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Program 
Highlights

Week of 30 November, 2008
DOCUMENTARY SERIES:
Sunday, 30 November 8.30pm

JUDGEMENT DAY: Intelligent Design on Trial 
DOCUMENTARY SERIES:
Sunday, 30 November 9.35pm
NUREMBERG: NAZIS ON TRIAL
DOCUMENTARY SERIES: 
Tuesday, 2 December 8.30pm 
RETURN OF THE BIBLE PLAGUES
FOOD SERIES:
Wednesday, 3 December at 7.30pm
FOOD SAFARI
DOCUMENTARY SERIES: Wednesday, 3 December 8.30pm 

LONG WAY DOWN
DRAMA SERIES:
Thursday, 4 December at 7.35pm
Brand New INSPECTOR REX!

REX IN ROME
DOCUMENTARY

Friday, 5 December at 7.30pm
WALL STREET WARRIORS
DOCUMENTARY SERIES:

JUDGEMENT DAY: Intelligent Design on Trial 

Commences on Sunday, 30 November 8.30pm

In 2004, the board of the public school in Dover, Pennsylvania ordered science teachers to read a statement to high school biology students suggesting that that is an alternative to Darwin’s theory of evolution called intelligent design – the idea that life is too complex to have evolved naturally and therefore must have been designed by an intelligent agent. The teachers refused to comply. Later, parents opposed to intelligent design filed a lawsuit in US federal court accusing the school board of violating the constitutional separation of church and state.

On Sunday November 30 at 8.30pm, SBS will screen part-one of Judgement Day: Intelligent Design on Trial which follows the federal case of Kitzmiller v. Dover School District and features trial re-enactments based on court transcripts and interviews with key participants, including expert scientists and Dover parents, teachers, and town officials. Part two will screen on Sunday December 7 at 8.30pm.

The town of Dover is a quiet, rural place with a population of about 20,000 people, more than a dozen churches, and one high school.

One of the first people at the school to sense that rouble was brewing was Bertha Spahr, who had been teaching science at Dover High School for almost 40 years. The school district’s assistant superintendent advises her that a school board member was talking about equal time for creationism. The board member was a local business man named Alan Bonsell, who had recently joined the school.  “I personally don’t believe in Darwin’s theory of evolution. I’m a creationist. I make no bones about that.” As a creationist, Bonsell rejects much of modern science in favour of a literal reading of the Bible. Thus the Earth is less than 10,000 years old, and that God created everything fully-formed, including humans, in just six days.

Judgement Day: Intelligent Design on Trial presents the arguments by lawyers and expert witnesses in riveting details and provides an eye-opening crash course on questions such as “What is evolution?”  and “Is intelligent design a scientifically valid alternative?”  Kitzmiller v. Dover was the first legal test of intelligent design as a scientific theory, with the plaintiffs arguing that it is a thinly veiled form of creationism, the view that a literal interpretation of the Bible accounts for all observed facts about nature.

DOCUMENTARY SERIES:

NUREMBERG: NAZIS ON TRIAL

Commences on Sunday, 30 November 9.35pm
In November 1945, in the German city of Nuremberg, the victors of the Second World War began the first international war crimes trial. The choice of the city was significant as it was here that the National Socialist Party held its annual rallies.

The 21 defendants came from very different background. Some, like Hitler’s chosen successor Hermann Goering, were senior politicians – their responsibility clear. Others were there because senior party leaders Heinrich Himmler, head of the feared SS, and Joseph Goebbels, head of propaganda – had killed themselves rather than face capture and trial. Their deputies or juniors stood on trial instead of them. But most of them were regarded by the western public, rightly or wrongly, as key playmakers in a system that had brought war to Europe and cost the lives of 50 million people.

On Sunday, 30 November, SBS will begin screening Nuremberg: Nazis on Trial. This three-part docu-drama series examines three of the accused – Albert Speer, the youthful architect who rose to run Germany’s armaments effort during the war; Hermann Goering, the man Hitler chose as his successor in the 1930s and Rudolf Hess, Hitler’s former deputy, who in May 1941 flew to Scotland and was captured by the Allies.

The charges against the accused were extraordinary. They were collectively accused of conspiring to wage war, and committing crimes against peace, crimes against humanity and war crimes in the ordinary sense (abuse and murder of prisoners, killing of civilians). 

Goering, Speer and Hess represented extreme responses to the trial at Nuremberg, but they all shared with the others in the dock some degree of responsibility. In Georing’s case a very great one for the programme, of oppression, war and genocide on which Hitler’s regime embarked from its inauguration in 1933.

