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Program 
Highlights

Week of 15 March, 2009
Week 12
LOST WORLDS: 

Sunday, 15 March at 7.30pm

THE REAL NEANDERTHAL MAN 
CUTTING EDGE:

Tuesday, 17 March at 8.30pm
RELIGIOUS RIGHT AT THE CROSSROADS
HOT DOCS: 


Tuesday, 17 March at 10.00pm
A JIHAD FOR LOVE
DOCUMENTARY SERIES: 
Wednesday, 18 March 8.00pm
TRAWLERMEN
LOST WORLDS: 



THE REAL NEANDERTHAL MAN 
Sunday, 15 March at 7.30pm
We all know the word "Neanderthal" to be an unflattering qualifier for some of our more uncultured and dim-witted fellow humans. But was the real Neanderthal man truly such an intellectual dunce? The Real Neanderthal Man, screening on SBS on Sunday, 15 March at 7.30pm in Lost Worlds, looks at modern scientific findings that reveal quite the opposite.

In 1856, fossil remains of a type of early man were found in a pleasant little valley near Düsseldorf, the Neander Thal. The bones were studied, and various theories proposed, but the site was not further explored until one of today’s leading paleoanthropologists, Ralf W. Schmitz, insisted that there was more to be found. 

It appeared that Schmitz was correct and in several recent explorations, the discovery of fragments of bone, stone tools, blades and other items gave scientists a better picture of the life of the early man. The expedition also provided evidence of other Neanderthalers, including a woman whose DNA proved she came from present-day Croatia. 

The Real Neanderthal Man looks at the new findings and the original fossils, and uses state of the art technology analysis methods to gain a better understanding of early humans. 

Cellular nucleus DNA is extracted to find out whether we are actually related to the Neanderthal Man. For the first time in history, the skull is physically duplicated with all its features, and an artist's rendering brings us face to face with him.

Evidence from bone chemistry is used to identify the composition of Neanderthal diets, and one fingerprint found on pieces of birch pitch from another excavation site is compared by criminologists to the fingerprints of modern humans and primates. Finally, a group of Italian scientists dives to the bottom of an ice-age lake to collect samples of sediment that show us what the world of the Neanderthal Man looked like over 40,000 years ago.

CUTTING EDGE:


RELIGIOUS RIGHT AT THE CROSSROADS
Tuesday, 17 March at 8.30pm
The 2008 U.S. presidential election was a watershed moment in American politics, shattering the decades-old alliance between the Republican Party and conservative evangelical Christians. 
Religious conservatives, who had voted consistently for GOP candidates in previous elections, faced a difficult decision. Conservative Republican candidate John McCain downplayed his religion views but chose a vice presidential candidate with evangelical beliefs, while liberal Democrat Barack Obama spoke often of his religion and mounted a large faith outreach campaign to seek their votes.

Religious Right at the Crossroads, screening on SBS on Tuesday, 17 March at 8.30pm in the Cutting Edge timeslot, allows viewers to experience the religious right's dilemma and to get an inside view of the McCain and Obama campaign workers who were dedicated to faith outreach. 
The documentary also shows how younger evangelical Christians are reshaping the movement's political and cultural commitments while providing a glimpse into the future of the religious right movement and its progressive evangelical adversaries.
HOT DOCS: 



A JIHAD FOR LOVE
Tuesday, 17 March at 10.00pm
On Saturday March 17th at 10:00pm, Parvez Sharma’s six-time award winning film, A Jihad for Love will screen on SBS in the Hot Docs timeslot. Sharma is a Muslim gay filmmaker who has spent over five and a half years uncovering the personal stories of gay and lesbian Muslims from around the world. Filmed in twelve countries and in nine languages, A Jihad for Love is a raw and powerful account of the conflict between their religion, and their sexuality.

Forbidden in the Koran, gay and lesbian Muslims must often travel a lonely and dangerous road, a road which can lead to many feeling forced to renounce their religion completely. 

The individuals profiled in A Jihad for Love, however, are not willing to abandon their faith. Instead the film reveals their incredible stories of imprisonment, assault, confusion and humiliation.

Jihad or ‘an inner struggle’ truly gains a new meaning throughout this film. These courageous Muslims encounter countless hurdles in order to accept themselves, and be accepted by others. This film speaks with a Muslim voice, from Muslim people who are captured in between the passion of their love and religion. 

DOCUMENTARY SERIES: 


TRAWLERMEN
Commences on Wednesday, 18 March at 8.00pm
Whether we sit down to eat grilled fish at home or tuck in to fish and chips from the local takeaway, we give little thought to how the food came from the sea to our plates. It never occurs to us that what we’re enjoying has only been made possible by men who risk their lives in one of the most dangerous professions going, a profession which every year sees 20 men die in Britain alone.  

Trawlermen, is a high energy, high adventure observational documentary series, which follows the fortunes of crews who fish for everything from cod and haddock to prawns and monkfish, in some of the most dangerous waters around Britain. The five part series begins on SBS on Wednesday March 18, at 8.00pm.

Setting sail from the historic harbour of Peterhead in Northeast Scotland, the crews battle the arctic waters of the North Sea and the North Atlantic, where 30 foot waves are commonplace and Force 10 storms an unremarkable event.  


Trawlermen offers high action, emotional drama as men pit their wits against sea and nature to bring home food for Britons’ tables and wages for their families. They are truly the last great hunters of the wild.

Episode 1: Coming Home 

Prawn boat, Amity, is in the grip of a winter storm, 100 miles from shore. To make matters worse, the nets are caught on the seabed. Amity is stuck fast and in danger of sinking. Skipper Jimmy Buchan and his crew are battling to save the boat - and themselves. Elsewhere, their arch rival, another prawn trawler is filling their nets. Skippered by the young and ambitious James West, Fruitful Bough is one of the most successful prawn boats in Peterhead. If Amity can free herself from the ocean floor she'll have to fight Fruitful Bough, for the prawns at the aptly-named Devil's Hole. 
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