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Program 
Highlights

Week of 12 October, 2008
LANDMARK 7-PART SERIES:   
FIRST AUSTRALIANS - The Untold Story of Australia 

Ep 1: They Have Come to Stay
Sunday, 12 October at 8.35pm
Ep 2: Her Will to Survive
Tuesday, 14 October at 8.30pm 

DOCUMENTARY SERIES:
Sunday, 12 October at 7.30pm
WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE? David Tennant
SPECIAL:



Sunday, 12 October at 9.55pm

2008 DEADLY AWARDS 

DOCUMENTARY:

Friday, 17 October at 7.35pm
END OF THE RAINBOW
LANDMARK 7-PART DOCUMENTARY SERIES:


FIRST AUSTRALIANS 
Sunday, 12 October at 8.35pm Episode 1
Tuesday, 14 October at 8.30pm Episode 2
Six years in the making, First Australians, premiering on SBS on Sunday 12 October at 8.35pm, is the most ambitious television project to be undertaken on Indigenous Australia. Produced by Australia’s leading Aboriginal filmmakers, the series chronicles the birth of a country and the collision of two worlds. It is an epic story that comes alive through the struggles of individuals, both black and white. 
Beautifully filmed, the series blends landscape, art, interviews and first-hand accounts with a vast archival collection to present the birth of contemporary Australia as never seen before, from the perspective of its first people — the first Australians.

The story begins in 1788 in Sydney, with the friendship between an Englishmen (Governor Phillip) and a warrior (Bennelong) and ends in 1993 with Koiki Mabo’s legal challenge to the foundation of Australia.  First Australians chronicles the collision of two worlds and the genesis of a new nation.

Episode 1 They Have Come to Stay  Sydney & New South Wales (1788-1824)

Director: Rachel Perkins airs Sunday 12 October at 8.35pm
The first Australians and the British, the most powerful Empire in history, come face to face in Sydney on January 26, 1788. Their differences are immense but apprehension quickly turns to curiosity. 
Friendships form, some between powerful men such as Governor Arthur Phillip and the Aboriginal Bennelong. But by the time this pair leave for London three years later, relations between the two races have soured. The bloodshed worsens as settlers spread out across the land.
Episode 2  Her Will to Survive  Tasmania (1803 - 1880)
Director: Beck Cole  airs Tuesday, 14 October at 8.30pm
It is a myth that the first Australians were eradicated in Tasmania. Instead, it should be their resilience, in spite of the overwhelming impact of white settlement, that is embodied in myth. 

When the land-grab moves south to Tasmania, it is decided that, in an effort to protect real estate prices, Tasmanian Aboriginal people should be moved from the island. The Government enlists an Englishmen for the job, who is helped by a young Aboriginal woman, Truganini.
First Australians will continue to air on Sunday and Tuesday evenings through to Sunday, 2nd November.
DOCUMENTARY SERIES:


WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE? David Tennant
Sunday, 12 October at 7.30pm
David Tennant is best known for his role on the popular British science fiction series – Doctor Who. A seasoned Shakespearean theatre performer, Tennant is currently enjoying critical acclaim for his role as Hamlet on the London Stage.

In Who do you think you are?  screening on SBS on Sunday, October 12 at 7.30pm, David decides to abandon the Tardis and investigate his own history. He knows very little of his background, other than that his family was brought up in Glasgow, and that there was some Irish blood in his veins. This information came from his maternal grandmother, Nellie Blair, who had been born in Londonderry (Derry) Ireland. She had met her husband, Archie McLeod, while he was playing for the local football team, Derry City in a “Posh & Beck’s” type romance of the time.

Archie's roots were very different, and, after an injury halted his playing career, he returned to his native Glasgow to work in a shipyard. The McLeod’s originally moved to Glasgow having been forced to leave the Scottish highlands like many others, unable to afford the rent that was being raised by land owners across the region. To this day, stone cottages still litter the empty countryside.

