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Program 
Highlights

Week of 3 May, 2009
Week 19
SHOWCASE FILM:

Sunday, 3 May at 9.30pm

NEVER SAY NEVER
CUTTING EDGE:

Tuesday, 5 May at 8.30pm
DEVIL’S BARGAIN
DOCUMENTARY:
Friday, 8 May at 7.30pm
AFGHAN STAR
SUNDAY SHOWCASE FILM:
NEVER SAY NEVER
Sunday, 3 May at 9.30pm
Never Say Never, (Il ne Faut Jurer... de Rien!)  SBS’s showcase film screening on Sunday, 3 May at 9.30pm is a romantic comedy set in Paris in the 1830s, in which a playboy tries to seduce a young baroness in order to win a bet. The film is a cinematographic adaptation of a play by Alfred de Musset. 
Valentin, a cynical young gambler and womaniser has nothing in common with his uncle Georges Van Buck who only believes in the virtues of money and business. 
The two live totally separate lives until the day uncle George wants to improve his image, and the size of his tailor shop, by making Valentin, whose debts he has just paid, marry Cécile, the young marriageable daughter of a baroness, who has fallen on hard times and owes him money. 
Valentin, who doesn't wish to get married, bets that he can easily seduce the young woman in 24 hours, thereby proving that she, like all women, doesn't deserve love and marriage. But Cécile, a feisty independent-minded young woman who believes in true love, turns out to be much tougher to dazzle than expected. 
Never Say Never is directed by Eric Civanyan and stars Gérard Jugnot (Les Choristes) as Van Buck, Jean Dujardin (OSS 117: Cairo, Nest of Spies) as Valentin, and Mélanie Doutey (who was nominated for a Cesar award for her performance in this film) as Cécile.
CUTTING EDGE:



DEVIL’S BARGAIN

Tuesday, 5 May at 8.30pm

Experts call small arms the most deadly weapons on earth because they keep being used and re-used in armed conflicts all around the world. If one is to judge by the death toll, small arms can be classed as weapons of mass destruction. And the problem is that legal trade is linked to the black market and is indirectly responsible for spreading small conflicts.
Devil’s Bargain screening on SBS on Tuesday, 5 May at 8.30pm in the Cutting Edge timeslot, studies gun-running techniques, the way guns slip from legal to illegal markets in the so-called grey zone, and the part played by the superpowers and their hidden agendas.  
The film also deals with the human toll of this lucrative trade (for example the spread of militant Islamic insurgency in Somalia was mainly fuelled by the US small arms trade and the US-backed Ethiopian invasion) and the way small countries like Bosnia and Moldova end up being tied into the gun-running scheme.  
People die even in places where no widespread conflict is present: in Nairobi a doctor, who had invented an AIDS vaccine, was killed by a semi-insane man using a Kalashnikov smuggled from Somalia.

DOCUMENTARY:

AFGHAN STAR
Friday, 8 May at 7.30pm
After 30 years of war and Taliban rule, Afghan Pop Idol is taking the nation by storm. But this is more than just a TV show …in Afghanistan you risk your life to sing. Winner of the World Cinema Audience Award and the World Cinema Directing Award at Sundance, 2009, the documentary Afghan Star, will screen on SBS on Friday, 8 May at 7.30pm. 
An American Idol-type contest set in Afghanistan? What more intriguing inroad into a region usually represented in our news media by death and violence? To understand the magnitude of this film, we must look at the facts - 2,000 contestants compete for a chance to be the next Afghan Pop Idol. Three of them are women.
In an unheard-of precedent, all genders, ethnic groups, and age sectors are equal in this competition. More than one-third of the country watches the show and votes with text messages. For many this represents their first encounter with any kind of democratic process. 
Director Havana Marking follows the dramatic stories of four of the contestants over three months, from regional auditions to the finals in Kabul. All is not safe for her subjects as they must actually risk their lives to sing. In a larger sense, we get a glimpse into the ongoing struggle of a country trying to segue into the modern world, and the dangerous underpinnings its citizens must navigate. 
Though moving and inspiring, what is really brilliant about Afghan Star is that by observing a people's relationship to pop culture, we get a different, if not more human, look at this troubled part of the world. 
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languages broadcast by SBS, which makes us the world’s most multicultural broadcaster.
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