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Program 
Highlights

Week of 2 November, 2008
LANDMARK 7-PART SERIES:   

FIRST AUSTRALIANS - The Untold Story of Australia 

Ep 7: We Are No Longer Shadows   Sunday, 2 Nov at 8.35pm
*Series Final*
ENTERTAINMENT:
 
Tuesday, 4 November at 8.30pm

MR FIRTH GOES TO WASHINGTON 

NEWS & CURRENT AFFAIRS:

WORLD NEWS AUSTRALIA SPECIAL: 
AMERICA DECIDES: The Presidential Election 2008
Wednesday, 5 November at 3.30pm (AEDT) – LIVE in all centres 

DATELINE: ON ELECTION DAY 
*Season Final*
Wednesday, 5 November at 8.30pm 

FOOD SERIES:

Wed, 5 November 8.00pm
COOKING IN THE DANGER ZONE
DOCUMENTARY:

Friday, 7 November 7.30pm
MY BIGGEST FAN
CLASSIC ALBUMS: 
Saturday, 8 November 10.00pm
JOHN LENNON - The Plastic Ono Band

LANDMARK 7-PART SERIES   *FINAL*
FIRST AUSTRALIANS - The Untold Story of Australia 

Ep 7: We Are No Longer Shadows  
Sunday, 2 November at 8.35pm  
Queensland & The Torres Strait Islands (1967 – 1993)

Directed by Rachel Perkins 
In the final episode of this landmark series, losing control of the land has the most devastating impact on the first Australians. The struggle for land rights continues to this day and one of its heroes is Eddie Koiki Mabo.
The first Australians lost control of the land when the British Empire arrived. In every corner of the nation, this devastated every aspect of their spiritual and physical lives. 

The painful ramifications of this loss of land underpin the struggle for justice and equality that continues today. This struggle was seen, on a big scale, in the civil rights movement of the 1960s and the symbolic establishment of the tent embassy in Canberra in the 1970s. 

No individual has had a more positive impact in the fight for land rights than Eddie Koiki Mabo, from the Torres Strait Island of Mer (Murray Island). He became involved in politics early in his life through the Aboriginal Advancement League, and at one stage is accused of being a communist. But it is while working as a gardener at the James Cook University that Mabo is prompted to take action that eventually changes the course of history. 

At lunch with two friends on the academic staff, Mabo talks about the love he has for his land on Murray Island, land that has been handed down from generation to generation. With some trepidation they tell him that, under Australian law, the land is not owned by his people but by the Crown.

Driven by his astonishment at this revelation, and his anger at the injustice it represents, he devotes the rest of his life to proving it wrong. There are many setbacks along the way: soon after the statement of claim is lodged on behalf of Mabo and other Murray Island residents, the Queensland Government introduces legislation that undermines the case and, after that hurdle is overcome, the Queensland Supreme Court questions the legality of Mabo’s adoption as an infant and therefore his rights as a claimant.

But in 1992, the highest court in the land decides in Mabo’s favour, overturning the notion of terra nullius, that is, the notion that the land belonged to no-one at the time of white settlement. The decision comes six months after Mabo’s death from cancer and a decade after the case began. It has been a battle of wills on the scale of David and Goliath. 

Politicians, pastoralists and the mining industry proclaim the end of civilisation but this does not come to pass.
ENTERTAINMENT:


MR FIRTH GOES TO WASHINGTON 
Tuesday, 4 November at 8.30pm
On November 4, the US election campaign will finally reach its climatic end. Of similar global importance and coincidentally on the same day, SBS will screen the documentary Mr Firth Goes to Washington. 

In this satirical documentary Charles Firth (The Chaser, CNNNN) goes to Washington in the hope of scoring an exclusive meeting with President George Bush. Along the way he explores the relationship between politics and Hollywood in America, talks to experts about the hard issues, provides a comprehensive lack-of-analysis of the Obama and McCain campaigns, and hits the streets to find out what the average American has to say.

Part documentary, part mockumentary, part docudrama, Firth claims he has developed a new genre of television. "It's a comedy documentary," he says, "or cockumentary." 
From the moment Bush took office, he was already busy demonstrating that in American politics showmanship matters far more than reality. Having failed to win the vote in 2000, he declared himself the winner and was duly ordained as such by the Supreme Court.  

