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Program 
Highlights

Week of 17 May, 2009
Week 21
SPECIAL EVENT:

Sunday, 17 May at 7.30pm
EUROVISION SONG CONTEST - FINAL
CUTTING EDGE:

Tuesday, 19 May at 8.30pm
THE SPY FACTORY
PREMIERE
ENTERTAINMENT SERIES:
Wed, 20 May 7.30pm
FOOD INVESTIGATORS
DOCUMENTARY


Wed, 20 May 8.30pm
CAMEL ODYSSEY

PREMIERE:

ENTERTAINMENT SERIES
Sat, 23 May 8.30pm
THE SQUIZ

SPECIAL EVENT:


EUROVISION SONG CONTEST - FINAL

Sunday, 17 May at 7.30pm

Moscow is hosting Eurovision 2009 and you will be there with Julia Zemiro and Sam Pang heading up SBS’ extensive coverage of the event from the Russian capital. Julia is best known as the host of Rockwiz and Melbourne broadcaster Sam Pang will also host the forthcoming world history quiz show AD/BC for SBS.

The Eurovision Song Contest is viewed by more than 100 million people around the globe and in most European countries the contest holds the record for the longest running program on television. The final screens on SBS on Sunday, 17 May at 7.30pm.
Host Julia has a special connection with Eurovision:

“My mother was pregnant with me and watched Sandie Shaw win in 1967 with

Puppet on a String, so Eurovision is in my genes,” she says. “And, having starred in a musical about Eurovision for four months, I feel life is

imitating art which is imitating life which is imitating art! “I’m also VERY excited about going to Moscow. I hope to get to sing a song myself, but if not, I’ll be barracking for France.”

And her co-host Sam adds:

“I cannot begin to express how lucky I feel to be going to Moscow for Eurovision

2009. It’s been a dream of mine to visit the city ever since seeing ‘Police Academy 7; Mission to Moscow’ way back in 1994,” he says. “I can’t wait to carry Julia Zemiro’s luggage around Moscow for 10 days. She is one of the most talented and entertaining people in the country and I’m really hoping she travels lightly!” 

And just who will win Eurovision in 2009? Will it be self proclaimed “anti-crisis girl” Svetlana Loboda from the Ukraine? Will it be third time lucky for two time Eurovision veteran Chiara from Malta, or Bosnia and Herzegovina’s Regina who are leading a “love revolution”? Or will the UK triumph, who have brought in the big guns with Andrew Lloyd Webber and Diane Warren penning its My Love for singer Jade Ewen.
CUTTING EDGE:



THE SPY FACTORY

Tuesday, 19 May at 8.30pm

Could 9/11 have been prevented? How do our governments spy on us?

Cutting Edge: The Spy Factory, screening on SBS on Tuesday, 19 May at 8.30pm exposes the role of the ultra-secret US intelligence agency, the National Security Agency (NSA), in the failure to stop the 9/11 attacks and the subsequent eavesdropping program that listens in without warrant on millions of American citizens. It chronicles the NSA's role in intercepting vital intelligence on the 9/11 plans which it failed to fully relay to other agencies. 

Three times the size of the CIA and far more secret, the NSA is comprised of top linguists, mathematicians, and technologists trained to decipher all kinds of communications - epitomising the hidden world of high-tech, 21st-century surveillance. The NSA is able to intercept not only most Asian e-mail messages but also the entire U.S. internal Internet traffic.

Thus, since 9/11, the agency has turned its giant ear inward to monitor the communications of ordinary Americans, many of whom are on the government's secret watch list, now more than half-a-million names long.

The Spy Factory is based on James Bamford's best-selling 2008 book, The Shadow Factory, praised as "important and disturbing" in the Washington Post by former senator Bob Kerrey, who was a member of the 9/11 Commission.
DOCUMENTARY


CAMEL ODYSSEY

Wednesday 20 May at 8.30pm
Five international travellers (three French, one British and one Australian) set out on an epic journey, to be the first people to take Bactrian camels from the towering heights of the Himalayas down to Rajasthan and the famous Pushkar camel fair. When two of the camels die, the travellers are blamed in the local media and the BBC. Threatened with charges of animal cruelty, police prosecution and mob justice, the group is forced into hiding.

Camel Odyssey, screening on SBS on Wednesday, 20 May at 8.30pm is a dramatic documentary about five international travellers seeking adventure who get more than they bargained for.