The series combined dramatised re-enactments, newsreel footage and archival photos as well as interviews with historians and medical practitioners.

DOCUMENTARY SERIES: 

RETURN OF THE BIBLE PLAGUES

Commences Tuesday, 2 December 8.30pm 

“3,500 years ago, the Egyptian Pharaoh had a dream. He decided to build a new  palace. He enslaved the Israelites to help build it. God threatened to visit plagues upon the Egyptians if Pharaoh would not release his people. God poisoned the Nile, which supplied the drinking water and livelihood of the Egyptians. Blood was everywhere in Egypt.” (Book of Exodus)

The bible called them plagues, but we call them natural disasters. They are actually one of the same. And the biblical plagues are coming back. 

Screening on SBS Television Tuesday, December 16 at 8:30pm in The Cutting Edge timeslot is the first of six episodes titled ‘Return of the Bible Plagues’. The first episode examines the first biblical plague of Egypt, the Nile waters turning into blood, and how the plague has returned in the form of toxic algal blooms.

Each episode of this series analyses the individual biblical plague from a historical and theological perspective, and explains the connection to modern natural events. 

This series reveals the connections between the Old Testament catastrophes and those that wreak havoc upon us today. What is the truth behind the ten great plagues of the Bible – and why do these plagues still challenge us today? 

In Episode One, ‘Deadly Waters’ scientists explain the possible natural causes of the Nile turning red. When the Nile floods in September, water is rushed down and red soil particles turn the water red, while red algae omit toxins. Algeal toxins poison more than 60,000 people globally per year. Some of the poisons can be more dangerous than chemical weapons. 

Algae can attack reservoirs of drinking water. In some countries this has led to frighteningly high rates of cancer. Industrialisation and globalisation make these algae more common than ever despite technical progress and modern science. ‘Deadly Waters’ examines why toxin algae are producing so quickly and who and what is responsible for their rapid growth and bloom? 

FOOD SERIES:


FOOD SAFARI

Commences Wednesday, 3 December at 7.30pm

Food Safari - the show where the food is the star of the show – is coming back for a third series on SBS Television from Wednesday, 3 December at 7.30pm.

Maeve O’Meara will lead a voyage of culinary discovery through the restaurants and home kitchens of Australia in a further nine episodes. Each half hour is a detailed journey into a single cuisine.

With flavours and recipes ranging across five continents, Series 3 of Food Safari opens with the colourful and vibrant cooking of South America and in later episodes, discovers fascinating dishes from Africa, plus the best food finds from the Middle East, Europe and North America. 

Episode 1 – Wednesday, 3 December at 7.30pm

South American Food Safari:
In a brand new series of Food Safari, explore the colourful cuisine of South America with passionate chefs and home-cooks. Maeve O'Meara joins chef, Jorge Chacon, to learn about the particular flavours and ingredients that make South American food really special. These include: fragrant salsas; the subtle regional differences in empanadas; Peru’s national dish, the ceviche; the secrets to the chorizo; the intense herbal drink mate; and a rich caramel that is a favourite in South American biscuits and sweets.
And to look forward to:

· Wednesday December 10 at 7.30pm: Egyptian

· Wednesday December 17 at 7.30pm: German

· Wednesday December 24 at 7.30pm: Persian

· Wednesday January 7 at 7.30pm: English

· Wednesday January 14 at 7.30pm: African

· Wednesday January 21 at 7.30pm: Syrian

· Wednesday January 28 at 7.30pm: USA

· Wednesday February 4 at 7.30pm: Jewish

To support the food and lifestyle programming on Wednesday nights, SBS has launched a new global cuisine website. From Ajowan seeds to Za’atar, baklava to yabbies, www.sbs.com.au/food has it covered. The site is a visual and audio feast, a culinary journey that will make the exotic familiar. It will feature catch-up episodes of Food Safari, and already hosts an extensive library of recipes from Food Safari and other SBS food programs, as well as handy cooking hints, weekly features, in-season tips, competitions and a monthly newsletter.  

Food Safari is produced by Kismet Productions in association with SBS.
Food Safari host Maeve O’Meara is available for interview. 

DOCUMENTARY SERIES: 

LONG WAY DOWN

Commences Wednesday, 3 December at 8.30pm
Ewan McGregor (Trainspotting, Moulin Rouge, Star Wars) and Charley Boorman (Deliverance, Excalibur, Emerald Forest) met on the set of Serpent’s Kiss, where they instantly became mates. Not long afterwards the pair set off on their first incredible adventure, travelling 20000 miles on motorcycles – from London to New York. Their epic journey was captured on the television series Long Way Round. 

