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Program 
Highlights

Week of 8 March, 2009
Week 11
LOST WORLDS: 

Sunday, 8 March at 7.30pm

THE RISE OF MAN (Part 2)
CUTTING EDGE:

Tuesday, 10 March at 7.30pm
CAPTIVE IN GAZA
HOT DOCS: 


Tuesday, 10 March at 10.00pm
BLACK NATION
LOST WORLDS: 

THE RISE OF MAN (Part 2)
Sunday, 8 March at 7.30pm

On Sunday, 8 March 8 at 7.30pm, SBS will screen the second instalment of this two-part journey into the evolution of man. 

Using dramatic re-enactments, it examines the emergence of Homo sapiens and highlights the similarities between modern day practices and the everyday lives of our prehistoric ancestors.

The history of humankind took a decisive turn 12,000 years ago, as Homo sapiens invented a new kind of life. Turning away from nomadic lifestyles, people settled into the first villages and invented the cornerstones of civilisation - farming, irrigation, commerce, religion, medicine, and much more.

With these new inventions came the first wars, the spread of deadly diseases and starvation due to over-population. But Homo sapiens overcame these challenges building cities and using their writing to communicate over great distances.

The Rise of Man shows how in 8,000 years Homo sapiens were able to boost the population of the world from three million to 100 million inhabitants, and build the society as we know it today

CUTTING EDGE:


CAPTIVE IN GAZA
Tuesday, 10 March at 7.30pm
Cutting Edge returns to SBS on Tuesday, 10 March at 8:30pm with the insightful documentary Captive in Gaza. 

On June 25, 2006 a Palestinian resistance force in Gaza crawled out of a tunnel and attacked an IDF tank. Two Israeli soldiers were killed and Gilad Shalit was captured and taken to Gaza. The Prime Minister, Ehud Olmert, refused to negotiate with the captors for his release and pursued aggressive retaliations. 

This documentary picks up two years later, with Gilad still in captivity, and examines the events that followed the capture. Over 600 Palestinians were killed in a large scale retaliatory operation, in the first three months. 

Israeli jails hold more than 11,000 Palestinian prisoners. Thousands of families in Gaza saw this as an opportunity to free their relatives. The kidnapping evoked a wide public movement, and quickly turned from a humanitarian to a political issue. 

“The PM said no negotiations would be made for his release. He made statements about what he would not do instead of working for a fast release…He was captured during military service and it is a state obligation to bring him back.” ( Gilad’s mother, Aviva Shilat )

The film shows that the Israeli government ignored a proposal from Hamas to exchange five prominent prisoners - Palestinian leadership - in exchange for Gilad. 

Gaza is completely cut off from Israeli journalists. Members of the resistance force AZADIN El Qasam who have been holding Gilad for two years, provide a rare comment on Galid’s capture.  

“The soldier won’t see the light of day and won’t be returned to his parents until our prisoners are released from occupation prisons. We are prepared to hold this soldier for years.” 

Captive in Gaza shows testimonies from negotiators, politicians, and terror experts who reveal the series of mistakes and missed opportunities from both the Israeli and Palestinian sides. 

HOT DOCS: 



BLACK NATION
Tuesday, 10 March at 10.00pm
“Black on black violence at all time high”

“Fifty percent of young black men in America are unemployed”

“Big three automakers face bankruptcy”

“Obama wins … gives hope to millions of African Americans … can he deliver?”

The stark reality and contrast of these headlines highlights the dichotomy of post election ’08 America. A back man has attained the highest office in the world, while according to the New York Times black men are “sleeping through the holocaust”. One only has to look to the city of Detroit, once a model of upward mobility for blacks in America. It is now a mere shell of its former self, a city struck by economic distress.

After The Great Depression, the automobile industry in Detroit grew rapidly. Jobs were readily available, and the promise of work saw many black men move from the country to secure work. High times, however were short lived. The industrial revolution saw engineered machinery replace jobs once held by people, and crime and unemployment began to increase.

Black Nation, which screens on SBS at 10.00pm on Tuesday. 10 March is a documentary feature film which takes a hard, uncompromising look at the state of black men in America today, through the prism of the streets of Detroit and the city’s controversial Church Shrine of the Black Madonna. 

The Church’s focus on delivering pragmatic programs centred around economic self sufficiency, is a model for Obama’s America, as it searches for solutions to seemingly impossible problems. Set within the framework of a Father’s Day service, the film tracks the despair of its congregation while at the same time showing the way forward with the great hope and dignity embodied in Obama’s words: ‘Yes we can!’ The Church strives to promote and develop community led programs and institutions that restore pride and dignity to its congregation and in particular, black men. 
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