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Program 
Highlights

Week of 26 October, 2008
LANDMARK 7-PART SERIES:   

FIRST AUSTRALIANS - The Untold Story of Australia 

Ep 5: An Unhealthy Government Experiment Sunday, 26 Oct 8.35pm
Ep 6: A Fair Deal For a Black Race
Tuesday, 28 October 8.30pm 

DOCUMENTARY SERIES:
Sunday, 26 October 7.30pm
WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE: Griff Rhys Jones
COMEDY SERIES:

Monday, 27 October at 8.30pm

SWIFT AND SHIFT COURIERS 

*New Series*

HOT DOCS:


Tuesday, 28 October at 10.05pm
THE CHOICE 2008
NEWS & CURRENT AFFAIRS:
Wed, 29 October 8.30pm
DATELINE IN THE U.S.
DOCUMENTARY:

Friday, 31 October at 7.30pm 
MISTER PRESIDENT
CLASSIC ALBUMS:

Saturday, 1 November 10.00pm
THE DOORS
LANDMARK 7-PART SERIES:   
FIRST AUSTRALIANS - The Untold Story of Australia 

Ep 5: An Unhealthy Government Experiment  Sunday, 26 Oct 8.35pm
Ep 6: A Fair Deal For a Black Race
Tuesday, 28 October 8.30pm 

First Australians chronicles the birth of contemporary Australia as never told before, from the perspective of its first people. 

Episode 5 An Unhealthy Government Experiment 

Western Australia (1897 – 1937)
Directed by Beck Cole, airs Sunday 26 October at 8.30pm

Many first Australians are being born into hybrid lives, strictly controlled by white society. It is hard for them to find their feet in the new world or the old, but their spirits endure.
Jandamurra is born on a cattle station in the Kimberley in the 1870s. His hybrid life takes a bloody turn when he trades in his status as a police tracker for his own people. 
Gladys Gilligan is one of more than 50,000 half-caste children plucked from her family and sent to a mission. The Chief Protector of Aborigines, AO Neville, institutionalises her first son, orders her to be arrested, and denies her the right to marry three times, but she remains resolutely independent.
Episode 6 A Fair Deal For a Black Race 

South-Eastern Australia (1937 - 1967)

Directed by Beck Cole, airs Tuesday, 28 October at 8.30pm

A mass political movement helped win constitutional rights in 1967, but it was built on successive, strategic campaigns conducted by the first Australians from the 1930s. 

Yorta Yorta man William Cooper forms the Australian Aborigines League in 1933 to continue his life-long campaign for equality. His nephew also becomes a political animal; Doug Nichols is a Church of Christ pastor who becomes a champion for those affected by the Maralinga nuclear bomb tests in the 1950s. 
First Australians will continue to air on Sunday and Tuesday evenings through to Sunday, 2nd November.

DOCUMENTARY SERIES:


WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE? Griff Rhys Jones

Sunday, 26 October at 7.30pm
In Who Do You Think You Are? screening on SBS on Sunday, October 26 at 7.30pm, Welsh comedian, writer and actor, Griff Rhys Jones admits that, although he was bored stiff by his elderly relatives as a boy, he now finds certain aspects of his family history intriguing. In particular, he wants to know more about his maternal grandmother, Louisa, who was supposedly adopted by distant relatives following the death of her parents in a train crash. This story had been hushed up in the family for years - and Griff sets out on the trail of discovery, uncovering more than he bargained for.

Griff begins by visiting his mother, and is given a copy of Louisa’s birth certificate from 1891. Her father, Daniel Price, is listed as an engine driver and in the 1891 census, Louisa is listed as one of four children of Daniel and Sarah Price. 

Griff pays a visit to the street in Garston, Liverpool, in which they lived - in a respectable house built by the railway company to accommodate its employees. But an 1892 rate book tells a rather different tale. Having ordered a copy of Daniel's death certificate and while waiting for it to arrive, Griff investigates his great, great grandmother's family, who appear in the 1861 census. 

The bleakness of his industrial background is brought home when Griff realises that the breadwinner of the family, Griffith, was killed young in a mining accident. His family is left to seek work to make ends meet - including his 19 year-old daughter, Elizabeth, who became a rubbish tipper at the iron works.