Now, Ewan and Charley are back on their motorcycles and ready to take the Long Way Down. 

Beginning on SBS on Wednesday December 3 at 8.30pm, Long Way Down is a ten part series which follows the pair on an intrepid motorcycle journey from the northern-most tip of Scotland, down to the southern-most tip of Africa, Cape Agulhas. 

Long Way Down tracks the pair’s expedition through nine months of planning and the three month trip itself. It shows the challenges of securing visas and equipment, training for possible medical crises or hostage situations - before traversing some of the most beautiful and, at times, dangerous terrain on earth. 

Filmed by a cameraman who travelled with them, and from cameras attached to their helmets and motorcycles, Long Way Down is an exhilarating, entertaining and touching account of a great adventure and a great friendship.

Intimate and honest video diaries add to the storytelling, giving incredible insights into the magnitude of the venture.

After leaving Scotland, Ewan and Charley travel through Western Europe and Eastern Africa, before arriving in Southern Africa. 

The series features music by Stereophonics, The Boxer Rebellion and Ben Onono.

DRAMA SERIES:

REX IN ROME

Thursday, 4 December at 7.35pm

Brand New INSPECTOR REX!

This series finds Rex languishing in retirement. And like most retirees, Rex is missing the action and excitement of his old job. The arrival in Vienna of Inspector Fabbri from the Rome Police department, gets Rex’s sleuthing juices flowing...

Yes, brand new season Inspector Rex commences on SBS on Thursday, 4 December at 7.35pm. And it’s set in Italy! 
Rex’s new partner is the suave Inspector Fabbri (Kaspar Capparoni). And together they will solve Italian murder cases and bust Italian crooks, all while taking in the sights of Rome. 

In the first episode, a jewellery robbery gone wrong sparks a chain of mysterious murders. Someone is killing the thieves as they are on the run, and when a body is found buried in the grounds of an Italian villa; the death is linked to another murder that has just taken place in Austria. 
Inspector Fabbri of the Rome Police and Chief Inspector Hedl of the Austrian Crime Squad begin a joint investigation of the double murder case. 
Rex is in fine form as he assists the Austrian and Italian detectives in their hunt for the bad guys.
DOCUMENTARY SERIES


WALL STREET WARRIORS

Friday, 5 December at 7.30pm

“Wall St takes the brightest people and smashes them into the pavement on a regular basis.” Guy de Chimay – a Wall Street Portfolio Manager.
Wall St Warriors, the six-part documentary series, commences on SBS on Friday, 5 December at 7.30pm. It takes a timely and riveting look at the lives of those who work on the world’s most famous stock exchange. The forces that drive these diverse people during their stressful hunt for riches are laid bare in insightful, behind-the-scene glimpses of the beating hearts and minds of Wall Street.

Stress is a big part of life on Wall Street - including for Bob Nunn. Bob is a former marine, now the managing director of floor operations for an equity specialist firm on Wall Street. He compares his working life to being in a fox hole with enemies surrounding him all day. “There is a high level of emotion, there’s a high level of stress.”

Alex Gerchik arrived in America at age 22 and had to work as a cab driver. But now, as a highly-regarded day trader, making hundreds of trades per day, he has an insightful view of the market.  “If you made money today, someone else lost it.”

The culture of winners and losers is strong on this street. As one funds manager puts it, “there’s a schadenfreude to Wall Street, even among so-called friends. It’s the joy and ‘revelment’ of seeing someone else fail.” 

Then there is Sandra Navidi, whose winning work life includes closing $500-million deals on Wall Street. She spends her spare time indulging in her hobby - studying quantum physics because “you want to feed your brain something else for a change.” 

Wall Street also has its share of stock market whizz kids, such as 25-year-old hedge fund manager, Tim Sykes. He launched his career after converting a $13,000 Bah Mitzvah gift into $1.65-million during just five months of trading from his freshman year college dorm room. 

The ‘hunter’ instincts and the lust for money are common attributes among Wall Street Warriors, even the whizz kids.  “There’s a cliché that ‘you eat what you kill’ and that’s very much the culture of Wall Street and… waking up feeling like you are on a hunt,” says Jill Dilosa, who made enough money as an analyst to retire at age 27.

But the risks of this tough market are ever apparent for all. As one portfolio manager Guy de Chimay notes “the market has a paddle big enough to give anyone a spanking.” 
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