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Program 
Highlights

Week of 29 March, 2009
Week 14
LOST WORLDS:

Sunday, 29 March at 7.30pm
WALKING THE BIBLE
ENTERTAINMENT SERIES: 
Monday, 30 March 10.00pm

SHAMELESS (New Series) 
CUTTING EDGE:

Tuesday, 31 March at 8.35pm
WARLORDS NEXT DOOR?
LOST WORLDS:


WALKING THE BIBLE
Commences on Sunday, 29 March at 7.30pm
In the lead-up to Easter, commencing on Sunday, 29 March at 7.30pm,
SBS will repeat the well regarded three-part Lost Worlds documentary, Walking the Bible, 
Walking the Bible is part adventure, part archaeological detective work, and part spiritual exploration.  

The journey is the brainchild of best-selling author, Bruce Feiler, who, on a visit to Jerusalem, the epicentre of the three monotheistic religions – Judaism, Christianity and Islam – realised that many of the stories from the Bible were about real people. The stories happened “in real places I could visit”.  His planned expedition is considered romantic, bizarre – not to mention risky – and according to the experts, actual archaeological evidence of these places is difficult to find and most of the ancient sites are located in a region of intense and often deadly conflict.

Feiler travels by foot, four-wheel drive, camel and boat, wandering through 10 countries on three continents. Accompanying him is Avner Goren, a leading biblical archaeologist. Readings from the Bible are interspersed throughout the series, bringing viewers closer to the biblical settings.

Feiler’s journey begins in eastern Turkey, exploring the rivers, cities and markets. He travels to the Euphrates and Tigris Rivers, the site that may have been the one for the Garden of Eden.

He re-traces Abraham’s epic journey from the ancient city of Ur, through Harran, then to the Promised Land, before taking his son Isaac to be sacrificed on the site that now houses one of the holiest sites in Islam, the Dome of the Rock.

Future episodes tell the story of how Joseph was abandoned by his brothers but goes on to become a powerful force in the land of the Pharaohs; and of Moses as he lead the Israelites through the deadly wastes of the Sinai desert to the rose city of Petra and their 40 year exile, with Moses finally dying on Mt Nebo, centimetres from the Promised Land.

New Series 

ENTERTAINMENT SERIES: 


SHAMELESS 

Monday, 30 March 10.00pm
The residents of Chatsworth Estate return to SBS on March 30 at 10.00pm for the sixth series of the multi-award winning Shameless.

Episode 1
Ian is assaulted, and left shaken and confused about his attacker's motive. When the stranger strikes again, Ian is left hospitalised - and there's more bad news when he regains consciousness: he's got amnesia. Suddenly he's an alien amongst his own family and friends, and even his own sexuality is a mystery. His amnesia has him questioning if Chatsworth is the place for him after all.

Meanwhile it's Debbie's 16th birthday. Tom decides it's time to go public with their relationship, but Debbie has doubts about whether they ever really had one...

Kelly has bad news for Shane about her pregnancy, and Frank and Monica are faced with an impossible challenge over newborn baby Stella.

Shameless stars David Threlfall, Aaron McCusker, Annabelle Apsion, Elliott Tittensor, Gerard Kearns and Rebecca Atkinson.
CUTTING EDGE:


WARLORDS NEXT DOOR?
Tuesday, 31 March at 8.35pm
Tonight’s Cutting Edge comes from Channel 4’s Dispatches program and reveals how key politicians at the heart of the vicious fighting in Somalia have incredibly close links to Britain. They have British or EU passports, their families live in Britain and they commute between Somalia and homes in English cities.  British taxpayers are financing them in the name of democracy – yet in Somalia they are linked to allegations of mass murder, torture, extortion and corruption.

Warlords Next Door? will screen on SBS on Tuesday, 31 March at 8.35pm.

Reporter Aidan Hartley sets off on the trail of four senior figures in Somalia’s Western-backed government - an investigation which takes him from Leicester and Birmingham to Mogadishu.

Among the British-Somali community there is anger and frustration that taxpayers are subsidising politicians who they claim are ruling by the gun and profit from conflict.  In Leicester, one British-Somali tells how he was recently told to pay ransoms for the release of several relatives imprisoned by a senior official in the Somali government who has a house in the same Leicester neighbourhood.

The leaders of the Somali government, installed almost two years ago, were expected to restore peace after years of civil war as well as destroy Al Qaeda and its allies.  The capital, Mogadishu, is riven by extreme violence with vicious fighting between insurgents and the government forces a daily occurrence.  

Hartley investigates allegations that the government’s National Security Agency is operating with extreme methods.  He hears first-hand claims of false imprisonment, torture and extortion from prisoners who were only freed when their ransoms were paid.

On the outskirts of Mogadishu, hundreds of thousands of terrified civilians have set up camp where they live in huts of plastic and sticks.  They all rely on humanitarian aid but many are starving and ill.  Aid workers rarely visit and medical aid is not being made available to these people.

On his return to the UK, Hartley interviews Minister for Africa Lord Mark Malloch-Brown about British support for this Somali government that is presiding over the worst phase of conflict in 17 years of vicious civil war in Somalia.
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