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Program 
Highlights

Week of 14 December, 2008
Week 51
ENTERTAINMENT SERIES: 
Monday, 15 December 7.30pm

TOP GEAR 
DOCUMENTARY SERIES:
Tuesday ,16 December 8.30pm
RETURN OF THE BIBLE PLAGUES

Hailstorms
FOOD SERIES: 

Wednesday, 17 December at 7.30pm 
GERMAN FOOD SAFARI
DOCUMENTARY SERIES: 
Friday, 19 December 10.00pm
MY BOYFRIEND THE SEX TOURIST
 
ENTERTAINMENT SERIES: 

TOP GEAR  
Monday, 15 December 7.30pm 

Doing what they do best UK Top Gear hosts Jeremy Clarkson, Richard Hammond, James May and The Stig have all settled back into SBS nicely for brand new episodes of Series 11. 
On Monday, 15 December at 7.30pm, Jeremy takes the new Alfa Romeo 8C through its paces on the Top Gear test track. “Can a car ever be art?” asks Jeremy. “Most experts on the subject say no, but then most experts haven’t clapped eyes on Alfa Romeo’s latest creation. It’s called the 8C and I think it’s quite simply the best looking car ever made.”
Not happy with the Alfa Romeo 8C’s top speed of 182mph, Jeremy says, “I think they could have made it faster than that but then it would have been faster than a Ferrari and in Italy that’s, that’s a bit of a social no, no. That would be like vomiting on the Pope.”

It’s then off to Japan for Jeremy to test drive the new Nissan GT-R, but there is really only one way to test the new Nissan GT-R and that is with a Top Gear race. Jeremy is behind the wheel of the new Nissan GT-R and will race his partners in crime, Richard and James across Japan. His opponents will be on the most efficient public transport network in the world, relying heavily on the state-of-the-art 200mph Bullet Train. 

And finally, British newsreaders Kate Silverton and Fiona Bruce are the Stars in the Reasonably Priced Car. 

DOCUMENTARY SERIES:



RETURN OF THE BIBLE PLAGUES

Hailstorms
Tuesday ,16 December at 8.30pm
According to the Bible, to punish the Egyptian Pharaoh for enslaving the Israelites and refusing to let them leave, God sent down ten plagues on Egypt.
“For the Seventh plague, God sent several storms.  Thunder and lightening and hail flashed down on the land of Egypt. It was the worst storm in the land of Egypt since it had become a nation.” 

SBS will screen Return of the Bible Plagues: Hailstorms on Tuesday, 16 December at 8.30pm. Reports of hail disasters have become more common. Insurance claims for hail damage have doubled every two years. The storms have devastating results for farms and destroy crops. Some attribute the increase in these events to global warming.  Austrian scientists can measure the speed, force, and weight of hail and snow storms in the hope of predicting extreme weather. 

What part can man play in these weather patterns? Scientists may soon be able to prevent the worst of the storms and are researching ways to reduce extreme weather by using tactics that include flying a plane directly through a hail storm. 

FOOD SERIES: 



GERMAN FOOD SARARI 

Wednesday, 17 December at 7.30pm
Food Safari - the show where the food is the star of the show - is back for a third series on SBS. On Wednesday, 17 December at 7.30pm, host Maeve O’Meara will present German Food Safari.

Chef Detlef Haupt reveals the essential ingredients in traditional German cooking and later prepares one of his favourite dishes, sauerbraten served with potato dumplings and tasty cabbage. 
Butcher Stefan Birmilli guides us through German sausages; Michael Vieh cooks a hearty lentil soup traditionally eaten in Autumn in the wine regions of Germany; Maeve explores the loaves and pretzels that Germans love and restaurateur and chef, Max Dietz shows Maeve how to make succulent pork knuckle. 
We also learn the art of making home-made sauerkraut, German dumplings and get insider knowledge on German beer. And finally Martin Boetz, head chef at Longrain, makes an indulgent black forest cherry cake. 

To support the food and lifestyle programming on Wednesday nights, SBS has launched a new global cuisine website: www.sbs.com.au/food 

DOCUMENTARY SERIES:

MY BOYFRIEND THE SEX TOURIST

Two part Documentary Series

Final screens on Friday, 19 December at 10.00pm
Screening on SBS at 10.00pm on Friday, 19 December is part two of the documentary series My Boyfriend the Sex Tourist. This episode explores the red light district of Bangkok, and the women who work in its clubs and bars. For many of these women, the job is also an opportunity for them to find a foreign husband - something which could transform their lives.

In Thailand’s poorest province, Isaan, locals have long relied on the rice trade to survive. But now, some women are now turning to a more lucrative trade - foreign men. Assisting them in finding a potential husband is the town letter writer Pompelai, who uses her English language skills to send emails and create profiles on dating websites. Pompelai is not surprised at her popularity in the province and says “Any girl who gets a foreign husband comes home and builds a big house, and other women want to copy them”.

Some of the women who do not find a husband online will leave their families to work as bar girls in the busy clubs of Bangkok. Here they must work as a team by pulling clients into the bar. The women are paid a small monthly fee, and earn commission on every drink a man buys her in a night. If a customer chooses to take a woman home, he must pay the bar owner a fee. Any deals made between the man and a woman after this, are done so privately. 

One bar owner says the odds a woman working in her bar will marry a foreigner are high, and that the process usually take six months to a year. She claims the reason for its success is that unlike the internet, bar work means “that at least you meet the customer face to face”.

My Boyfriend the Sex Tourist follows two women, one looking for a husband online and another who met her boyfriend while working in a bar.
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