[image: image1.jpg]




Program 
Highlights

Week of 5 October, 2008
DOCUMENTARY SERIES:
Sunday, 5 October 7.30pm
WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE? Julian Clary
DOCUMENTARY:

Sunday, 5 October 8.35pm
LORD OF THE ANTS
ENTERTAINMENT:

Monday, 6 October 9.00pm
BOGAN PRIDE *Premiere*
CUTTING EDGE:

Tuesday, 7 October 8.30pm

LETTER TO ANNA
NEWS & CURRENT AFFAIRS:
Wed, 8 October 6.00pm

LIVING BLACK: THE BIG REVIEW
ENTERTAINMENT:

Saturday, 11 October 10.00pm
NO WAY GET F*#KED, F*#K OFF
DOCUMENTARY SERIES:


WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE? Julian Clary
Sunday, 5 October 7.30pm
What mysteries are hidden in old family photographs? Can old documents reveal secrets, long forgotten by family members? What role does family history play in our daily lives? Can a person know who they really are? Who Do You Think You Are? is a documentary series chronicling the social, ethnic and cultural evolution of national identities through the personal family histories of prominent celebrities.

Julian Clary, an English comedian and writer known for his playing-on-stereotypes, embarks on a journey to uncover his past on Who Do You Think You Are: Julian Clary, screening on SBS on Sunday, 5 October at 7.30pm.

Julian concludes that exploring his family tree is like reading a good novel. He brings his ancestors to life by tracing their many experiences and understanding their hopes and fears: his grandfather’s bravery as a flight engineer in WWI; and the prejudice and poverty suffered by his German immigrant great-grandfather. He also uncovers a secret heritage on his mother’s side of the family.
DOCUMENTARY:



LORD OF THE ANTS
Sunday, 5 October 8.35pm
At age 78, E.O. Wilson – Harvard professor, acclaimed advocate of ants, biological diversity, and the controversial extension of Darwinian ideas to human society and dual Pulitzer Prize winner – is still going through his “little savage” phase of boyhood exploration of the natural world.

Lord of the Ants which will screen on SBS on Sunday October 5 at 8.35pm, narrated by actor and environmentalist Harrison Ford, is a portrait of a ceaselessly active scientist and eloquent writer.  Says fellow naturalist Sir David Attenborough: “He will go down as the man who opened the eyes of millions ‘round the world to the glories, the values, the importance of – to use his term – biodiversity.”
Wilson is also renowned for two seemingly unrelated roles.  First, he is the “ant man”, whose infectious enthusiasm for his scientific speciality has encouraged many house dwellers to reach for a magnifying glass instead of ant traps when faced with these tiny invaders.  Second, Wilson hit the headlines and became a lightning rod in academic circles for his 1975 book Sociobiology: The New Synthesis, which holds that evolutionary principles can explain social behaviour throughout the animal kingdom, including humans.  In fact, these two elements of Wilson’s work – ants and socio-biology – are intimately connected, because ants are among the most social of animals. 

Wilson’s has become a tireless organiser and spokesman for preserving the world’s threatened species, a move prompted by the ecological threat to many of the biologically diverse regions of the world.  And he has his own research to back him up.

Wilson and biologist Daniel Simberloff began a unique experiment in 1965.  They made an inventory of every living species on a small island in the Florida Keys.  They then hired an exterminator to wipe them all out.  Over the next few years they documented the recolonisation and rebirth of life on the island, showing that, in general, the smaller an area of land, the fewer the number of species it can support and the higher the risk of extinction.  “This is one reason why conservationists have a sound scientific basis for trying to get larger reserves,” says Wilson.  “It’s good insurance.  It means we can save more species over the long term.”
ENTERTAINMENT:



BOGAN PRIDE 
Premieres on Monday, 6 October 9.00pm
What exactly is a bogan, and just what do they have to be so proud of?  Quite a lot actually, as comedienne extraordinaire Rebel Wilson (Pizza, Thank God You’re Here, The Wedge) proves in the new six part musical comedy series Bogan Pride.

Bogan Pride premieres on SBS on Monday October 6, at 9.00pm and follows one teenage bogan’s quest to save her mother from morbid obesity. This quirky upbeat series is based on Rebel’s experience of growing up in Sydney’s western suburbs, and includes original musical numbers which bookend each episode. These extravagant songs and the accompanying choreography combine to create a truly unique bogan spectacle.

But it’s not all song and dance. Over the course of the series Jennie Cragg, (Rebel Wilson) who lives in Boonelg with her extremely overweight mother Berenice (Sally Anne Upton), will face many challenges.  Not least of which includes taking on the high school skanks, trying to impress her good looking neighbour Nick (Ryan Jones), and entering a dance competition with the hope of winning $10,000 for her Mum’s stomach stapling operation.  She’ll also deal with the antics of her Aunt Cassandra (who has become increasingly annoying since her gay husband left her) learn to become closer to God with the help of a few lesbians, sell bonsai cats and try to win a Maths Olympiad.

Bogan Pride is the first narrative television series Rebel Wilson has created, written, produced and starred in. The series is co-produced by award winning filmmakers Tony Ayres (Home Song Stories, Walking on Water) and Michael McMahon (Home Song Stories, Wildness) and directed by Oscar and BAFTA nominated director Peter Templeman (The Saviour, Ladder of Love).  

With its clever script and a town full of endearing characters, Bogan Pride encourages all of us to embrace our inner bogan.

