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Program 
Highlights

Week of 4 January, 2009
Week 2
*BRAND NEW LOCAL SERIES*

CRIME DRAMA SERIES:
Thursday, 8 January at 8.30pm

CARLA CAMETTI PD

DOCUMENTARY: 

Sunday, 4 January at 8.30pm

THE LOBOTOMIST
DOCUMENTARY:

Tuesday, 6 January at 7.30pm
DESPERATELY SEEKING DOCTORS
DOCUMENTARY:

Tuesday, 6 January at 8.30pm
BLOOD & GUTS: THE HISTORY OF SURGERY

 
*BRAND NEW LOCAL SERIES*
CRIME DRAMA SERIES:

CARLA CAMETTI PD

Commences on Thursday, 8 January at 8.30pm
Get set for a bold new direction in local drama with CARLA CAMETTI PD, a sizzling six-part series starting January 8 at 8.30pm on SBS. Sassy, sexy and determined, Carla Cametti has the looks and street smarts to get what she wants. But she also has a personal life that’s rife with drama!

There’s her dad Leo who runs the family restaurant but still harbours dreams of being an Opera singer. Her mum Angela who loves to interfere with her love life, her best friend Lisa who is planning the wedding of the year while sleeping around, and her uncle Tony whose dark secrets are starting to surface. 

On top of that Carla must also contend with ex-boyfriend Matt who the police believe is criminal, her best friend’s dad Joe who is under police surveillance and her mate Georgina, a widow at thirty and hell bent on revenge. 

Carla loves them all. The only problem is that one of them is trying to kill her, but which one? Detective Senior Sergeant Gandolfi is determined to find out. A suave policeman seconded to Melbourne to curb its gangland activity, Gandolfi struts into Carla’s life and offers to shield her from the bullets. How can a girl refuse?

The enchanting Diana Glenn (Satisfaction, Love My Way) and Vince Colosimo (Underbelly) lead a stellar ensemble cast including Robert Mammone, Sullivan Stapleton and Lisa Da Silva in this sizzling crime drama series. 

EPISODE 1  TO HAVE AND TO HOLD Thursday January 8 at 8.30pm
Carla attends the funeral of Jack Kavel, an old friend’s husband.  At the wake, his widow Georgina asks her to find out who killed her husband.  When Carla tells her friend that murder is way too heavy for her, Georgina backs off – but little do they know that five days earlier, Carla was almost a witness to Jack's abduction.  

In the course of investigating an accident insurance scam for a client, Fleur, Carla tracks down Brad a DJ at a private club the same club Jack was kidnapped from.  Carla is convinced that Brad is scamming her client but when she takes Fleur back to the club to confront him, she soon discovers that her client has a secret of her own and the gun Fleur's carrying in her bag is meant as revenge against her runaway husband… Brad who has recently confessed he was gay.  

As if that's not enough, Carla's connections to Jack Kavel's death arouse the suspicions of the annoyingly sexy Detective Luke Gandolfi.  Add a crazy gunman with Carla in his sights, an uncle with a secret, and a soon to be married best friend who needs Carla to cover up for her infidelities - Carla soon realises that family issues are indeed a dangerous business.

DOCUMENTARY: 


THE LOBOTOMIST
Sunday, 4 January at 8.30pm

In 1924, 28-year-old Dr Walter J. Freeman arrived at St Elizabeth’s in Washington, D.C., one of the United State’s largest hospitals for the mentally ill, and home to thousands of patients suffering from agitated depression, dementia, and psychosis.  Freeman embarked on a bold experiment: to discover a physical abnormality in the brain that caused mental illness.

On Sunday January 4, 2009, at 8.30pm, SBS will screen The Lobotomist, the gripping and tragic story of an ambitious doctor, the desperate families who sought his help, and the medical establishment that embraced him.  The program features interviews with Dr Freeman’s former patients and their families, his students, and medical historians, and offers an often overwhelming look at one of the darkest chapters in psychiatric history.

In 1936, Freeman came across an obscure monograph by Portuguese neurologist Egas Moniz detailing the results of a radical new operation on the brain’s frontal lobe that he performed on a group of 20 mental patients.  Moniz asserted that after surgery, one third of his patients were cured of their symptoms.  For Dr Freeman, the operation promised hope not only for the treatment of mentally ill patients, but also for his own personal future.

Freeman recruited a young neurosurgeon, James Watts, to assist him in performing the first prefrontal lobotomy, in the United States, on a patient suffering from anxiety, insomnia, and depression.  Pushing beyond Moniz’s operation, Freeman directed Watts to sever the frontal lobe from the thalamus – the seat of human emotion in the brain – where Freeman believed the symptoms of mental illness originated.  Four hours later, the patient awoke alert and manifested no anxiety or apprehension.  Freeman and Watts pushed forward and performed dozens of prefrontal lobotomies, despite mixed results and outrage from some in the medical community.

