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Program 
Highlights

Week of 5 April, 2009
Week 15
CUTTING EDGE:

Tuesday, 7 April at 8.30pm
DAFUR: BETWEEN THE LINES
HOT DOCS:


Tuesday, 7 April at 10.00pm
MISCREANTS
DOCUMENTARY:
Thursday, 9 April at 8.30pm
DAVID OGILVY: THE FIRST MAD MAN

EASTER SPECIAL:
Friday, 10 April at 7.30pm
HAPPY EASTER

CUTTING EDGE:


DAFUR: BETWEEN THE LINES
Tuesday, 7 April at 8.30pm
Screening on SBS in the Cutting Edge timeslot on Tuesday, 7 April at 8.30pm is the documentary Dafur: Between the Lines.
After years of humanitarian crises and massive loss of life, political hope in Darfur has arrived in the form of General Martin Luther Agwai, mediator, diplomat, politician and charismatic commander of the new combined UN/African union peace-keeping force. 
General Agwai may soon have troops numbering 26,000 from all over Africa and Asia, but his is arguably the toughest job in Africa. 

Darfur: Between the Lines follows the general as he helicopters into hostile areas on a mission to coax and attempt to unite the fractioned rebel groups into talking peace.
HOT DOCS:



MISCREANTS
Tuesday, 7 April at 10.00pm

The Miscreants, screening on SBS on Tuesday, 7 April at 10.00pm takes us on an extraordinary journey to a forbidden zone, into the remote tribal belt of the North West Frontier of Pakistan, up to the mountainous Afghan border. 

Director George Gittoes gathers an astonishing cast of characters, as they dodge the anti-entertainment forces, and are caught in the current of events which are turning back the clock on the digital age.

To enter this world, Gittoes dresses in local costume, and agrees to become an actor in the low budget Pashto Telie Movie industry.  Teaming up with Pashto action and comedy stars,  they make the  ‘last telie movie’ - an over the top action drama, played out in what must be one of the craziest of film locations - just a cave or two away from where the most wanted man in the world runs  ‘Terror Central’.

In this full-of-surprises doc-drama blend, the Telie Movies, with their hilarious adaptation of American movie culture - meets village story teller and Bollywood style, are intercut with  the real life drama of Gittoes’ extreme journey into the no-go zone of the Taliban controlled Tribal Belt.  

As the Director gets into stride as a Telie-Movie bad-guy, and the drama script hits its punch lines, Pakistan hits real life meltdown.

Gittoes cuts into the socio-political heat and opens up the dichotomies of global/regional popular culture, gathering the fall out from both a polarised fundamentalist Islamic perspective and that of the permissive West. 

The Miscreants plays with a question relevant to us all: what is real, what is unreal and what is too real, in a post digital world ? And who controls it ?

DOCUMENTARY:

DAVID OGILVY: THE FIRST MAD MAN

Thursday, 9 April at 8.30pm
 “When he’s good he’s very, very good and when he’s bad, he’s horrid!” Mrs David Ogilvy 
In the week prior to the SBS series premiere of the stylish cult hit Mad Men, the network will screen the documentary David Ogilvy: The First Mad Man at 8.30pm on Thursday April 9.
David Ogilvy is a man famous for leading a revolution in advertising, feeding dreams and shaping aspirations with famous campaigns, slogans and jingles. 

After an erratic education, a spell at Oxford and a year in France working as an apprentice chef, Ogilvy started selling cooking stoves door to door in Scotland. Although a natural salesman, Ogilvy turned his back on the profession at the end of World War Two, and retreated to the Amish community in Pennsylvania. Paradoxically, it was during this period that Ogilvy began to think about starting a career in Advertising.

Ogilvy arrived to Madison Avenue in 1948, and when no one would hire him, he began his own agency, which later became Ogilvy & Mather. Starting with no clients and a staff of two, he built his company into the largest advertising conglomerate in the world. 

In time this would become the era of the Mad Men, the men of Madison Avenue who worked out of sleek offices, chain-smoked and conjured up the heaven-on-earth vision of suburban consumer splendour. 

The documentary reveals the extremes and eccentricities of the founding father of the Mad Men through interviews with those who knew him and worked with him during the conception of some of his most famous campaigns. 

With unprecedented and exclusive access to the Ogilvy archive, David Ogilvy: The First Mad Man is a portrait of one of the architects of modern consumerism whose most enduring campaign is his own legend.

EASTER SPECIAL:

HAPPY EASTER

Friday, 10 April at 7.30pm
Every year at Easter, more then 50 family and friends descend on the banks of the Murray River for a weekend of camping and fun. What makes this vacation so special is that these people and their families have been coming to the same spot since 1969. 

On Friday April 10 at 7.30pm, SBS will screen Happy Easter, an intimate documentary that looks at how 14 German migrants, determined to retain the traditions of their homeland and adapt them to Australian culture, created a new ritual that would continue for 39 years.  

Started by 14 young German migrants, three generations have keenly kept these habits up amidst a social climate of dying tradition. Since their first trip to the Murray River back in 1969, the Easter camping rituals of the German families and their friends has evolved. Australian customs were merged with the traditions of their German homeland, to create something very special.

From Grandparent to grandchild, the three generations effortlessly carry out a fixed routine of activities including nest-making for the Easter eggs, the communal cooking of Erbsensuppe (Pea Soup) to feed the masses, Sunday games like egg and spoon races and a magical lantern walk on Easter Sunday.

In Happy Easter, time is gently explored, showing home video footage of the 70s with modern clips, with the families performing the same activities over 30 years on. This high-spirited micro-history celebrates migrants becoming Australians over three generations, and their growing families embracing their German heritage. 
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