Returning eagerly to the trail of Daniel Price, Griff begins to uncover the truth behind the family story. Daniel's death certificate reveals that he died of a fractured skull - acquired during a fight in the street - nothing to do with a train crash! A manslaughter charge was brought against a certain John Thomas, but newspaper reports and witness statements from the trial give two very different accounts - was Daniel brutally set upon, or was he a drunkard and a troublemaker? 

Unable to discover what became of the destitute Sarah, and anxious to learn the fates of the children, Griff searches the 1901 census. He finds Jane and Thomas in separate institutions - each as pauper inmates. These brutal institutions were designed chiefly for children who were truants, of unfit parents, or who had criminal activity in the family. 

Now comes the task of telling his unsuspecting mother what he has discovered.

COMEDY SERIES:


SWIFT AND SHIFT COURIERS 
*New Series*

Monday, 27 October at 8.30pm
From the makers of Pizza, comes Swift and Shift Couriers, a hilarious new comedy that parodies the people, the politics and the outrageous events of a working-class business. Starting on SBS on Monday October 27 at 8.30pm, Swift and Shift Couriers follows the incompetent, inappropriate and absurd day to day dramas of the staff at Hashfield depot.

Most people come across couriers bustling about in their trucks and on their bikes, cutting traffic, parking illegally and delivering packages across the CBD. On paper, their profession seems relatively simple. The customer calls in a job, the call centre passes on details to dispatch, they in turn book a courier to arrange the pick up and deliver in a timely manner – easy right? 

So how does the team at Swift and Shift Couriers always manage to stuff it up!

Depot manager Keith (Ian Turpie) has worked at Swift and Shift for over 20 years. Despite his wealth of experience, Keith reports to the younger “text book” regional manager Amanda (Amanda Keller). Amanda is determined to prove that she can whip Keith’s underachieving team into shape and gives him six months to turn the business around. 

Keith knows that transforming is going to be harder than it seems, especially when you have misfits that include call centre newbie Leanne (Kirsty-Lee Allen) “popular” sales rep Melissa (Melissa Tkautz), couriers “Mario” (Paul Fenech) his cousin “Luigi” (Sam Greco), the twins, and Agro (Angry Anderson). Not to mention the lazy loading docks boys headed up by Kiwi Kev (Kev Taumata.)
Will Keith manage to turn the Hashfield depot into a well oiled machine? Or will Amanda finally get what she wants and shut the place down?

Only one thing is for certain, the new series, Swift and Shift Couriers will deliver big laughs, more stunts and a ton of celebrity cameos. 
In episode one: It’s Leanne Murdoch’s first day at the Swift and Shift Courier Company. Keith is given six months to improve his hapless staff; and his couriers lose the NRL grand final trophy. 

HOT DOCS:




THE CHOICE 2008
Tuesday, 28 October at 10.05pm

It has been called one of the most historic presidential elections in the history of the United States – Barack Obama versus John McCain.  It is a race that pits the iconoclast against the newcomer, the heroic prisoner of war against the first African American nominated by a major party. On Tuesday October 28 at 10.05pm, SBS will screen The Choice 2008 in the Hot Docs timeslot.  
The critically acclaimed Frontline program examines the rich personal and political biographies of the two candidates. The Choice 2008 draws on in-depth interviews with the advisers, family and friends closest to Obama and McCain, as well as with seasoned observers of American politics.

In the northern summer of 2007, only months after McCain had officially launched his campaign, he was declared a “dead man walking” by the US media and party leaders.  But his perseverance paid off.

At the same time, the Obama candidacy was still seen as a curiosity by Washington pundits.  He was a newcomer to national politics and facing the formidable political team of Hillary and Bill Clinton, but Obama and his advisers sensed an opening.  An important key to Obama’s strategy was to avoid being pigeonholed as an “African American politician”.
With the race narrowed to two men – one whose life was focused by his military service and his years as a POW in Hanoi, the other a black child raised by his white mother who found identity in grassroots politics in the African American community of Chicago – the US is truly at a crossroads: historic lows in the public’s confidence in the country’s future; a battered incumbent overseeing an unpopular war in Iraq; and a faltering economy.