Episode 1 - The Fugly Fringe
It’s January, summer in Boonelg, and just before school starts back for teenage fugly Jennie Cragg, the hunk of her grade, Nick Lazzarri, returns from being in a juvenile detention facility. Jennie has always had a huge crush on Nick and decides that, seeing as this is her last year at Boonelg High, this is the year she has to become more ‘cool’ and make a move. She dyes her fringe blonde and buys a whole bain marie of mini pizzas for Nick from the school canteen but she is no match for the school’s head skank Tracy Hooker. Meanwhile Jennie’s Aunty Cassandra reunites with her sister Berenice after not speaking to each other for three months. Berenice suspects something is up and is proved right when she discovers that Cassandra’s husband Gary has left her to work on a gay cruise ship.

CUTTING EDGE:



LETTER TO ANNA

Tuesday, 7 October 8.30pm

On October 7, 2006, Russian journalist Anna Politkovskaya was murdered in the lift of her Moscow apartment building.  She had been a strident critic of the government of President Putin and it was widely thought that her murder was a political act.

On Tuesday October 7, the second anniversary of Anna Politkovskaya’s death, SBS will screen Letter to Anna in the Cutting Edge timeslot.  Over a 12 month period, from 2003 to 2004 the director Erick Bergkraut filmed exclusive interviews with Anna for another story.  He ended up with several hours of interviews as well as photographs.  Anna’s story haunted him.

Why had this elegant, articulate, and passionate woman been murdered in cold blood?  Politkovskaya was a champion for those who were society’s weakest, for those who had no rights.  Was it because she had taken a stand against the war in Chechnya?

Anna’s life had been in jeopardy before.  In September 2004, she flew to Beslen in order to mediate with terrorists who had invaded a school taking students and teachers hostage.  But on the flight she was suddenly taken ill after drinking a cup of tea.  Anna told her editor at Novaya Gazeta she had been poisoned.  Tests carried out on her at the American Hospital in Moscow showed that she had indeed been poisoned – by an unknown substance. Her son, Ilya believes that if Anna had not been poisoned, the situation at Belsen would not have deteriorated into a blood-bath.

After her death, Novaya Gazeta received hundreds of letters from people who wanted to know the truth about Anna’s death.  “I am convinced we will succeed because the whole world is watching.  We should not underestimate that,” says Ilya.  “We shall exploit this attention to the full if necessary.  I want to know who gave the orders.”

Among those interviewed in the program are Anna’s sister, Elena Kudimova, her daughter, Vera Politkovskaya, her son Ilya Politkovsky, her editor at Novaya Gazeta Dmitry Muratov, the Human Rights activist Andrei Mironov and Russian businessman Boris Berezovsky, among others.

NEWS & CURRENT AFFAIRS:


LIVING BLACK: THE BIG REVIEW
Wednesday, 8 October 6.00pm
On Wednesday October 8 at 6.00pm, SBS’s Living Black, the only Indigenous current affairs program on primetime free-to-air television, will present a special episode from the Northern Territory, to gauge Indigenous reaction to the review of the Emergency Intervention.

On June 21, 2007 the Howard Government announced that it would intervene into the welfare of Indigenous children in the Northern Territory. Upon winning office, the Rudd Government decided to continue with the legislation, and later announced a review of its progress. 

That review is due on September 30.

Hosted by Karla Grant, the Living Black special will be based in Alice Springs but will seek out Indigenous Australians living in more remote communities, to find out how 15 months of the Northern Territory Intervention has worked for them.  Has their health improved? Have education standards been raised? And most importantly, has it made children safer? 

Karla Grant and her team will also examine the review’s conclusions and put any recommended changes to those most affected by it for their comment.

A review of the Northern Territory Intervention, by those who’ve lived through it. That’s coming up, on Living Black.

ENTERTAINMENT:


NO WAY GET F*#KED, F*#K OFF
Saturday, 11 October 10.00pm
Thirty years ago The Angels were kings of the Australian rock scene. Eight and a half years ago lead singer Doc Neeson was involved in a horrific car accident and was forced to leave the band. One year ago he and the rest of the original members were talking through lawyers in a bitter legal battle over naming rights. And then Doc’s manager David Edwards had an idea. Instead of tearing each other apart, why don’t they just put the band back together again? That was the start of an uncertain journey as the five original members Doc Neeson, John & Rick Brewster, Chris Bailey and Buzz Bidstrup began to re-discover the magic which made the legend. 

On Saturday October 11 at 10pm, SBS will screen the fly-on-the –wall documentary No Way, Get F*#ked, F*#k Off! which tells the story of this iconic Australian band’s uneasy reconciliation.  

The Angels wrote songs which became the soundtrack to a generation growing up in the golden years of pub rock and outdoor music festivals. This year marks the 30 years since Face To Face was released, an album that remained in the charts for an unprecedented two years. The first single Am I Ever Going to See Your Face Again? is the song which inspired the now legendary audience chant “No way, get fucked, fuck off!”  

No Way, Get F*#ked, F*#k Off!  reveals never before seen video of the band’s early days shot by lead guitarist Rick Brewster. Director Ben Ulm searched through hours of Hi-8 video to find candid backstage material from The Angels’ heyday, as well as footage of performances by Moonshine Jug and String Band, the first band formed by Doc Neeson and the Brewster Brothers.

Filmed over three months shooter/producer Stu McCarney and director Ben Ulm were give access to rehearsals, band meetings, backstage, dressing rooms and centre stage. The resulting documentary is a remarkably personal story full of raw emotion, great music and candid insights into a rock legend.

No Way, Get F*#ked, F*#k Off!  will screen on SBS as the reunited band prepare to embark on their Night Attack Tour.
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languages broadcast by SBS, which makes us the world’s most multicultural broadcaster.





