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Program 
Highlights

Week of 12 April, 2009
Week 16
*PREMIERE AUSTRALIAN TELE-MOVIE*
FILM:

Sunday, 12 April at 8.30pm
SAVED
CUTTING EDGE:

Tuesday, 14 April at 8.30pm
WALL STREET: THE MELTDOWN
*BRAND NEW SERIES*

ENTERTAINMENT:
Thursday, 16 April at 8.30pm
MAD MEN

DOCUMENTARY:
Friday, 17 April at 7.30pm
INSIDE THE SAUDI KINGDOM
AS IT HAPPENED:
Friday, 17 April at 8.35pm
GUESTS OF THE AYATOLLAH

PREMIERE AUSTRALIAN TELEMOVIE:


SAVED
Sunday, 12 April at 8.30pm
On Sunday April 12 at 8.30pm, SBS will screen Saved, a television movie starring Claudia Karvan as a woman who becomes the advocate for a young Iranian detainee, and develops a complex relationship with him that threatens her marriage.
Julia is a young mother trying to come to terms with the loss of her new born to SIDS. While her husband Peter throws himself into work to cope with the tragedy, Julia becomes more despairing and isolated from the world around her.

Recognising that she needs a distraction, her sister-in-law suggests that Julia accompany her to the Detention Centre where she volunteers as an advocate for detainees. Julia reluctantly accepts the offer, and while there, meets Amir Farshchi, a young Iranian asylum seeker. 

Amir claims to be a student persecuted by the Iranian authorities, but the Department of Immigration disputes his identity. Amir is severely depressed, suicidal and close to deportation. Julia is immediately drawn to his vulnerability and throws herself obsessively into his case - much to the disapproval of her in-laws and husband Peter, whose tolerance is tested by the growing closeness between the young detainee and his wife.

When Amir is finally released from detention, Julia welcomes him into her home only to find herself increasingly attracted to the handsome, damaged young man. Growing more suspicious of Amir's identity and his relationship with his wife, Peter eventually asks Amir to leave the family home. When Julia finds out what has happened she is furious and runs into the arms of Amir. 

Now Julia must decide whether her marriage is worth saving and which man she truly loves. 

Saved is produced by Michael McMahon, directed by Tony Ayes and stars Claudia Karvan as Julia, Andy Rodoreda as Peter and Osamah Sami as Amir. 

CUTTING EDGE:



WALL STREET: THE MELTDOWN

Tuesday, 14 April at 8.30pm
As the housing bubble burst and trillions of dollars' worth of toxic mortgages began to go bad in 2007,    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor fear spread through the massive firms
 that form the heart of Wall Street. By the spring of 2008, burdened by billions of dollars of bad mortgages, the investment bank Bear Stearns was the subject of rumours that it would soon fail. The company's stock had dropped from $171 to $57 a share, and it was hours from declaring bankruptcy. Federal Reserve Chairman    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor Ben Bernanke
 acted. 

To stabilise the markets, Bernanke engineered a shotgun marriage between Bear Sterns and the commercial bank JPMorgan, with a promise that the federal government would use $30 billion to cover Bear Stearns' questionable assets tied to toxic mortgages. It was an    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor unprecedented effort
 to stop the contagion of fear that seemed to be threatening the rest of Wall Street.

Within months, however, Treasury Secretary    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor Henry Paulson
 would witness the virtual collapse of the giant mortgage companies    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac
 and preside over their takeover by the federal government. The episode sent shockwaves through the economy as confidence in Wall Street began to evaporate. Within days, in September 2008, another investment bank, Lehman Brothers, was on the brink of collapse. Once again, there were calls for Bernanke and Paulson to bail out the Wall Street giant. But Paulson was under intense political pressure from conservative Republicans in Washington to invoke moral hazard and let the company fail.

Paulson pushed Lehman's CEO Dick Fuld to find a buyer for his ailing company. But no company would buy Lehman unless the government offered a deal similar to the one Bear Stearns had received. Paulson refused, and Lehman Brothers declared bankruptcy.

Frontline’s Wall Street: The Meltdown, screening on SBS on Tuesday, 14 April at 8.30pm, chronicles    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor the disaster that followed
. Within 24 hours, the stock market crashed, and credit markets around the world froze. 
"This is the utter nightmare of an economic policy-maker," says Nobel Prize-winning economist    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor Paul Krugman
. "You may have just made the decision that destroyed the world. Absolutely terrifying moment."
*BRAND NEW SERIES*

ENTERTAINMENT:

MAD MEN

Thursday, 16 April at 8.30pm
Mad Men, the stylish cult hit series, comes to SBS at 8:30 pm on Thursdays from April 16. Awarded Most Outstanding Drama Series at the 60th Annual Emmy Awards and Best TV Drama and Actor awards at the 2008 Golden Globe Awards, the series revolves around the conflicted world of Don Draper the biggest ad man (and ladies’ man) in the business, and his colleagues at the Sterling Cooper Advertising Agency.

As Don makes the plays in the boardroom and the bedroom, he struggles to stay a step ahead of the rapidly changing times and the young executives nipping at his heels. The series unnervingly depicts the roles of men and women in this era, while exploring the true human nature beneath the guise of 1960s traditional family values.

