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Program 
Highlights

Week of 21 September, 2008
DOCUMENTARY SERIES:
Sunday, 21 September 7.30pm
WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE? John Hurt
NEWS & CURRENT AFFAIRS:
Tues, 23 Sept 7.30pm

INSIGHT: INSIGHT IN AMERICA
CUTTING EDGE:

Tuesday, 23 September 8.30pm
EMBEDDED WITH SHEIK HILALY
HOT DOCS:


Tuesday, 23 September 10.05pm

STRANGE CULTURE
DOCUMENTARY:

Friday, 26 September 7.30pm

STUART SUTCLIFFE: THE LOST BEATLE
ENTERTAINMENT:

Saturday, 27 September 10.00pm
GREAT AUSTRALIAN ALBUMS: Powderfinger – Odyssey Number Five
DOCUMENTARY SERIES

WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE? John Hurt
Sunday, 21 September 7.30pm
What mysteries are hidden in old family photographs? Can old documents reveal secrets, long forgotten by family members? What role does family history play in our daily lives? Can a person know who they really are? Who Do You Think You Are? is a documentary series chronicling the social, ethnic and cultural evolution of national identities through the personal family histories of prominent celebrities.

Considered one of Great Britain's most consistently brilliant actors, John Hurt embarks on a discovery that will change his life, and make him question his past. Who Do You Think You Are? John Hurt screens on SBS on Sunday, 21 September at 7.30pm.
Not all family legends are reliable, as John discovers on an emotional journey that uncovers subterfuge, secrets and long-forgotten family scandals.

Central to the journey is John’s love of Ireland, and his interest in particular with a “deeply beguiling” legend that suggests his great-grandmother was the illegitimate daughter of an Irish nobleman, the Marquess of Sligo.

Endeavouring to discover more, John goes in search of clues about his great-grandmother Emma Stafford at Westport House in Co Mayo. He’s accompanied on his initial travels by his brother Michael, a monk. 

At Westport, the pair meets the current marquess and establishes that, were Emma illegitimate, she might have been the daughter of the second marquess, the roguish Howe Peter Browne. However, John’s efforts to discover more are hampered by the secrecy that surrounds Emma. 
NEWS & CURRENT AFFAIRS:


INSIGHT: INSIGHT IN AMERICA
Tuesday, 23 September at 7.30pm 

US voters have their say on Obama and McCain 

As America goes to the polls to choose its new president, Insight travels to the US to give voters their say on Democrat Barack Obama and Republican John McCain. 

Jenny Brockie hosts this special episode of Insight in America from New York. A diverse group of opinion leaders and members of the American public will discuss the candidates and their policies, the impact of the economic downturn and whether the current support for Barack Obama will translate into votes.

Studio guests will include Leslie Sanchez (Republican strategist), Cornell Belcher (Obama pollster), Rita E. Hauser (Republicans for Obama), John Martin (a war veteran and Republican voting for Obama) and Chris Cox (a New York Republican financier), plus swinging voters from key battleground states representing those who will ultimately decide the result.

Don't miss Insight’s unique look at the American election. Next week: a second special episode of Insight in America, focusing on young people.

This is the second time Insight has recorded episodes outside Australia, having recorded an episode in Jakarta in 2005 in the lead-up to the Indonesian election.

 
CUTTING EDGE:

EMBEDDED WITH SHEIK HILALY
Tuesday, 23 September 8.30pm
On Tuesday September 23 at 8.30pm, SBS will screen Embedded with Sheik Hilaly, a Cutting Edge documentary that follows a young man who decides to move in with Australia’s most controversial Muslim figure, Sheik Taj El Hilaly, in order to learn more about the cleric, Islam and the Australian-Muslim community.

Dave Zwolenski is 26 years old and likes girls and drinking beer. Raised a Catholic, these days he prefers to stay away from religion altogether. Sheik Hilaly is 66, born in Egypt and a devote Muslim. He likes praying and drinking ‘man tea’ (his own special blend). Together, Dave and the Sheik form an odd couple, but for the next few weeks they are going to be inseparable.

