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Program 
Highlights

Week of 14 September, 2008
INSIGHT: 


Tuesday 16 September at 7.30pm 

FINDING COURAGE 

CUTTING EDGE:

Tuesday, 16 September 8.30pm
WARLORDS NEXT DOOR
HOT DOCS:


Tuesday, 16 September 10.05pm

FLIPPING OUT
AS IT HAPPENED:

Friday, 19 September 8.30pm

TITO’S GHOSTS
ENTERTAINMENT:

Saturday, 20 September 10.00pm
GREAT AUSTRALIAN ALBUMS: Hunters & Collectors – Human Frailty 
INSIGHT: 
FINDING COURAGE 

Tuesday 16 September at 7.30pm 

Coming up on Insight: why are some people braver than others?

 

At some point, most of us have wondered how we would react in a situation that required courage. Some people find out – and their reactions can range from being truly brave, to being foolhardy or paralysed with fear.

 

Insight host Jenny Brockie talks to the courageous and the not so brave about why they reacted the way they did in some extreme situations. Insight's eclectic guest list includes a former SAS soldier, a plane crash survivor, an outspoken Liberal Party backbencher and two teenagers who recently risked their lives to save a drowning woman who'd attempted suicide.

 

So what exactly is courage? Can it be learnt? Are some people just reckless or perhaps addicted to risk? And what about the downside of being courageous?

 

Insight also investigates the 'bystander effect', talking to one woman who watched a violent scene unfold on a city street involving a gunman. The woman froze while others tried to help the victim. One of the helpers was shot and killed, another injured. So what went through the bystander's mind as she wrestled with what to do? And how does she feel now, knowing her inaction may have saved her life?

 

Don't miss the pros and cons of being brave, coming up on Insight.
CUTTING EDGE:

WARLORDS NEXT DOOR
Tuesday, 16 September 8.30pm
Tonight’s Cutting Edge comes from Channel 4’s Dispatches program and reveals how key politicians at the heart of the vicious fighting in Somalia have incredibly close links to Britain. They have British or EU passports, their families live in Britain and they commute between Somalia and homes in English cities. British taxpayers are financing them in the name of democracy – yet in Somalia they are linked to allegations of mass murder, torture, extortion and corruption.

Warlords Next Door? will screen on SBS on Tuesday September 16 at 8.30pm.

Reporter Aidan Hartley sets off on the trail of four senior figures in Somalia’s Western-backed government – an investigation which takes him from Leicester and Birmingham to Mogadishu.

Among the British-Somali community there is anger and frustration that taxpayers are subsidising politicians who they claim are ruling by the gun and profit from conflict. In Leicester, one British-Somali tells how he was recently told to pay ransoms for the release of several relatives imprisoned by a senior official in the Somali government who has a house in the same Leicester neighbourhood.

The leaders of the Somali government, installed almost two years ago, were expected to restore peace after years of civil war as well as destroy Al Qaeda and its allies. The capital, Mogadishu, is riven by extreme violence with vicious fighting between insurgents and the government forces a daily occurrence.  

Hartley investigates allegations that the government’s National Security Agency is operating with extreme methods.  He hears first-hand claims of false imprisonment, torture and extortion from prisoners who were only freed when their ransoms were paid.

On the outskirts of Mogadishu, hundreds of thousands of terrified civilians have set up camp where they live in huts of plastic and sticks.  They all rely on humanitarian aid but many are starving and ill.  Aid workers rarely visit and medical aid is not being made available to these people.

On his return to the UK, Hartley interviews Minister for Africa Lord Mark Malloch-Brown about British support for this Somali government that is presiding over the worst phase of conflict in 17 years of vicious civil war in Somalia.

HOT DOCS:



FLIPPING OUT
Tuesday, 16 September 10.05pm
Military service is compulsory in Israel for all Jewish men and women.  After three years of service, they are granted a discharge bonus, which many of them use to fly to India.