This is a moment where people are both terrified and also hopeful,” says Frontline’s producer Michael Kirk (Bush’s War). “They have a choice between two extraordinary candidacies, two men who are trying to embody change in a time where many Americans seem to believe partisan dysfunction has curtailed the ability of our political parties to lead.”
As the program goes to air in the US on October 14, preview material will be unavailable.

NEWS & CURRENT AFFAIRS:


DATELINE IN THE U.S.
Wednesday, 29 October at 8.30pm
As the enthralling US Presidential election looms, SBS Television’s Dateline program will present two episodes from America.

The first, to screen on Wednesday October 29 at 8.30pm, will come out of Washington D.C. and will feature a unique gathering of ‘Washington insiders’. 

Dateline’s George Negus will host a dinner with these insiders to discuss the state of play a week before Election Day. Guests will include Martin Walker, editor-in-chief of United Press International and Eleanor Clift, Newsweek writer who specializes on the Washington power structure. Their insights into the last week of the campaign will be fascinating.

Also on the program, video journalist Amos Roberts reports on the latest voter trends and moods, while Ginny Stein takes a look at black Americans and what they think about Barack Obama as president.

NOTE: The following Wednesday will be Election Day in America and Dateline’s second program from the US (Nov 5 at 8.30pm) will keep viewers in touch with the Obama and McCain camps, and cross the country to wherever news is breaking.

DOCUMENTARY:
 
MISTER PRESIDENT

Friday, 31 October at 7.30pm
On Friday October 31 at 7.30pm, SBS will screen Mister President, a documentary that examines the films and television series that have made “stars” of the men and women who work in the Oval office, and the effect that Hollywood has had on society’s perception of the US President.

On November 4 when the US president is elected, the result will have effects beyond America’s frontiers and will undoubtedly influence future world events. What problems will this new President face? How will he react? And what will he look like? 

As society attempts to understand what it means to be President of the United States, one of the places it turns to for examples is fiction. Hollywood has recreated the lives of numerous “real” presidents and produced dozens of imaginary ones (over 60 films in the last 15 years). 

These films often depict the president as a knight in shining armour, who can single-handedly stop a hijacked plane and save the world from a nuclear disaster.  More recently, Mr (or Madam) President has become an international star of the small screen, due to popular television series like The West Wing and 24. Does society draw parallels to the fictitious leaders they see on the screen and the real Commander in Chief?

The current race for the White House has seen both US candidates, Barrack Obama and John McCain draw rock star crowds, host what resembles a music festival, enjoy A-list celebrity endorsements, and in vice-presidential candidate Sarah Palin’s case, been the inspiration for an “action figure”. These activities have been covered across the world by news outlets and at times, have seemed more unbelievable then a Hollywood blockbuster

Mister President combines clips from films and TV series, archives, interviews with historians, journalists, actors, directors, screenwriters, speechwriters and political analysts and footage from key Presidential locations. 

CLASSIC ALBUMS:


THE DOORS
Saturday, 1 November at 10.00pm
On Saturday November 1 at 10.00pm, SBS will screen Classic Albums: The Doors, a documentary which tells the story behind legendary band The Doors, and their debut self-titled album. Featuring in-depth interviews with three surviving band members, the film recounts how the band formed, what inspired their music and how they developed their unique sound.

Ray Manzarek (organ/piano/bass player) first met Jim Morrison in the film department of UCLA in 1960, though it wasn’t until 1964 when Morrison shared several of his songs with Manzarek, who upon hearing them said “I love it! That’s it man, we’re getting a rock and roll band together, we’re going all the way with this one”. Manzarek then recruited John Densmore on drums and Robby Krieger on guitars and rehearsed every day for 18 months.


Soon they signed a basic contract with Columbia Records, but when none of the Columbia producers committed to making an album, the band broke their contract and began to gig on the Sunset Strip. When they were given the chance to play at popular venue Whisky A Go Go, it wasn’t long afterwards that The Doors caught the attention of Jac Holzman, founder of Elektra Records. Holzman signed the band and they recorded their debut album, The Doors.

Classic Albums: The Doors reveals the inspiration behind key tracks on the album, detailing how the band combined their unique beats, rifts and lyrics to create songs such as Break on Through to the Other Side, The End and chart topping hit Light My Fire. As Densmore says “there’s magic on the record, it’s hard to define. Magic comes through, you don’t own it.. The muse was hanging around, and I’m grateful.”
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