Arriving at Sheik Hilaly’s house in the Sydney suburb of Lakemba, Dave is a little apprehensive about what the next few weeks may have in store. Sheik Taj El Hilaly is after all, the ex-Mufti of Australia who made national headlines for his comments regarding scantily dressed woman. But Dave is determined to uncover the man behind the controversy, and attempt to better understand Islam and the Australian-Muslim culture in the process.

As part of Dave’s experience, the Sheik insists that he observe all Muslim practices, which includes praying five times a day, attending mosque and no bacon! Dave also discovers a few surprises when it comes to the Sheiks rules concerning hygiene… 

To gain a better understanding of the Islamic community in Australia, Dave speaks to the Sheik’s good friend, boxer Anthony Mundine about his conversion, a newly-wed couple on relationships and a young woman about freedom of choice.    

In a bid to find out why some Australians are so afraid of Islam, Dave travels to Camden in south west Sydney where earlier this year, locals rejected a plan to build a Muslim school in the area. There, Dave meets with anti-Islamic activist Katie McCullough, a woman who caused a bit of a stir of her own when she voiced her strong opposition to Muslims living in her community.

Back in Lakemba, Dave and the Sheik’s unconventional relationship blossoms and it seems the pair is becoming unlikely friends. But all this could end when, over a cup of ‘man tea’, Dave decides to confront the Sheik about the comments that made him infamous to the Australian public.

Embedded with Sheik Hilaly uses comical observational moments, created by a clash of cultures, in order to examine some of the bigger issues that have, and continue to, divide the community.

The documentary is the first of a 3 part observational documentary series called Embedded, where young Australians from a variety of backgrounds are placed into very different cultures to learn and share in their experiences. The complete series will be broadcast over the summer period on SBS.
HOT DOCS:



STRANGE CULTURE
Tuesday, 23 September 10.05pm
“I’m a totally normal, American guy.”  Artist Steve Kurtz

Early on the morning of May 11, 2004, artist Steve Kurtz woke to discover that Hope, his wife of 27 years, had died in her sleep.  When police and paramedics arrived, they discovered petri dishes and sophisticated scientific equipment.  Although Kurtz explained that the paraphernalia was part of an exhibition on genetically modified food, the police were not convinced and called the joint terrorism taskforce.  The FBI was also contacted.  The street was blocked off and Kurtz’ home quarantined.  His wife’s body was confiscated twice – once by the police and once by the FBI – and both times her remains were autopsied.

On Tuesday September 23 at 10.05pm, SBS will screen Strange Culture in the Hot Docs timeslot.  This docu-drama traces the surreal nightmare of the internationally-acclaimed artist and professor, Steve Kurtz.

Within hours Kurtz was detained as a suspected “bioterrorist” as dozens of agents in Hazmat suites sifted through his work and impounded his computers, manuscripts, books and the family cat.

Kurtz and Hope had campaigned against genetically-modified food via their art through their involvement with the Critical Art Ensemble (CAE).  The Collective works outside the way art is traditionally seen, by creating works that question the relationship between the government, the military, science and industry. The bacteria found in the Kurtz home had been purchased online and was to be used in a work that would highlight the government’s ignorance of what happens when GMO food is ingested by humans.  

Was Kurtz’s freedom of expression being silenced by authorities over-reacting in a bureaucracy gone mad in a post-9/11 world?  Was this a corporate-backed attack on Kurtz?  Or was the FBI completely ignorant about what was happening in the art world?  In the end, Kurtz was charged with wire fraud and mail fraud.  Charges not remotely related to bio-terror.

Strange Culture was written, directed and edited by Lynn Hershman Leeson and stars Thomas Jay Ryan, Tilda Swinton and Peter Coyote.  Lynn Hershman Leeson is available for interview.

