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Program 
Highlights

Week of 28 September, 2008
ENTERTAINMENT:

Monday, 29 September 7.30pm
TOP GEAR AUSTRALIA *Premiere*
NEWS & CURRENT AFFAIRS:
Tuesday, 30 Sept 7.30pm
INSIGHT IN AMERICA: American Dream
CUTTING EDGE:

Tuesday, 30 September 8.30pm
FROM JAIL TO JIHAD
HOT DOCS:


Tuesday, 30 September 10.05pm

FOUR WIVES, ONE MAN
ENTERTAINMENT:

Wednesday, 1 October 10.05pm
NEWStopia
ENTERTAINMENT:

Saturday, 4 October 10.00pm
CANNOT BUY MY SOUL
ENTERTAINMENT SERIES:


TOP GEAR AUSTRALIA
*Premiere*
Monday, 29 September at 7.30pm

The highly anticipated motoring entertainment program, Top Gear Australia, will debut on SBS Television on Monday 29 September at 7:30pm.

The eight-episode series is the first local version of popular BBC program Top Gear to debut, and Australian hosts: race commentator Charlie Cox; cartoonist and motoring columnist Warren Brown; and race driver and motor journalist Steve Pizzati have spent the past busy months travelling through the country filming a hilarious, fun, informative and quintessentially Australian show.

Calling themselves “the ugliest men on television” the comical Australian larrikins have tested a diverse range of cars, talked, joked and sung their way through countless hours behind the wheel. They’ve donned wool vests, top hats and goggles for stories – although not all in one outing. And they’ve competed against each other in amusing - sometimes bordering on the side of ridiculous - challenges. But most importantly, they have had a “darn good time”.

The Hosts:

Charlie Cox was a broadcast journalist with a number of Sydney radio stations before moving to England to continue his career in radio and to race cars. After winning a number of British titles and surviving a spectacular crash, Charlie turned his talents to presenting and commentating motorsport. He is known for his colourful commentary and currently commentates and presents the Moto GP for the BBC. He is also the director of six media companies in the UK and Australia including DMG Radio.

Warren Brown is an award winning cartoonist and regular motoring columnist with The Daily Telegraph. The outgoing adventurer has a passion for history and motoring and, combining his two passions, he had the idea to retrace the 1907 raid from Peking to Paris in 100 year-old cars. Warren has his own collection of historic cars including two 1920s fire engines, a WWII jeep, a 1925 Bean motor car and an armoured vehicle. He plays the five string banjo and ukulele and dreams of being James Bond.

Steve Pizzati is the youngest member of the cast and calls himself a ‘gun for hire’. Steve is an advanced driving instructor and race driver for Porsche Australia and is part of the International Audi driver training team in Melbourne. He freelances as a motoring journalist and photography stunt driver, is a self confessed science geek and was on track to become a jet pilot but was knocked back in the final round due to poor eyesight. His love of fast machines continues.

And then, there’s The Stig…
NEWS & CURRENT AFFAIRS
INSIGHT IN AMERICA:
American Dream
Tuesday, 30 September at 7.30pm 

Young New Yorkers will talk to Jenny Brockie about the way they see their country’s future on Insight in America: American Dream, screening on SBS on Tuesday, 30 September at 7.30pm.

 

In a special episode from one of the most diverse places on earth, Insight brings together an audience of young Americans from all corners of the city.

 

For many, New York is a place of high pressure, high stakes and high rewards. For others, it’s a place where they exist below the poverty line.

 

American Dream will ask young Americans who they want in the White House - Democrat Barack Obama or Republican John McCain - and why. 

 

Host Jenny Brockie will also explore what young Americans want from their country and their leaders that they aren’t getting at the moment.

 

“Voting isn’t compulsory in the US and it'll be interesting to see whether these young Americans even intend to vote. I’m keen to find out how motivated they are and whether they're engaged with the Presidential race,” Jenny Brockie said.

 

“We’ll also ask how they see their country and its future,” she said.

 

Don't miss Insight’s unique look at America’s youth. 

 

American Dream is the second of two episodes from the US, following last week’s show on the Presidential campaign and voters in swing states.

 
CUTTING EDGE:


FROM JAIL TO JIHAD
Tuesday, 30 September 8.30pm 
“They have a street culture, a gang culture, a gun culture which, if converted with the wrong ideological underpinning can put them on a very, very dangerous path to extremism.  Violent extremism.”  Abdul Malik Baker, Chairman Brixton Mosque.

In Britain, Muslims make up more than eleven per cent of the prison population, although they are only three per cent of the population as a whole.  And only a tiny minority of Muslims are convicted or suspected terrorists.

From Jail to Jihad, which will screen on SBS on Tuesday September 30 at 8.30pm in the Cutting Edge timeslot, investigates the spread of Islamic extremism throughout British prisons and asks if today’s prisoners will become tomorrow’s terrorists.

Reporter Amil Khan, from Channel 4’s Dispatches program, uncovers the radicalisation and recruitment of young prisoners to jihadist Islam.  Khan hears from former prisoners who claim that while in prison they were taught that Islam justifies crimes against non-Muslims.  He hears how those prisoners, on release, are directed to mosques and contacts that further their extremist beliefs.