Nellie Blair's background is equally revealing about the history and social tensions that have affected Londonderry throughout the 20th century. Her father, William came from a staunch protestant family with descendants caught up in the Bloody Sunday march in 1972, the catalyst for The Troubles that have gripped the province ever since.
On David's father's side, he must look into the MacDonald family history - as this is his real surname. He chose the stage name Tennant as a young actor, after he saw Pet Shop Boys’ Neil Tennant's name in Smash Hits and thought it sounded good!
SPECIAL

2008 DEADLY AWARDS 

Sunday, 12 October at 9.55pm

On Sunday 12 October at 9.55pm, SBS will broadcast the 2008 Deadly Awards.
Even with a national apology given and received, Indigenous issues remain high on the nation’s agenda, and deservedly so. The 14th Deadly Awards, organised by VIBE Australia, is a chance to celebrate the many achievements of Australia’s first people and highlight the good work that’s being done in the challenges that lie ahead.

Held at the Sydney Opera House on the evening of October 9, “The Deadlys” is a major event on the Indigenous calendar, showcasing Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander excellence in music, sport, entertainment and community leadership. 

Most awards are decided by popular vote, so it’s a chance for all Australians to speak out and let the whole country know who they think is “deadly”.

Among this year’s nominees are well-known talents such as Casey Donovan, Christine Anu, Tammy Clarkson, Aaron Fa’aoso, Aaron Pedersen, Archie Roach, Troy Cassar-Daley, Adam Goodes, Lance Franklin and Greg Inglis.

In addition, 2008 Olympic athletes such as Benn Harradine (discus) Jade North (soccer) Patrick Mills (basketball), Rohanee Cox (basketball) and Stacey Porter (softball) have also been nominated.

Community leadership is an important part of the Deadly Awards and nominees in this category include those making a difference in education, medical research, human rights and health delivery.

Hosted by actor Luke Carroll, the 2008 Deadly Awards is a glamorous spectacle complete with red carpet walk and performances by sensationally-gifted musician Geoffrey Gurrumul Yunupingu, Australian Idol runner-up Jessica Mauboy, legend Jimmy Little and Black Arm Band member (and Deadly nominee) Ursula Yovich.

So tune in to SBS’s coverage of the 2008 Deadly Awards for all the glamour, excitement, talent and pride that Indigenous Australia has to offer.

To vote for your favourite nominee, go to www.sbs.com.au/livingblack/deadlys2008
DOCUMENTARY:


END OF THE RAINBOW
Friday 17, October 7.35pm
On Friday October 17 at 7.35pm, SBS will screen End of the Rainbow, an award winning documentary that explores the impact of large-scale industrial gold mining on a local community in a remote region of Guinea, West Africa. 

Guinea is a desperately poor community that ironically, has had a long association with gold. As a result, the remote village has had to make way for a large industrial gold mine run by an international enterprise looking to strike it lucky in the region.

The documentary takes a look at the impact, socially and financially, globalisation can have on a local economic system. Native alluvial miners traditionally work in close family and kinship groups, according to the rhythms of the day and the seasons.

The large mining company in contrast, is driven by the urgency of global capitalism which dictates very different rules and behaviour. In addition, the mine is run by white foreigners who have little understanding of the region.

How do local people respond to the possibilities and economic divisions the mine brings? How do the local jobseekers and expatriate staff, attracted by gold and the opportunities it offers, understand one another? 

When villages are relocated and alluvial miners break into the site and continue to mine for gold, the local military are brought in to control the situation.

As the conflict over the mine’s presence escalates in Guinea, one thing is for certain, the gold will be dug from the ground one way or another, but at what cost? 

End of the Rainbow reveals a world that is changing forever, and portrays intimately the people who are grappling to respond to those changes. 

An Australian/French co-production the documentary received the First Appearance Award at the 2007 International Documentary Film Festival in Amsterdam (IDFA) – a first for an Australian film
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