In 1945, as shell-shocked GIs began to overwhelm state mental institutions, Freeman adapted his procedure, creating the so-called “ice-pick” lobotomy, a portable and inexpensive method as horrific as it was convenient.  Freeman believed that anyone, even a hospital psychiatrist, could be taught to perform this new operation in just one afternoon, and began travelling to the country’s mental institutions on what he called “head hunting” expeditions in search of more patients.

By 1949, the number of lobotomies performed in the United States, using Freeman’s method soared to 5000 annually, up from just 150 in 1945.  Before his death in 1972, Freeman would go on to personally lobotomize more than 2900 patients including 19 children under the age of 18.  But as long-term studies on the after-effects of the operation began to emerge, many proponents of lobotomy began to abandon it.  The man who had championed the procedure was decreed as a moral monster, and lobotomy one of the most barbaric mistakes of modern medicine.

THREE PART DOCUMENTARY SERIES:


DESPERATELY SEEKING DOCTORS
Commences on Tuesday, 6 January at 7.30pm
For the residents and councils of many rural Australian communities, maintaining a reliable health care service is a constant challenge. Despite extensive domestic and international recruitment campaigns, doctors are leaving some rural communities faster than they can be replaced.

Earlier this year the Federal Health Minister said the rural health system in Australia was ‘a dire state of affairs’, and promised a complete overhaul of workforce incentives and programs. But when the Government announced its budget allocation a few weeks later, it was met with a disappointed response from both the Australian Medical Association and the Rural Doctors Association of Australia.

Beginning on SBS on Tuesday January 6 at 7.30pm, Desperately Seeking Doctors is a three part documentary series which reveals the personal stories behind the doctors’ crisis in Australia. How do rural communities cope with Australia’s doctor shortage? Who are the doctors working in these roles, and what are their views on rural health services? How prepared are medical students to take positions in the bush, and how do the residents of rural communities feel about the future of their health care?

Over three episodes, Desperately Seeking Doctors follows the bush experience of Scottish GP Dr Mary Fortune, who answered an international call-out for Australian doctors, Indian born Dr Alan Majid, and two medical students Jen Martins and Nabilah Islam, who also happen to be close friends.

Ep 1: UNFAMILIAR TERRITORY  Tuesday, January 6 at 7.30pm

Dr Mary Fortune leaves her home, family and friends in Scotland to answer the cries for help from the mining town of Kalgoorlie, in Western Australia. Despite knowing she will miss her son, and husband of 22 years, Dr Mary is excited about the challenge of moving to Kalgoorlie and optimistic about what the experience will be like.

Dr Mary’s arrival is welcome news for Kalgoorlie residents, who have been struggling to attract doctors for some time. “If you go on holidays,” says local Dr Andrew Siegmund “we don’t have someone to fill that gap. 
But it’s not just Kalgoorlie struggling with staffing issues. The residents of Wagin have just been told their only doctor, Dr Alan Majid has resigned after only four months of his three year contract. “Why have the previous four doctors left?”, asks Dr Majid, What is wrong? There has to be some problem somewhere”. 

Despite his resignation, Dr Majid has agreed to stay in Wagin to teach medical student Nabilah Islam, during her country medicine term. Nabilah’s four week placement in Wagin will be the first time she has ever travelled without her parents. Amidst the town politics of Wagin, how will Nabiliah cope away from home, and how will she find working under supervision of disgruntled Dr Majid?

FIVE PART DOCUMENTARY SERIES:


BLOOD & GUTS: THE HISTORY OF SURGERY

Commences on Tuesday, 6 January at 8.30pm
Today, astonishing surgical breakthroughs are making face transplants, limb transplants and a host of other cutting edge operations possible. But getting to this point has been an extraordinary story of courage and mistakes – stolen corpses, crazy remedies, medical fraud, lobotomised patients – and every now and then, brave and extraordinary advances that have saved millions of lives across the world. 
Presented by the charismatic and medically trained Michael Mosley, this series is a highly energetic and engaging history of surgery.

Episode 1 – Into the Brain
Screening on SBS on Tuesday, 6 January is episode one of Blood & Guts: The History of Surgery, titled Into the Brain. 

Lunchtime lobotomies, microchips implanted inside bulls brains, presidential daughters, a lifesaving piece of household wire and CIA-funded research – this is the story of brain surgery. 
More than any other surgery, operating on the brain – from misguided psychosurgery to pioneering neurosurgery – has taught us who we are. But the most complex organ in the body hides its secrets well, and surgeons have ended up travelling some dark roads on their extraordinary journey to map the human mind.
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