Their romantic notion of travelling is fulfilled: gypsies, music, dancing, camp fires, sleeping under the stars. But their adventure also attracts media attention. Too quickly their fame puts them in danger when one camel dies in an Indian veterinary clinic and another falls ill.

Accused of killing their camel, by local media and in the BBC, they are advised to dump their sick animal and leave by dead of night. 

But they refuse to move their beloved camels, attracting more media attention and pressure from the local authorities who don’t want the bad publicity. The situation worsens when the People for Ethical Treatment of Animals and Maneka Gandhi’s BJP Party join the fray.

Trapped in an Indian Vet Clinic under the threat of animal cruelty charges, the boys fear the worst. 

Isolated in a foreign country without representation, the friends are forced into hiding in India’s Rajasthani desert, under the continuing threat of police prosecution, mob justice and media vilification.
*PREMIERE*

ENTERTAINMENT SERIES:

FOOD INVESTIGATORS
Wednesday, 20 May at 7.30pm
We’re all fascinated by what we eat. This new 13-part series, premiering on SBS on Wednesday 20 May at 7.30pm, will investigate food; explore the myths, the hidden nasties, and just what is good, or not good, for us in our diet.  

Food Investigators is co-hosted by emergency room doctor, Dr Renee Lim: a woman on a mission. She sees the results of bad diets and alcohol abuse every day in the ER. So from domestic kitchens to high tech factories, from farmers markets to supermarkets, she will be out and about finding exactly what Australians are eating.

Assisted by food scientist Joe Avati and a team of top dieticians – Geraldine Georgeou and Hanan Saleh - the ‘Food Investigators’ will use cutting edge science to take us through food debates, health scares and uncover exactly how our food is made.

No scare stories, no food panics, just solid information about what you are putting in your mouth. 

Confused by labels? Lite or natural? What they say isn’t always what they mean. We’ll have an insider’s guide to deconstructing the information on the packet. Plus our investigators will be looking at common misconceptions: why processed is sometimes better than fresh. When is frozen the best option? 

Do you always walk the same route round the supermarket? Can you always find exactly what you want? We’ll be finding out the science behind your shopping experience.

Can what you eat help you get a good night’s sleep? Does eating like our ancestors improve our health? Is soup the answer to Australia’s obesity crisis? Our teams of volunteers will trial the latest thinking in diets and report back. 

And the staples in your cupboard - eggs, bread, milk. The choice is bewildering, so how do you choose? Our experts will guide you through the maze. Food Investigators will be full of counter-intuitive information, as we arm the Australian shopper with the means to detect fact from fiction.

*PREMIERE*

ENTERTAINMENT SERIES

THE SQUIZ

Saturday, 23 May at 8.30pm
Olympic president, Juan Antonio Samaranch once stated that he believed that Australia “may be the most sporting country in the world”*. Our love of the game and our passion for competition is not just a casual pastime - it is the Australian way of life. We elevate our sporting heroes to god-like status and their sporting ability makes us proud to be Australian.

So what happens when you get a bunch of our heroes together, round up the best Australian and international comedians, and split them into two teams to test their sporting prowess? You get the riotous new SBS series, The Squiz.
Premiering on May 23 at 8.30pm, The Squiz is a new 13-part sports quiz show that separates the winners from the spectators. Hosted by the hilarious Anh Do, The Squiz has two teams that are captained by award winning comedians - the sassy Amelia Jane Hunter, and the quirky Jordan Raskopoulos. Each week Amelia and Jordan take turns selecting their teams from a pool of five stars. But with only four seats on the panel, one star is destined for the bench where they will become the substitute and scorer. Then it’s time for the teams to go head to head and test their sporting knowledge in the hopes of winning the coveted Squiz Champion Trophy.

Sport stars that have made it through the selection process include John Aloisi, Jason Akermanis, Wendell Sailor, Liz Ellis, David Campese, Jason Stevens, Libby Trickett, Craig Lowndes and many more.

Making sure that they are laughing all the way to the finishing line, these big name sports stars are joined by comedians Stephen K Amos, Tommy Dean, Jason Gann, Adam Zwar and Tahir Bilgic to name a few.

These sporting legends, comedians and team captains will take a shot at glory and attempt to win the hearts of the nation.
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