[image: image1.jpg]




Program 
Highlights

Week of 22 March, 2009
Week 13
LOST WORLDS: 

Sunday, 22 March at 7.30pm

THE MUMMY WHO CAME IN FROM THE COLD 
CUTTING EDGE:

Tuesday, 24 March at 8.30pm
JAPAN’S ABOUT FACE
HOT DOCS:

Tuesday, 24 March at 10.00pm
WINGS OF DEFEAT
LOST WORLDS: 



THE MUMMY WHO CAME IN FROM THE COLD
Sunday, 22 March at 7.30pm
In July 2005 in Yakoutia, a forgotten province of Eastern Siberia, French anthropologist and forensic scientist Eric Crubezy made a sensational find... 
Buried beneath the frozen steppes was an ancient tomb containing the body of a woman, lying in a wooden casket and surrounded by offerings. Her eyes were covered with soil although her hair was pulled back in a neat chignon. She was clothed in a garment of pearls. 
Who was she? Why were her sleeves sewn closed at the ends? Princess or shaman? 
Set up like a detective film, The Mummy Who Came in from the Cold, screening in the Lost Worlds timeslot on Sunday, 22 March at 7.30pm, documents the scientific investigation into this mysterious woman's identity.
Winner of Best Film at Festival Cinarchea, Kiel, Germany in 2008; second at Festival Rovereto, Italy in 2008; Public Award from Festival Kineon, Brussels in 2007 and a Jury Award from Adventure Screens, Dijon in 2007. 

CUTTING EDGE:


JAPAN’S ABOUT FACE
Tuesday, 24 March at 8.30pm
Japan’s About Face, screening in the Cutting Edge timeslot on SBS on Tuesday, 24 March at 8.30pm is a remarkable window into the shifting role of the military in post-war Japanese society.

In the aftermath of World War II, Japan’s new pacifist constitution renounced the right to wage war and maintain military forces. Instead, Japan created the Self-Defense Forces with a strictly defensive mandate. In recent years, though, the line between defence and offence has blurred. In 2004, Japan sent its Ground Self-Defense Forces to Iraq - the first deployment of Japanese soldiers in an active combat zone in over 60 years.

With North Korea test-launching ballistic missiles into the Sea of Japan and China’s economic and military expansion, Japan has started reconsidering its regional strategy. Today, Japan has a $40 billion military budget, the fifth largest in the world.

The film contains unprecedented access to the National Defense Academy, Japan’s “West Point”; follows Defense Academy cadets preparing for a future that may involve overseas deployment; and documents joint manoeuvres with the U.S. Marine Corps, a surveillance flight over the Sea of Japan, and the DDH Hyuga - the first Japanese aircraft carrier built since WWII.

Filmmakers also meet with a group of peace activists - some of them atom bomb survivors - on a gruelling two month, 750-mile protest march from Hiroshima to Tokyo. 
HOT DOCS:


WINGS OF DEFEAT
Tuesday, 24 March at 10.00pm
Internationally, Kamikaze pilots remain a potent metaphor for fanaticism. In Japan, they are largely revered for their selfless sacrifice. Yet few outside Japan know that hundreds of kamikaze pilots survived the war. 
By the spring of 1945, when all Japanese planes were reassigned to kamikaze (Tokkotai) attacks, Japan could no longer defend its airspace and its naval fleet was demolished. Old airplanes and inadequate training resulted in many failed engines, leaving scores of pilots stranded. When Japan surrendered, hundreds of kamikaze trainees were awaiting sortie orders that never arrived. 

Through rare interviews with surviving kamikaze pilots, Wings of Defeat screening on SBS in Hot Docs on Tuesday, 24 March at 10.00pm, shows us that the military demanded pilots volunteer to give up their lives. Retracing their journeys from teenagers to doomed pilots, a complex history of brutal training and ambivalent sacrifice is revealed. 
As U.S. firebombs incinerated its major cities and the country ran out of weapons and fuel, Japan’s military government refused to accept the reality that it could no longer fight. Instead they sent thousands of pilots off to targets nearly impossible to reach. 
Sixty years later, survivors in their eighties tell us about their training, their mindsets, their experiences in a kamikaze cockpit and what it meant to survive when thousands of their fellow pilots had died. Their stories insist we set aside our preconceptions to relive their all too human experiences with them. 
Ultimately, they help us question what responsibilities a government at war has to its soldiers and to its people.
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