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Program 
Highlights

Week of 9 November, 2008
DOCUMENTARY SERIES:
Sunday, 9 November 7.30pm

WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE? Graham Norton

DOCUMENTARY:
 
Sunday, 9 November at 8.35pm

THE PRESIDENT’S GUIDE TO SCIENCE
DOCUMENTARY:

Tuesday, 11 November 8.30pm
THE NOT FORGOTTEN
DOCUMENTARY:

Wednesday, 12 Nov 7.30pm
BREATH: THE PATHOGENS WE BREATHE
SPECIAL: 
Thursday, 13 November 10.05pm
IF AWARDS
ENTERTAINMENT:
Saturday, 15 November 10.00pm
DAVE CHAPPELLE’S BLOCK PARTY 

DOCUMENTARY SERIES:


WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE? Graham Norton
Sunday, 9 November 7.30pm
Well known for his flamboyant personality, comedian Graham Norton hosts a successful celebrity talk show in the UK. Originally from the South of Ireland, Graham admits that he always felt a little out of place, but still had a connection to the country that he was hoping to reignite upon his return. His episode of Who Do You Think You Are? screens on SBS on Sunday, 9 November at 7.30pm.
Born to a staunch Protestant family, and growing up in a strong Catholic region, Graham starts his journey by tracking down his great Grandmother, Mary’s birth certificate. Strangely there seems to be some discrepancies with Mary’s last name. She was recorded as a Logan on her marriage certificate, but whenever possible, preferred to use the name Dooey. Why was this? As Graham digs deeper into his family’s past, he uncovers a story of scandal and illegitimacy, but also courage and determination.

Graham now turns his attention to his father, Billy Walker’s line (Graham’s real name is Graham Walker). Billy’s job took his family all over Ireland. As a result Graham never came to think of any one place as ‘home’. However his dad grew up in the small Irish village of Carnew, and Graham soon discovers that generations of Walkers lived there before him.

He learns how his ancestors survived the potato famine, and fought and died for the Crown during the Irish rebellion. Finally he uncovers documents that lead him back across the Irish Sea, to unlock the Walkers' origins in Britain.

DOCUMENTARY:
 

THE PRESIDENT’S GUIDE TO SCIENCE

Sunday, 9 November at 8.35pm
Screening on SBS on Sunday, 9 November at 8.35pm, The President’s Guide to Science asks some of the biggest names in science to have a quiet word with the new President, be it Obama or McCain. 
The United States President is quite simply the most powerful man on earth, but past Presidents have often known little about science. That is a big problem when the decisions they make will affect every one of us, from nuclear proliferation to climate change. 
To help the new President get to grips with this intimidating responsibility, some of the world's leading scientists, from Dawkins to Watson, share some crucial words of advice.
Hosted by award-winning actor Helen McRory with theoretical physicist, professor and bestselling author, Dr Michio Kaku.
DOCUMENTARY:


THE NOT FORGOTTEN

Tuesday, 11 November 8.30pm
On November 11, Remembrance Day, Australia will commemorate the men and women who fought and died for Australia in all wars and armed conflict. To mark this important day in the Australian calendar, SBS will screen the poignant documentary, Not Forgotten, at 8.30pm. 
From a population of just over four million, 324,000 Australian men served overseas in WW1. Some 61,700 never came home.  Australia suffered the highest casualty rate in the British Empire forces - every one of them was a volunteer.

There are so many First World War memorials in Australia that it is easy to stop seeing them. They have become so much a part of the landscape that you can walk past them without registering what they are, or stopping to think why they were originally erected. It is only when you start looking for them that you realise the scale of this act of commemoration. Thousands of memorials to the dead represent a massive and unprecedented outpouring of national grief.  

These memorials and monuments stand as landmarks to a defining period in Australian history – but one which is slipping away from popular memory and into ancient history. 

Presenter Mark Lee (best known to audiences as the young lead in the 1981 feature film Gallipoli) takes the memorials as his starting point, researching individual stories to turn names and statistics into people with faces and personal histories. Tracking down their descendants, he unveils a series of moving portraits, exploring the scale of the loss, the experience of grief, and the different motivations that took so many Australians to war on the other side of the world.

As WW1 fades into history, this documentary turns the names frozen in time back into remembered lives, however briefly, helping us unlock the experience and the legacy of the Great War on a personal, family, community and national level, and ensuring that 90 years later, these names are not forgotten. 

