 8.30pm
The two-part series, Baby Boom to Bust commencing on SBS on Thursday, 26 of February at 8.30pm, addresses one of the biggest issues of our time: global ageing.
The world has hit an extraordinary turning point. For the first time in history old people outnumber the young on our planet. Today, one in every ten persons is over 60.  By 2050 it will be one out of five - over two billion people. In some developed countries there are so many elderly and so few births that the population is actually dying off.  And in parts of the developing world, the numbers of old people are growing at an even more astounding rate.  
Now with the huge middle age baby boomer generation on the cusp of old age, some experts predict our worst nightmares could be just around the corner – an entire society of frail, chronically ill old people with no hope, no savings and totally dependent on government assistance.  Coupled with declining birth rates in the West, there won’t be enough young people around to foot the bill.  Without serious cutbacks in entitlements, our social, political and health care systems will be unable to cope. The global economy will collapse.  

But others say these dire predictions are wrong - that increased longevity and lower birth rates are not a problem but a remarkable success story that enables people in the developed world to live healthier and more productive lives.  Instead of old people becoming a drain on resources, some economists believe that their financial contribution to society actually outweighs what they receive.
As the battlelines are drawn, the questions being raised are critical: What impact will global ageing have on the economy and our way of life?  Baby Boom to Bust looks at the looming social, political, economic and human impact of a rapidly ageing society. 
The first episode, Missing Children, takes viewers to four countries all grappling with declining birth-rates and potential economic decline: Catholic Italy, a country devoted to family, has one of the lowest fertility rates in the world. In Japan there are now more dogs than young children. Australian women in their 30s are finding it harder than ever to find a man who’ll commit to a relationship and family. And in China the government’s ‘one-child’ policy has taken the country from one extreme to another within a generation.  
DOCUMENTARY SERIES:

THE THIRTIES IN COLOUR
Commences on Friday, 27 February at 8.30pm
Beginning on Friday, February 27 at 7.30pm, SBS will screen The Thirties in Colour.  This four-part series looks at never before seen footage from an era of great change and innovation, the 1930s. In episode one the exploits of one of the first to appreciate the exciting potential of colour film, the wealthy British adventuress Rosie Newman are explored. Before a trip to North Africa in 1928, she decided to take up what she called the “amusing hobby” of amateur cinematography.
Born on the 25th July 1896, Rosie Newman was the daughter of the Bavarian banker Sir Sigismund Neumann, who had made a fortune from the diamond mines of South Africa. The Newman family’s prodigious wealth ensured they were admitted to the highest circles of Britain’s political and aristocratic elite. Rosie’s contacts in the diplomatic service would prove particularly valuable, as she was determined to travel the world and capture as many fascinating moments as she could. Author of The Rise and Fall of the British Empire, Lawrence James says of Rosie, “She was aware that what she was seeing was interesting, was curious, and wanted to record it. It was terrifying but it was a grand spectacle”.

Though she was spirited and intrepid, she was often oblivious to the more unpleasant realities of a decade overshadowed by economic depression and privation on a global scale. At times her vision can seem almost insincere and distant from the true reality of the situation.

But her rich and vibrant films do show us in vivid colour the social elite at play in some of the most diverse and intriguing countries on earth, well before the age of mass tourism. Many individuals present in Rosie’s films were not aware that too soon their lives would be transformed by events leading up to the ultimate cataclysm of a World War.

Episode two, to screen on SBS on Friday March 6 at 7.30pm, looks at the films of American steel magnates, and colour film enthusiasts Harry and Bolling Wright. 
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