Under Bush, Hollywood and politics merged with each other. In May 2003 aboard an aircraft carrier he announced that the “major combat operations had ended in Iraq” - above him hung a large banner reading “Mission Accomplished”. The fact this was not true was irrelevant – the image was one of victory. The fact that it was staged just 30 miles off the coast of California, only served to highlight the Hollywoodisation of his presidency. 

Both candidates in the current election seem to have learnt from Bush. Obama’s soaring message of hope for a nation in decline is testament to a new-found realisation by the Democrats that words needn’t match reality. Likewise, McCain’s ability to paint himself as a maverick despite a voting record that is 96% in agreement with Bush, lends his candidacy an air of pure Hollywood. 

This documentary takes the elements of Hollywood screenplays and applies them to how Bush managed to carry off one of the most fictional Presidencies in American history, and shows why both candidates in this election are using the same tools of pure fiction and spectacle.

WORLD NEWS AUSTRALIA SPECIAL: 

AMERICA DECIDES: The Presidential Election 2008
Wednesday, 5 November at 3.30pm-6.30pm (AEDT)
(LIVE in all centres)
On the day of the U.S. election, World News Australia's Anton Enus will present SBS’s comprehensive three hour coverage.

SBS will use live CNN feeds and reports from SBS's Walkley award-winning senior correspondent Brian Thomson and others on the ground. Special guest analyst in the studio with Anton Enus will be former ALP senator Stephen Loosely. 
SBS will also provide live online coverage at www.sbs.com.au/news.  Here online-viewers can access up-to-the-minute results, watch the states fall one by one, view the latest video and see all other highlights of the day. 
They can also join in the blog, track the candidates and even predict how they think the states will fall.
National live tx times
Western Australia: 

1.30pm - 4.30pm
Northern Territory: 

2.00pm – 5.00pm

Queensland: 


2.30pm – 5.30pm

South Australia:

3.00pm – 6.00pm

NSW, ACT, VIC, TAS: 
3.30pm – 6.30pm 

NEWS AND CURRENT AFFAIRS:

DATELINE: ON ELECTION DAY 

Wednesday, 5 November at 8.30pm 

Dateline, SBS’s award-winning international current affairs program, will air its last show for 2008 from the US, on the day that America decides its new president.

The show will come direct from Washington DC where host George Negus will keep his viewers in touch with the Obama and McCain camps, and cross the country to wherever news is breaking.

In the studio with Negus will be key Washington insiders who’ll offer their analysis on the results and how the new US administration is likely to handle world affairs, the economy and its relationship with Australia.
For an Australian take on the US Presidential election, don’t miss Dateline’s last show for 2008.

FOOD SERIES:


COOKING IN THE DANGER ZONE

Wednesday, 5 November 8.00pm
On Wednesday November 5 at 8pm, SBS will screen the second series of Cooking in the Danger Zone. Once again we follow Stefan Gates as he explores unusual food stories in some of the world’s more dangerous places. It is through food that Gates is able to understand the culture of the locals and the challenges they face. In this series, Gates will eat obscure foods such as rat in India, baby seal in the Arctic and radioactive soup in Chernobyl.

Episode 1 – Chernobyl: Wednesday November 5 at 8pm

In 1986, the world's worst nuclear accident took place at Chernobyl Power Plant in northern Ukraine when an explosion blew the top off reactor number four and a fire sent plumes of radioactive material into the air, contaminating much of Europe. 

Today a vast exclusion zone encircles Chernobyl and much of the land is still radioactive. Despite this, several thousand people still work here decommissioning the plant, so the Chernobyl canteen cook has to import food from the farthest reaches of Ukraine. 

Many older Ukrainians still reside (illegally) inside the ‘Zone of Alienation’ harvesting food and livestock and ignoring the risks of radiation. It is there that Stefan meets Anna, a wonderful, garrulous 83-year-old babushka, who returned to her home after the disaster, and has lived there with her husband for 20 years. Anna insists that Stefan try her stew (made from home grown ingredients) and against his better judgement and the instructions of his producer, Stefan’s resolve crumbles and he tastes the meal (along with a glass of home made plum moonshine). 

The nearest functioning town to the Zone of Alienation is Slavutych, built to re-house workers who continued to work at the nuclear plant after the accident.