DOCUMENTARY:



BREATH: THE PATHOGENS WE BREATHE

Wednesday, 12 November at 7.30pm
Screening on SBS on Wednesday, 12 November at 7.30pm, Breath: The Pathogens We Breathe, is a frightening look at the skin flakes, spores and mould that permeate our air and our environment.
According to the documentary, there is one person who can tell us whether something is swirling about in the air right here and now. That person is Rolf Nybom, a researcher in Sweden. His worldwide patented ioniser is custom-built into a nondescript black bag. It has only one purpose and that is to capture the infection when it happens. If it happens.
Together with virologist Lennart Svensson, and a film crew with a somewhat morbid aversion to germs, the pair will help us discover a whole new world, which exists in front of our very noses, only magnified a hundred thousand times. 
Conventional terms like contact infection and waterborne infection are literally turned on their heads. And the bag which remains the nerve centre of this virus hunt task force, reveals time and again the things we breathe in, in places we least expect…
SPECIAL: 


2008 INSIDE FILM AWARDS

Thursday, 13 November 10.05pm

Now in its tenth year, the Inside Film Awards continues to celebrate the success of Australian filmmakers across categories including Best Film, Best Actor, Best Director and Best Documentary. Regarded as the people’s choice awards, the evening will be broadcast live on SBS on Thursday November 13 at 10.05pm. 

A decade in the making, the tenth Inside Film Awards promises to be the most special yet. Hosted once more by the fabulous Julia Zemiro, the broadcast also includes footage direct from the red carpet, hosted separately by Yumi Stynes. 

Also bound to add a touch of shine is the Creative Director for this year’s awards, Canadian born Bruce Ramus. Responsible for the staging and lighting for several U2 world tours, Ramus has also worked with Queen, David Bowie, James Brown and REM. Says Ramus, “I’m excited by the freedom and creative spirit celebrated by the IF Awards. I’ve always viewed good films as illuminative, and I look forward to approaching this event from that perspective”.
Leading the way with ten nominations, including Best Feature Film is The Black Balloon. Joining it in the race for Best Feature Film are independent films Men’s Group and Son of a Lion. 

The Black Balloon also received nominations for Best Director (Elissa Down), Best Actress (Gemma Ward), Best Actor (Rhys Wakefield), Best Cinematography, Best Script, Best Production Design, Best Editing, Best Sound and Best Music. 

Men’s Group picked up a total of four nominations, while Son of a Lion received three. Other films to receive multiple nominations include Unfinished Sky (a total of eight nominations) and Black Water, which received three. 

Matt Campbell, Director of Content, SBS Television and Online will present the SBS Inside Film Award for Best Documentary. Nominees for this category are The Oasis, Playing in the Shadows and The Burning Season.

Winners are decided by the audiences who have watched Australian films throughout the year, whether in a cinema, at a film festival or a local screening. There are also a number of awards determined by panels of industry professionals.

ENTERTAINMENT:

DAVE CHAPPELLE’S BLOCK PARTY 

Saturday, 15 November 10.00pm
Not since Woodstock has there been a concert with so much love. In the summer of 2004, as an excited crowd of strangers board a bus to Brooklyn in New York, a concert organiser informs them “Big booty people you gotta share with small booty people!” 

Meanwhile, at an undisclosed venue not far away, comedian Dave Chappelle is greeting musicians such as Jill Scott, The Fugees, The Roots, Erykah Badu, Kanye West, Cody Chestnut and a Marching Band from Central State University, who have all come to perform at his block party. 

Directed by Michael Gondry (Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind, Science of Sleep), Dave Chappelle’s Block Party will screen on SBS at 10pm on Saturday November 15. Part documentary, part concert, part who knows what - the film begins in Chappelle’s hometown in rural Ohio, where he invites locals from his corner store, barber shop and police squad (among others) to join him and the residents of Brooklyn, at his block party on Saturday.

To spread the word in Brooklyn, Dave takes to the streets, meeting children at a nearby kindergarten, the waiters at a local restaurant and random passers by. 

As the diverse crowd comes together, Chappelle's freestyle humour, charm and easygoing spirit guides them (and us) through an unforgettable, day-long, life-affirming celebration of music and comedy, history and community.
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