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Program 
Highlights

Week of 19 April, 2009
Week 17
CUTTING EDGE:

Tuesday, 21 April at 8.30pm
RED OIL
HOT DOCS:


Tuesday, 21 April at 10.00pm
THE HUGO CHAVEZ SHOW
DOCUMENTARY:
Friday, 24 April at 7.30pm
PAPER DOLLS: AUSTRALIAN PINUPS OF WORLD WAR 2
RETURNING ENTERTAINMENT SERIES
MYTHBUSTERS – New Episodes 

Viewer Special 
Saturday 25 April at 7.30pm

CUTTING EDGE:



RED OIL

Tuesday, 21 April at 8.30pm

Oil, greed, power, betrayal, passion and revolution - Venezuela’s State Oil corporation is  “a total soap opera”, says insider Marienella. She should know: before she worked in Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez’ oil company, she used to write telenovelas...

As oil executives become redefined as "social activists" Marienella rails against corruption while trying to find social projects to spend oil revenue on. 
SBS will screen Red Oil in the Cutting Edge timeslot on Tuesday, 21 April at 8.30pm.  

Meanwhile, another top executive has resigned in protest at Chavez using oil money to buy votes, while oil workers are ready to fight the "forces of imperialism" to defend him. 
Following the soap-opera format, the viewer is left to ponder whether Chavez is a romantic hero using his petrol dollars to wipe out poverty and inequality, or a power-mad villain squandering the country's oil resources to feed his power dreams. Red Oil is the story of conflict and intrigue over who gets the profits from the biggest oil reserves on the planet.  Can a multinational oil corporation deliver Chavez’ socialist dream?

A high-octane documentary with crude oil, larger-than-life characters, and true-life cliff-hangers.

HOT DOCS:



THE HUGO CHAVEZ SHOW

Tuesday, 21 April at 10.00pm
This Hot Docs, The Hugo Chavez Show, screening on SBS on Tuesday, 21 April at 10.00pm, seeks to find the answer to the question, Who is the real Hugo Chávez? He's been portrayed as a saviour and an autocrat; a hero to his nation's poor and a bombastic, would-be dictator eager to dominate the world stage. He forges controversial alliances while inventing a new kind of revolution he calls 21st-century socialism. He calls George Bush a devil and Castro a god. Who is this man Hugo Chávez, and where is he headed?
FRONTLINE producer Ofra Bikel travels to Venezuela to offer an illuminating portrait of the Venezuelan president. Through interviews with former government officials, Chávez associates and ordinary Venezuelans, the film chronicles Chávez's ascent to power and his efforts to use the powers of the presidency to stay there.

The film also reveals the key role of the media - or, rather, Chávez's savvy use of the media - in his rise to power, introducing viewers to Aló Presidente - or "Hello, President" - a weekly televised show that often runs five to eight hours and features Chávez speaking directly to the people, explaining government policy and mixing in a smattering of songs, poetry and whatever else strikes his fancy.

Scraping beneath the surface of Hugo Chávez and his socialist and nationalistic rhetoric, The Hugo Chavez Show uncovers the man who has been described as a “myth in progress”. From his own failed attempt at a military coup to the 2002 coup which temporarily removed him from power, Chávez has remained a master of manipulating his own public image, as best seen through his weekly television show where he declares his affection for Fidel Castro, his distrust of the US and scrutinises his own ministers.

DOCUMENTARY:


PAPER DOLLS: AUSTRALIAN PINUPS OF WORLD WAR 2

Friday, 24 April at 7.30pm
Australia during the Second World War is usually pictured as austere, a time of rations and perseverance. Women from this time are often portrayed as domesticated or working for the war effort. Sexuality was dangerous and mentioned only in reference to the allure of the visiting American soldiers.  Fashion was negated for the khaki greens and greys of uniforms.

On Friday 24 April at 7.30pm, SBS will screen, Paper Dolls: Australian Pinups of World War 2, a documentary that delves into the dark of war and shows how the pinup girls of the time were pictures of hope, of a better time and of people’s longing for fun.  

Pinups came in many different forms: girls in bathers, dancing girls, drawings of glamorous, idealised womanhood and soft focus girls gazing longingly out of their frame. For the women featured in the photos, their brief stardom was for some exciting, an adventure and liberating, while for others it was a secret to be hidden from family and community.

Some women were photographed by professional photographers. Many women were photographed by friends or family members. These social photos were often sent into the paper or magazines and became collectable items for men in the military. Some of the women were voted as number one pinup girl and mascots for Army battalions, Air Force squadrons and Navy ships, their pictures adorning lockers, tent walls, mess halls and notice boards. Many received hundreds of letters from servicemen stationed in far-flung places abroad admiring “their” girls and telling of their loneliness, fear and desire to return home.

This film charts the growth of the Australian pinup through the recollections of three former pinup girls (one amateur and two professional models), as well as a selection of World War 2 veterans who share how these pictures were morale boosters and uplifted their spirits during a frightening, desperate and lonely period of their lives.

Using archival footage, photographs and artworks of the time as well as sections of letters written by servicemen, the chronological events of the war years act as a spine to the recollections of these Australians, now in their 80s.  This film is not only about the culture of pinups and their collectors but also a study of the social standards of a country faced with the realities of a threatened invasion by enemy forces. 

The joyous images of the pinups open a window to the hopes and dreams of a nation at war.

RETURNING ENTERTAINMENT SERIES
MYTHBUSTERS – SERIES 4

Saturdays at 7.30pm from 4 April
No myth is safe as Adam, Jamie, Kari, Tory and Grant are back in new episodes busting myths with a generous helping of explosives!

Viewer Special 

Saturday 25 April at 7.30pm

In this viewer special the team continue to bust urban legends and myths from viewer feedback with, of course, exploding toilets/bathtubs and pianos.

But first off they try to put to rest a Japanese torture rumour from World War II.

In Bamboo Torture, Adam and Jamie investigate if it is possible for fast growing bamboo to penetrate human flesh.

In Alkali Metal Mayhem, they try and debunk a You Tube video showing how a bath tub is exploded using only water and alkaline chemicals.

Kicking off with a hand grenade in a toilet as a comparison, Kari, Tory and Grant grab a heap of alkaline chemicals to try and destroy a bathtub with varying effects.

On a more musical note, in the simply titled Exploding Piano, they also try to bust the myth that a piano will explode if on fire!

Throw in a St Bernard with a brandy keg in Brandy Warmer and you have a vintage “viewer choice’ episode of the popular series.
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