The local market in Slavutych has a radiation testing lab and stallholders are encouraged to regularly test the radiation levels of their produce. Despite this, the residents are remarkably sanguine about radiation. Lena Vasilenko, an English teacher, explains that radiation effectively provides Slavutych with employment and a higher standard of living than the rest of Ukraine.  

However, after consuming food in the region, Stefan undergoes a radiation test to measure the activity in his body. Worryingly the results note a higher level of radiation in his stomach (likely to diminish over a short period). Although not permanently damaging to his health, the evaluation leaves Stefan wondering why the people of Slavutych gamble so freely with their health. As one local puts it “Why are we so tolerant? Radiation feeds us”

DOCUMENTARY:
MY BIGGEST FAN
Friday 7 November at 7.30pm

Some people wait their whole lives for their 15 minutes of fame. Others, such as Tara Morice who played Fran in the worldwide smash hit film Strictly Ballroom, experience far more than just their 15 minutes. Directed by Baz Luhrmann, Strictly Ballroom propelled Tara into the spotlight, earning her a nomination for Best Actress at the 1993 BAFTA Awards. Despite the overwhelming success, Tara acknowledges a lot has changed during the years since Strictly Ballroom… “It was pretty depressing to find myself in a ‘where are they now?’ column at 30”.  

But someone who has not forgotten Strictly Ballroom or Tara Morice, is 75 year old Mildred Levine, Tara’s biggest fan. Now retired, Mildred lives in a gated community in sunny Florida with her husband Elliott. It is from this great distance that Mildred sent her first letter to Tara. Neither woman was to know this marked the beginning of an unexpected and lasting relationship between them. As the pair grew to realise they each adored singing, dancing and performing, the relationship shifted from fan to friend – and letters and videos sent between them became more frequent.

Screening on Friday November 7 at 7.30pm, My Biggest Fan follows Tara as she embarks on a journey to meet Mildred who is busy preparing for Follies, the annual Wynmoore Retirement Home variety show in Coconut Creek, Florida. With an average age of 85, performers are kept in line by Mildred, who not only directs the show but also performs an impressive lip synching routine.

Through interviews with the colourful residents of Wynmoore, Mildred, her family and Tara, My Biggest Fan proves it’s never too late to enjoy your 15 minutes of fame, and that sometimes fame means more than how many autographs you sign in a week. 

My Biggest Fan is the first documentary written and directed by Tara Morice, and will screen at this year’s Fort Lauderdale International Film Festival in October.

CLASSIC ALBUMS: 

JOHN LENNON - The Plastic Ono Band

Saturday, 8 November at 10.00pm

John Lennon's first solo album Plastic Ono Band was recorded during a period described by many who knew him then, as a time when John was "finding himself." He had just left The Beatles, and was searching to find his own identity — both personally and musically — removed from the madness that often surrounded the biggest band in the world at the time. 

On Saturday November 8 at 10.00pm, SBS will screen Classic Albums: John Lennon, a documentary which reveals more about John’s search for individuality, his love for Yoko Ono and his new approach to song writing. Featuring in-depth interviews with Klaus Voormann (bass player), Ringo Starr (drummer), Yoko Ono, Mark Kewisohn (Beatles historian/author) and Jann Wenner (co-founder of Rolling Stone), the documentary examines the music and lyrics of songs such as God, Mother, Working Class Hero and Isolation.

One of the most undeniably profound influences on John was his relationship with Yoko Ono, who reflects on their relationship in the documentary saying, “I actually didn’t want to fall in love with him because there were so many other concerns, and I’m sure that John had the same sort of hesitation. We had baggage. It was not just like falling in love with someone you met in a corner street…there were so many different aspects of the situation. But we stimulated each other and opened the kind of world we didn’t know for each other, and it was very fruitful”. 

Plastic Ono Band is a very personal album containing songs about more than John’s relationship with Yoko. It also has personal songs about his difficult relationship with his parents, and his inner struggle to find himself. Many of the tracks on the album were written while John was going through an intensive period of therapy with Dr Arthur Janov (co-founder of The Primal Institute), who says “little by little all of the veils were being pulled away. All of the ideology, all of the people he thought were just incredible… and he realised when all is said and done, you only have yourself”.

The documentary also includes archival footage and detailed analysis of original multi-track masters.
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[image: image3.jpg]Our story: When we began in 1975, there were only a handful of languages broadcast on Australian media. Now there are more than 68
languages broadcast by SBS, which makes us the world’s most multicultural broadcaster.





