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Program 
Highlights

Week of 26 April, 2009
Week 18
SHOWCASE FILM:

Sunday, 26 April at 9.30pm

FANFAN LA TULIPE

CUTTING EDGE:

Tuesday, 28 April at 8.30pm
THE GROWING ANGER OF HUNGER
DOCUMENTARY:
Friday, 1 May at 7.30pm
AND BRIGITTE CREATED BARDOT
SUNDAY SHOWCASE FILM:



FANFAN LA TULIPE

Sunday, 26 April at 9.30pm
Fanfan la Tulipe is a ridiculously entertaining adventure film, nothing more, nothing less. This remake of the 1952 French swashbuckler classic (starring Gérard Philipe and Gina Lollobrigida) is movie-making at its most fun. Starring Vincent Perez as a master swordsman, Penélope Cruz as the soldier's daughter who falls for him, and co-written and produced by Luc Besson, this showcase film will screen on SBS on Sunday, 26 April at 9.30pm.
Fanfan is a sword-wielding adventurer whose idea of fun is to seduce as many ladies as he can, until he's caught with his pants down by a girl's irate father. 
Threatened with marriage, Fanfan's only escape is to join the French King's army. The recruiting sergeant's daughter, beautiful Adeline, reads his palm and jokingly foretells that he will marry the King's daughter. But Fanfan believes her and decides that his destiny is to be the King's son-in-law. 
On the way to barracks, he rescues three damsels in distress, ambushed by bandits led by a mysterious ‘Man in Black’. One of the ladies is Madame de Pompadour (Hélène de Fougerolles), who is escorting the King's Polish-speaking daughter and her nanny to the royal castle. A grateful Pompadour gives Fanfan a jewel in the shape of a tulip and adds "la Tulipe" to Fanfan. 
The King, meanwhile, is preparing for battle against Austria. But a spy dressed in black steals his battle plan. Fanfan, still convinced he'll marry the King's daughter, decides to introduce himself to her. The Princess shrieks at the sight of him and Fanfan is arrested, accused of espionage and sentenced to hang. 
Will Adeline intervene to save Fanfan? Will the couple realise they are each others’ true love? A gorgeously adventurous fun night in. 
Fanfan La Tulipe is directed by Gérard Krawczyk.
CUTTING EDGE:


THE GROWING ANGER OF HUNGER

Tuesday, 28 April at 8.30pm

The Cutting Edge, screening on SBS on Tuesday, 28 April at 8.30pm, The Growing Anger of Hunger, looks behind the headlines of the food riots which have occurred in the last few year around the world, attempting to find possible explanations and solutions through investigations in Senegal, Haiti, Thailand, Japan, Mexico and India.
This film also shows how the major international decision makers are currently responding to the crisis. In early 2008 in Cameroun, three days of rioting left 40 people dead. Around the world, over 30 other countries have witnessed similar riots. 
This hunger is not due to famine, drought or war but to the soaring prices of basic food sources. It is a food crisis, and it impacts on everyone. In the poorest countries it's a matter of survival, in the wealthier countries it's called a rise in the cost of living. 

DOCUMENTARY:

AND BRIGITTE CREATED BARDOT

Friday, 1 May at 7.30pm
BB - initials famous all over the world, in thousands of photographs, fifty films and with millions of admirers: Brigitte Bardot was a star in the fifties, sixties and seventies. At 73, suffering from crippling arthritis, the woman who said goodbye to the movie world when she was 39 talks about her life in a moving and witty fashion in the documentary, screening on SBS on Friday, 1 May at 7.30pm, And Brigitte Created Bardot. 

This portrait of Brigitte Bardot shows the various facets of an exceptional life, from the suicide attempts when she was young and in love with Roger Vadim, the failed marriages (to Vadim, Jacques Charrier, German tycoon Gunter Sachs), the many torrid affairs (Serge Gainsbourg, Sacha Distel, Sami Frey, etc), her abortions, the relentless pressures from her adoring public and hostilities from the people who hated her, the paparazzi who hounded her like an animal, her one and only child Nicolas from whom she is estranged and hasn’t heard from for the last ten years, her retirement, to her tireless fight for the welfare and protection of animals. 
In 1986 she established the Brigitte Bardot Foundation for the Welfare and Protection of Animals. She raised three million French francs to fund the foundation by auctioning off jewellery and many personal belongings. Today she is a strong animal rights activist. In support of animal protection, she condemned seal hunting in Canada during a visit to that country. She sought to discuss the issue with Stephen Harper, Prime Minister of Canada, though her request for a meeting was denied. 
Throughout the documentary are excerpts from the films that made Brigitte Bardot famous such as And God Created Woman, La Vérité, Le Mépris (Contempt), Viva Maria, as well as songs such as Serge Gainsbourg’s famous Je t’aime moi non plus, Bonnie and Clyde and Initials BB.
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