Screening on SBS at 10.05pm on Tuesday, 16 September in the Hot Docs timeslot, is the documentary film Flipping Out, which recently screened at this year’s Melbourne International Film Festival. 

Filmed over two years, Flipping Out follows a group of Israeli travellers, most of them under the age of 25. Drawing on his own experiences after completing compulsory military service, director Yoav Shamir attempts to uncover how this group of Israeli travellers feel about their service, what they hope to experience while they are in India and what their attitude towards using drugs is.

The film unfolds first around Himalayan townships and then the beaches of Goa in the south, where numerous guest houses cater exclusively to Israelis. In many, ex-soldiers, male and a few female, are shown to smoke bongs and joints incessantly. When prodded, some of them recount personal experiences in the army, including certain events they would rather forget.  

The documentary claims that 30 000 such young Israelis released from military service will travel to India every year. Of this group, the film says that many will take drugs, which will lead to some needing psychiatric care for what has become known, even in Hebrew, as ‘flipping out’. 

The documentary also follows the efforts of a small band of Israelis working in India to provide guidance for young people who are there on holiday.  The group includes a rescuer, specialising in bringing young Israelis home, Israeli social workers, barefoot rabbis, guidance counsellors and consular officials.

AS IT HAPPENED:


TITO’S GHOSTS
Friday, 19 September at 8.30pm
On Friday September 19 at 8.30pm SBS will screen Tito’s Ghosts, a documentary that reveals how support for Marshall Tito is alive and well in the former Yugoslavia, 25 years after the Communist dictator's death. 

Josip Broz Tito was the leader of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia from 1945 until his death in 1980. During World War II, Tito organised the anti-fascist resistance movement known as the Yugoslav Partisans. 

Later he was a founding member of Cominform, but resisted Soviet influence and became one of the founders and promoters of the Non-Aligned Movement. Tito promoted the creation of a Yugoslav nationality and identity as a Pan-Slavic replacement of the existing nationalities in Yugoslavia, and as a result, considered himself a Yugoslav rather than his ethnic identity by birth of being a mixed Croat-Slovene.

Every year Tito devotees celebrate his birthday in excess with sports and theatre performed in the huge army stadiums in Belgrade. The celebration of Tito’s life is commemorated as if his supporters hadn't noticed that the country he helped found had long since vanished in bloody civil wars. 

Today the protective fog of nostalgia surrounding his legacy has started to clear, and the hidden story of his long reign is told in this eye-opening documentary.

ENTERTAINMENT
SERIES 


GREAT AUSTRALIAN ALBUMS: 

Hunters & Collectors – Human Frailty
Saturday, 20 September at 10pm
On Saturday, 20 September at 10.00pm, SBS will screen part three of the unique music documentary series, Great Australian Albums. Hunters & Collectors formed in Melbourne in 1981, in the post-punk Melbourne scene surrounding the Crystal Ballroom.  The group was an immediate success and they soon migrated to London. However, the core of the band believed their future was in Australia, and decided to return.  A dedication to touring and a desire to explore the ethos of Australian suburbia gave the group a direction that would make them one of the most successful Australian bands of the 1980s.

The Hunters & Collectors breakthrough came in 1986 with the album Human Frailty. The album began with the writing of "Throw Your Arms Around Me", their most personal and romantic song. “Say Goodbye” soon followed, with its memorable chorus, “You don’t make me feel like I’m a woman anymore.” The rest of the album documents, in the most candid terms, the course of a doomed love affair that Mark Seymour was then going through. A parallel narrative is also running through the album - the story of a group adjusting to life on the road and an exploration of what it means to be Australian in the 1980s.

The film reveals the personal politics, romantic relationships, and internal issues affecting the band at the time – explaining how all of these factors directly contributed to the band’s unique sound, and the development of Human Frailty. 
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languages broadcast by SBS, which makes us the world’s most multicultural broadcaster.