DOCUMENTARY:



STUART SUTCLIFFE: THE LOST BEATLE
Friday, 26 September 7.30pm

On Friday September 26 at 7.30pm, SBS will screen Stuart Sutcliffe: The Lost Beatle, a documentary which tells the fascinating story of the very early days of The Beatles, and the final days of their first bass player – musician and accomplished painter, Stuart Sutcliffe.

Stuart Sutcliffe met fellow student John Lennon at art college in Liverpool in 1959.  When Sutcliffe sold a painting at an exhibition, Lennon persuaded him to use the proceeds to buy a bass guitar and join his band. 

Before long, with drummer Pete Best in the line-up, they won a contract in Hamburg playing sleazy clubs in the seedy Reeperbahn area of the city, amidst the casual sex, drugs and rock 'n' roll of the era. Despite having to share a room with no windows, and wash in the men’s toilets at the cinema downstairs, the newly-christened Beatles were on their way. 

With the band on the brink of success, Sutcliffe left the group to concentrate on his first love, art, and his new love, German photographer Astrid Kirchherr. The pair met when Astrid asked to take photographs of the band. Sensing a strong attraction she soon asked to take photos of Sutcliffe, without the other band members. As Sutcliffe’s diary entries reveal, the photo shoot marked the beginning of their relationship, “Tomorrow I meet the girl – she’s going to take more photos.  Perhaps it’s my loneliness here, but I find I love her very much. Still, after tomorrow I’ll know for sure, as after a whole day in her company something’s bound to happen”.  

But Sutcliffe’s focus on his art and relationship with Astrid caused tension in the band, and he soon left.  Soon afterwards, his health began to decline, until he could no longer paint or sleep regularly. On the 10th of April 1962, Stuart suffered a seizure and slipped into a coma. As Astrid cradled his head in her hands, Stuart died of a cerebral haemorrhage, cutting short the life of the promising young artist. Reflecting on her time with Sutcliffe, Astrid says “Stuart is my life, my youth, and I’ve never met a man like that before, and will not. To meet this outstanding person, was a blessing for me”.
Stuart Sutcliffe: The Lost Beatle includes interviews with Sutcliffe' fiancée and Beatles stylist/photographer Astrid Kirchherr, early Beatles manager Allan Williams, Stuart's sister Pauline Sutcliffe, Liverpool flatmate to Sutcliffe and Lennon, Rod Murray and esteemed American art historian and writer Donald Kuspit.

ENTERTAINMENT
SERIES 


GREAT AUSTRALIAN ALBUMS: 

Powderfinger – Odyssey Number Five
Saturday, 27 September at 10pm
On Saturday, 27 September at 10.00pm, SBS will screen the final part of the unique music documentary series, Great Australian Albums. Powderfinger released Odyssey Number Five in 2000. 
The Brisbane group had formed in the late 1980s, on the fringe of the alternative rock scene. Powderfinger took their name from a Neil Young song and they replicated Young’s style of classic rock with an edge. The group had no image in the sense that they weren’t aligned to any particular fashion or tribe. They were modest interview subjects and generally projected an anti-style. For these reasons, little had been expected of the group in their early days and their first album was not a major commercial success. However, their uniquely laid-back Australianness contributed to their future success.
For the fourth album, Odyssey Number Five the group was grappling with the pressure of their own success and the effect that it had had on their lives.

The challenge for Powderfinger as a group was to survive the increasingly confined world of alternative rock and connect with the suburban kids. The songs on the record reflect their growing maturity as musicians as they address issues that are both intensely personal and political.

Features new interviews with:

John Coghill, Jon Collins, Joc Curran, Paul Dempsey, Bernard Fanning, Arnold Frollows, Ian Haug, Darren Middleton, Kelsey Munro, Dave McCormack, Paul Pittico, Sean Sennett
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[image: image3.jpg]Our story: When we began in 1975, there were only a handful of languages broadcast on Australian media. Now there are more than 68
languages broadcast by SBS, which makes us the world’s most multicultural broadcaster.