Created, executive produced and written by Matthew Weiner (Emmy Award-winning executive producer and writer of The Sopranos), Mad Men has received wide critical acclaim for its historical authenticity and visual style.

The 13-episode series is set in a period undergoing a creative renaissance. This is America before the loss of innocence, the assassinations, the Vietnam backlash, the Summer of Love…a time when the workplace is a hotbed of casual, cavalier misogyny and racism, of non-stop all-day drinking, flirting, backstabbing and smoking ...

The sexy, stylised and provocative drama stars Jon Hamm (We Were Soldiers), Elisabeth Moss (The West Wing), Vincent Kartheiser (Angel), January Jones (We Are Marshall) and Christina Hendricks (Kevin Hill), and guest stars John Slattery (Desperate Housewives), Rosemarie DeWitt (Standoff), Talia Balsam (All the Kings Men) and legendary stage and screen star Robert Morse (How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying). Michael Gladis (Third Watch), Aaron Staton (The Nanny Diaries), Rich Sommer (The Devil Wears Prada), Maggie Siff (Michael Clayton) and Bryan Batt (La Cage Aux Folles) round out the cast.

Episode 1: Smoke Gets in Your Eyes

Thursday, April 16 at 8.30pm

Set in 1960 New York City, in an unexpected new world - the high-powered and glamorous “Golden Age” of advertising - where everyone is selling something and nothing is ever what you expect it to be. The drama unfolds around Don Draper (Jon Hamm), the biggest ad man in the business.  As he calls the shots in the boardroom, and the bedroom, he struggles to stay a step ahead of the rapidly changing times and the young executives nipping at his heels.

DOCUMENTARY:

INSIDE THE SAUDI KINGDOM

Friday, 17 April at 7.30pm
Through unique access to one of the most senior Royal Princes in the Kingdom, Inside the Saudi Kingdom, screening on SBS on Friday, 17 April at 7.30pm, paints a portrait of modern Saudi Arabia at a crossroads. 
As it wrestles with modernisation and digital technology, can it maintain its Bedouin and Islamic traditions? 
Decadent princes, sand dunes and harems... these were once the typical images that Saudi Arabia evoked. But post 9/11, those clichés have been replaced by fears of a country funding fundamentalist Madrassi schools worldwide, breeding suicide bombers and not allowing its women to vote or drive. 
The new King Abdullah has embarked on a cautious program of reform to counter what some Western commentators see as a monarchy out of touch with its people. But what is it really like for those living in modern day Saudi Arabia? 
The filmmakers speak exclusively to, Prince Saud bin Abdul Mohsen - the Governor of Hail Province, who talks candidly about Saudi’s ambitions and problems, and to the ordinary people of his province. From their stories emerges a fascinating insight into a once secretive and feudal country, steeped in an aristocratic tradition, at a time of great change.

AS IT HAPPENED:

GUESTS OF THE AYATOLLAH

Commences on Friday, 17 April at 8.35pm
Four-part Documentary Series 
Screening on SBS over four consecutive Fridays from 17 April is the documentary series Guests of the Ayatollah. An adaptation of Mark Bowden’s best-selling book of the same name, this four-part documentary series is a suspenseful account of the Iran hostage crisis of 1979-81, an event that gripped and ultimately changed the world.

On 4 November, 1979, radical Islamist students stormed the US embassy in Tehran taking 66 hostages. They hoped to exchange the hostages for the Shah of Iran, who’d recently fled his country to the USA. In the end, the students kept nearly all their captives for 444 days.

Guests of the Ayatollah is told through the eyes of key players: the captors, the captives, diplomats on both sides trying to end the stand-off and the US soldiers sent on the doomed rescue mission.

Episode One, Takeover, covers the first two days of the crisis, revealing how the hostages were taken, the background to the event, the eventual support given by the students’ revered leader Imam Ayatollah Khomeini, and the subsequent resignation of the Iranian government.

“We could hear them kicking in doors. They were taking people hostage, leading Americans across the street with their hands on top of their heads.  Seven or eight of these guys came bustling in.  Once guy put his hand on his pistol and said ‘put your hands up’. That’s how the whole ordeal started,” explains one US marine.

 “Our goal was only to voice an objection but when people surrounded the embassy in support of the students and the Imam got involved, everything changed.  From a student movement it turned into a mission, assigned to us by society,” says one hostage-taker.

Episodes Two, Three and Four (Captivity, Rescue Mission and End Game) follow the dramatic developments as they unfold in the media circus outside the US Embassy and behind the scenes within the Carter administration, as it ran out of options. The result was the failed and deadly rescue mission, told through the eyes of special military forces (who’ve rarely been willing to speak on camera) and supplemented by newly-declassified information. 

Finally, Guests of the Ayatollah reveals where all the key participants are now, and how the hostage crisis continues to affect relations between Iran and the West today.






[image: image2.jpg]



[image: image3.jpg]Our story: When we began in 1975, there were only a handful of languages broadcast on Australian media. Now there are more than 68
languages broadcast by SBS, which makes us the world’s most multicultural broadcaster.





[image: image4.jpg]


[image: image5.jpg]


[image: image6.jpg]Our story: When we began in 1975, there were only a handful of languages broadcast on Australian media. Now there are more than 68
languages broadcast by SBS, which makes us the world’s most multicultural broadcaster.