Khan meets current prison officers who say they are unable to cope with the problem and examines the prison service’s attempts to tackle this dilemma.  For example, a brochure entitled Extremism and Radicalisation, Guidance for Staff lists behaviour prison guards should be on the lookout for in prisoners.  “It’s not leaflets prison officers need,” says one union official.  “It’s training!”  Another, more proactive effort is employing prayer leaders and religious experts to bring prisoners back from the brink.  Whatever action is taken by the Governors’ of HM’s prisons, the service is on a knife edge.

Former gang members tell Khan that when young prisoners return to the streets and life of crime they do so with a renewed sense of justification from their new-found religious ideology, an ideology they then spread to their gang members.  Muslim Youth Workers in South London say that this abuse of Islam is a growing problem.  They are currently working on ways to de-radicalise youngsters who have been seduced by extremism.

HOT DOCS:



FOUR WIVES, ONE MAN

Tuesday, 30 September 10.05pm
On Tuesday September 30 at 10.05pm, SBS will screen Four Wives, One Man, a portrait of four wives, a polygamist husband, their incredibly free-speaking mother-in-law, and their many, many children - all living under the same roof in a rural Iranian village.

Four Wives, One Man follows the story of Heda, an Iranian farmer and his four wives, Farang, Goli, Shapar, Ziba and their 20 children. Their polygamist lifestyle, although sanctioned by the Koran, is not common in Iran, and of these incidents, most take place in rural villages and towns.  

Each of the women admits that in the beginning life was good. However it was sure to end once Heda acquired a new wife. This left the most recent bride, in this case Ziba, to shoulder both catty remarks from the others and Heda’s physical and mental abuse. 

While Ziba prays to become pregnant “so that my husband won’t take a new wife” she also openly admits, that she is extremely unhappy with the arrangement. 

Filmed over three years by Swedish-Iranian director, Nahid Persson, Four Wives, One Man follows the family from the peaceful, pastoral scenes of a family picnic, to the temporary chaos caused by a broken faucet in the kitchen, to a furtive, whispered conversation between two wives about being treated badly by their husband.

To Heda, polygamy is simply befitting his status however when rumor spreads amongst the house that Heda is looking for a fifth suitor no measure of rivalry or collectivity can prevent the woman from having to face this increasingly crowded future.
ENTERTAINMENT:


NEWStopia
Wednesday, 1 October 10.05pm
Shaun Micallef returns to SBS Television for a third series of NEWStopia on Wednesday, 1st October at 10.05pm.
NEWStopia is the half hour news program with one eye on Australia and the other on itself, watching the rest of the world. It is anchored by Shaun Micallef, Australia’s premier high-brow comedian and slapstick intellectual.
In NEWStopia, Micallef delivers the news with a mostly straight face - tempered with the odd raised eyebrow and a rolled eyeball. He crosses to journalists in Australia and overseas, as well as hosting studio debates and discussions that invariably go awry. Ad breaks in NEWStopia are peppered with cultish on-air promos for non-existent programs. 

An encore screening of NEWStopia will screen on Saturday nights after S.O.S. 
ENTERTAINMENT:


CANNOT BUY MY SOUL

Saturday, 4 October 10.00pm
In early 2007, Paul Kelly asked a number of his friends to donate their time to record versions of songs by Kev Carmody, for what was to become the album Cannot Buy My Soul. In January 2008, most of them, including Kev Carmody himself, came together at the State Theatre in Sydney for the stage production of Cannot But My Soul. Once again, the artists involved donated their time to the project, which went on to become one of the most powerful and emotional concerts Sydney has ever heard.

On Saturday, October 4 at 10pm SBS will screen a documentary about this incredible concert. Directed by feature film maker Paul Goldman (Suburban Mayhem) and produced by Toby Creswell and Danielle Kelly (producers of Great Australian Albums), Cannot Buy My Soul captures not only the heartfelt emotion found in Kev’s songs, but also the goodwill and respect of the artists who gathered to honour his work. The cast includes Paul Kelly, Clare Bowditch, the Herd, Missy Higgins, Dan Kelly, Steve Kilbey, Last Kinection, Tex Perkins, the Pigram Brothers, Glenn Richards from Augie March, Sara Storer, Dan Sultan, the Drones and Last Kinection.

Best known for the song From Little Things Big Things Grow which he co-wrote with Paul Kelly, Kev Carmody is a former stockman, social worker, night club bouncer and jack of all trades. With an Irish father and a Murry mother, Kev was barely literate when he enrolled at university at the age of 33. At about the same time he became a singer and songwriter, and his first album Pillars of Society revealed an artist with a knack for writing songs which combined political activism with stories of life experience.

Working closely with Kev, stage director Brendan Fletcher had just three days to pull the stage production together. Individual artists had not met Fletcher or each other, and some of them had not yet met Kev in person. Despite this, and the limited time available for rehearsals, a spirit of serendipity came over the production. 

At the end of the second successful night, the entire cast delivered a rousing version of From Little Things Big Things Grow, joined on stage by Kev and his family. There was barely a dry eye in the house.

Using footage from the rehearsals, live performances and backstage interviews, Goldman weaves an emotional story which captures not only the magic of that week, but also the honest beauty of Kev’s songs, and the life which helped shaped them.







[image: image2.jpg]



[image: image3.jpg]Our story: When we began in 1975, there were only a handful of languages broadcast on Australian media. Now there are more than 68
languages broadcast by SBS, which makes us the world’s most multicultural broadcaster.





